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Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting 
Native Plant Society of New Mexico 

January 30-February 1, 2009 
Sevilleta Wildlife Refuge 

Present 
Officers: Tom Antonio, President; Renée West, Vice-President; Lolly Jones, Membership 
Secretary; Pamela McBride, Recording Secretary; Steve Robertson, Treasurer 
 
Directors-at-Large (Chapter Representatives): Frances Robertson, Albuquerque; Jack 
Makepeace, El Paso; Charles Holmes, Gila; Alan Krueger, Las Cruces; Hildy Reiser, Otero; Les  
Lundquist, San Juan; Carol  Johnson, Santa Fe; Judy Lister, Taos 
 
Committee Chairs: Wynn Anderson, Finance; Sarah Johnson, Newsletter; Gary Runyan, Posters; 
Jim Nellessen, Conservation 
 
Administrative Coordinator: Sandra Lynn 
 
Other Participants and Guests: Jack & Martha Carter, Gila; John White, El Paso; Lori Walton, 
NMDOT; Gordon Lister, Taos; Kym Anderson, El Paso; Elva Osterreich, Otero 
 
 
A. Call to order, Tom Antonio, President: Tom called the meeting to order at 2:04 p.m., 

January 30, 2009, and determined that a quorum was present. The meeting agenda was 
approved unanimously. 

B. Approval of September 25, 2008 minutes, Carolyn Gressitt, Recording Secretary:  An 
error was corrected (move NMDOT representative present from Directors at Large to Other 
Participants and Guests), and minutes were approved. 

C. Chapter Reports:  
1. Albuquerque, El Paso, Gila, Las Cruces, Otero, Santa Fe, and Taos chapter representatives 

gave their annual reports. San Juan chapter representative, Les Lundquist made his report 
on Saturday, January 31, 2009. All reports will be posted on the website. 

2. The representative from NMDOT had a request for a plant rescue project on the US 62/180 
realignment project from the NM Cactus and Succulent Society. It has been approved. 
Members should contact Lori for environmental clearance for any plant rescue project 
(lori.walton@state.nm.us or 505-827-2410).  Lori noted that if anyone wants to plant 
wildflowers along roadsides, it needs to be in un-mown area- 10’ from road edge. Hildy 
remarked that it may not be the best idea to plant near roads as this attracts pollinators and 
foragers, leading to their massive slaughter. 

D. Treasurer’s Report, January 1 to December 31, 2008; Steve Robertson, Treasurer: Steve 
went over his report.  
1. Cash is down from the beginning of the year. As of 12/31, total cash is $102,632.14. Lost 

about $4,000.00, primarily on the stock market 
2. Receipts were higher than budget by $10,000.00, but expenditures were higher than budget. 

We had a net loss of $3,600.00 
3. Discussion on what to do with leftover funds ($5,376.03 + $750.00) from the NFWF plant 

salvage project. Do we want to move into operating budget or investment funds? Voted 
unanimously to place in operating fund. 
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4. Jack clarified funds from Carter Conservation Fund are separate from NPSNM operating 
fund 

5. The Treasurer’s report was accepted unanimously. 
E. Membership Report, Lolly Jones, Membership Secretary: 

1. Bottom line is there were 169 new members in 2008, but we lost 168 members 
2. There was an increase in income, primarily from an increase in donations that made up 

31% of the total 
3. Members who select more than one chapter affiliation cause fractions in chapter 

membership tallies and difficulty in rebate calculations.  It was decided that in the future 
we would ask members to choose only one chapter. 

4. Steve Robertson will start a membership retention committee to investigate ways to retain 
members. Frances Robertson and Hildy Reiser will join him on the committee to begin 
work in May. 

F. Committee Reports: 
1. Finance Committee: Wynn Anderson, Finance Chair:  

a. We had $7,000 in unexpected income, but we also had $8,300 in unexpected 
expenses to reprint the Northern New Mexico Gardens (NNMG) booklet 

b. We budgeted $40, 175 and miraculously spent exactly that 
c. The budget for 2008 included a budgeted deficit of $4,325. Actual was $3,524 

because of a grant the Society received to cover line drawings expense and 
the payback of a loan for $250 from the San Juan chapter 

d. We have been operating in the red for several years. Have two alternatives: 
cut spending (which the Finance Committee has done and we would still 
have a deficit) or increase income 

e. Discussion of raising membership dues: if the individual membership dues are 
raised by $5, we would continue operating at a deficit. If they are raised by 
$10, the predicted outcome is that we would essentially break even.  

f. We could also reduce the amount of rebate that chapters receive from the 
State-not a well received idea. We could also delve into our investment 
income to provide more cash for the operating fund.  

g. Alan Krueger made a motion for a new membership dues schedule: $15 
student/senior, $25 individual, $30 family. The motion was seconded and 
passed by a majority of voting members (9 voted yes) 

 
2. Conservation, Jim Nellessen, Conservation Chair: Jim published another conservation 

article on the website. El Paso has done another plant rescue project at an elementary and 
middle school construction site. The chapter salvaged 3,300 plants. Some plants were taken 
home by members, others were distributed to various organizations to include in their 
landscaping. The New Mexico Cactus and Succulent Society is returning to the 62/180 
project to salvage plants before the project is completed. Lolly asked Lori, the DOT 
representative to let the NPSNM know when new projects come up that would provide 
opportunities for plant salvage. 

3. Publications: Chair is vacant. Will announce vacancy in newsletter. 
4. Book Sales, Tom Antonio for Lisa Johnston, Book Sales Chair: Book sales are down. 

There was a reduced inventory and therefore reduced sales of books at the annual meeting. 
Chapter sales are strong and comprise the majority of sales. She feels this is a strong draw 
for people to attend meetings where they can purchase books. It is very important for 
chapters to have book sales chairpersons. Chapters that do have chairs, have higher book 
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sales. Lisa wants to retire. She will get a job description to Tom and this position will also 
be advertised in the newsletter. Chapters need to reimburse the state $9 each for Northern 
NM Gardens and $7 each for card sets. 

     Meeting Adjourned: 5:20 pm, 1/30/2009. 
 
 
Call to order, Tom Antonio, President: Tom called the meeting to order at 8:50 am January   
31, 2009 

F.  Committee Reports, continued: 
5.   Posters, Gary Runyan, Poster Chair: net sales = $725.01. The bulk of sales were at                                 

National Park Service facilities. Sales have been fairly consistent over the years. There was a 
clarification that chapters prepay for posters and sell them for whatever they want. 

6.   Website, Lolly Jones/Jane Mygatt: Jane Mygatt is our new website editor. Number of 
website hits has remained constant for 2008. The total for December of 2008 was 24,543 and 
for January of 2009 the total hits were 21, 008. Jane reworked many of the webpages, renamed 
and reorganized the left menu bar and added PowerPoint presentations and PDFs to assist 
botanical enthusiasts in plant identification. She has especially made changes to the 
horticulture and plant families sections. 

7. Newsletter, Renee West, outgoing editor: Renee introduced our new newsletter editor, Sarah 
Johnson. Renee will assist Sarah as needed throughout 2009. We need to update chapter 
contact information on the website and in the newsletter. Sarah asked for submission of articles 
that can be used at any time as well as time sensitive material. Be sure to send good photos of 
events as well. Tom and Wynn will write an article about dues changes. 

G. New Business 
1. Approval of lodging payment: The Board voted electronically to approve that NPSNM 

would pay one half of the lodging at the Sevilleta for the January Board meeting for 
chapter representatives, officers of the Board, and committee chairs. 

2. Speakers Bureau clarification and Spring Workshop, Sandra Lynn, Administrative 
Coordinator: There is a speakers list, no speakers bureau. The decision made last year that 
the state would pay half of a $150 speaker honorarium and chapters would pay the other 
half was very controversial, so was not implemented. Sandra is going to send out a new 
letter to prospective speakers that invites them to join the list and provide their contact 
information and audio/visual needs. Whether to provide and how much of an honorarium to 
offer is up to the chapters. Chapters can use the speaker list to plan their programs. A new 
Wise Use of Water Workshop will be put on by the State NPS on May 15, 2009 in 
Albuquerque. It will be held at the free meeting facility that the NM Educators Federal 
Credit Union provides for its members’ use. There will be speakers in the morning-
headlined by Judith Philips. We will then visit gardens in the afternoon where people have 
implemented low water use designs. 

3. Jack and Martha Carter Conservation Endowment Fund Report, Jack Carter: Both 
members and non-members contributed and the end of the year total was $9,335. Jack 
emphasized that we can’t look at this in terms of our lifetime, must look 40-50 years into 
the future and steadily build the fund. Jack is starting a website where he will be selling 
books from his personal library and other items and will donate 80% of the profits to the 
Carter Fund. We need an article in the newsletter to show the success of the fundraising in 
the first year and to encourage others to donate. 

4. Network for Good, Tom Antonio: Tom contacted the Network for Good, a web service 
that manages on-line donations, etc. They had just gotten a grant to support non-profits in 
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New Mexico who would like to start having this service. We will get the service free for 
one year. The service will consist of two parts: A donate now button where donations can 
be made on-line and membership where people can join or renew on-line. There have been 
studies done on this service according to Network for Good, and for every $1 invested, you 
get an $18 return. 

5. NMDOT Representative: To appoint a representative from the NMDOT as a non-voting 
ex-officio member of the Board requires an amendment to the by-laws. Instead, a motion 
was made to form a NMDOT committee and Lori Walton would be chair. The motion 
passed unanimously. Sandra suggested that if we do amend the by-laws, we might want to 
create a clause that would provide opportunities to have ex-officio Board members not only 
from the NMDOT, but other agencies as well.  

6. New Membership Brochures, Tom Antonio: The brochure design was provided for free 
and is still in draft form. Everyone looked at two designs. Tom will make changes that 
reflect the new membership dues and categories.  

7. New Mexico Educator’s Federal Credit Union-community rewards program: First, it 
was established that NPS members can join the credit union individually and chapters can 
also join. The credit union has a community rewards program and we could become one of 
the recipients of this reward. If we do get on their list, members of the credit union can 
designate the NPSNM as their rewards program recipient. Hildy mentioned that Albertsons 
also has a community rewards program. If we are approved as one of the organizations in 
their program, shoppers can choose the NPSNM as a recipient and we will get 2 ½% of 
every shopper’s purchases.  

8. Membership Renewal Dates, Pam McBride: There was discussion of what an 
organizational nightmare it is to have monthly renewal dates. Pam suggested we have a 
single annual renewal date for all members, with prorated membership dues for new 
members who initially join after June 30th. If they join before that time, they pay for the full 
year and renewals would be once a year for everyone. John Freyermuth and Lolly said this 
would lead to all kinds of problems, so John suggested that we change the policy so that 
renewals will be quarterly. A motion was passed to put this into place. Pam made the 
suggestion that the Society print membership cards so that chapters can solicit discounts at 
nurseries and other stores, giving members another benefit of membership in the society. 
Lolly offered to help with this project. A motion was passed to implement this. 

9. Taos Annual Meeting Announcement: Taos will be hosting the annual meeting on 
August 6-August 9, 2009. The theme is Mountain Peaks to River Valleys. 

10.  Sign-on Letter for Grazing Buyout Legislation (Sierra Club), Tom Antonio: After 
some discussion, it was decided to refer this matter to the Conservation Committee. Jim 
will draft a statement for Board approval. 

H. Evaluation of Grant Proposals: There was discussion of the fact there’s been no follow-up 
from most grant recipients which is stipulated. In the initial letter to grantee, we need to 
emphasize that if the grantee does not provide some kind of report to NPSNM, they will not be 
considered again.  
1. NMSU Graduate student, Kathy Whiteman. Xeric Adapted Trees in Mesic Landscapes: 

The Distribution of Juniper (Juniperus spp.; Cupressaceae) in the Floodplains of the 
Gila and Mimbres Rivers, New Mexico, U.S.A. Funded $1000 for isotope analysis. 

2. Asombro Institute. Hands-on Science in Gadsden School District Classrooms. Funded 
$1000 to provide 24 classroom science programs on topics such as desert plant adaptations, 
soil, and the scientific method to approximately 480 of the most underserved children in 
Doña Ana County, New Mexico. 
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3. Upper Gila Watershed Alliance. Travel Planning on the Gila National Forest. Funded 
$1000 for contracting with a GIS provider to create route maps and will make informed 
recommendations to the Gila National Forest and will meet with authorities to limit access 
of motorized vehicles to the forest. 

4. Randall Davey Audubon Center. Native Plant Restoration Program. Much discussion 
about high cost of landscaping project. Vote was taken to consider partially funding at $500 
to buy plants. A majority voted yes (8). 

5. Steve L. O’Kane and Kenneth D. Heil. A Flora of New Mexico. Funded $500 for field 
work towards updating the existing Flora of NM, with the stipulation that the grantees 
provide a herbarium specimen not only for San Juan Herbarium, but for UNM Herbarium 
as well. Tom pointed out that the NPS should be encouraging collaboration, so the Board 
would like to suggest in the letter that the NPSNM fund a meeting at the Sevilleta of 
botanists around the state to discuss collaboration on redoing the Flora of NM. Funding 
opportunities would also be greater with wider collaboration.  

6. Santo Domingo School, Bernalillo School District, Susan Neddeau. Santo Domingo 
School Demonstration Garden-Native Plants, Xeriscape, Habitat, and Plants that 
Control Diabetes. Fund fully ($1,000) on contingency that they answer questions about 
use of grant money. 

7. Dr. William R. Norris, Western NM University. Publication of the Proceedings of the 
Second Natural History of the Gila Symposium in The New Mexico Botanist. Declined 
funding. Several issues were brought up, but most important was that the grantee did not 
know the exact number of papers to be published and it could turn out to be fewer or 
greater than estimated. They could include the cost of printing the proceedings of the 
symposium in the registration fee as many other societies do. Suggest they reapply next 
year. 

Proposed grant awards passed unanimously. 
The Board commended the president for pushing us to complete the meetings in two days and 
for his excellent job of preparation. 

I. Meeting adjourned:  4:00 p.m. 
 


