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Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting 
Native Plant Society of New Mexico 

August 12, 2010 
Room A/B, Global Resource Center, Western New Mexico University, Silver City, NM 

Present:  
Officers: Tom Antonio, President; Renée West, Vice-President, Pamela McBride, Recording 
Secretary; Lolly Jones, Membership Secretary; Steve Robertson, Treasurer 
 
Directors-at-Large (Chapter Representatives): Frances Robertson, Albuquerque; Jack 
Makepeace, El Paso; Charles Holmes, Gila; Judy Lister, Taos; John White, Las Cruces; Helgi 
Osterieich, for Hildy Reiser, Otero. 
 
Committee Chairs: Sarah Johnson (newsletter); Gary Runyan (posters); Lisa Alvares (book 
sales); Lori Walton (NMDOT) 
 
Other Participants and Guests: Jack Carter, Gila; Virginia Morris, El Paso 
 
 
A. Call to order, Tom Antonio, President: Tom called the meeting to order at 1:39 pm August 

12, 2010 and determined that a quorum was present. 
 
 
B. Approval of January, 2010 minutes:  

Amendments: F. delete “which has gone out of business.” 
Lolly Jones moved to accept minutes with amendment. John White seconded. Passed. 

 
 
C. Treasurer’s Report, January to June 30, 2010, Steve Robertson: We have a little bit more 

liquid assets than last year, but we are not yet at the end of the year. F. Robertson asked if there 
is a specific time when chapters pay dues or books, poster profits- done throughout the year. 
Rebates of dues are paid to chapters at the beginning of the year. The Carter Fund has about 
$20,000. We have $20,000 invested in an index fund and Steve feels the Finance Committee 
needs to look at investing it elsewhere. 

Judy Lister moved to accept treasurer’s report. Charles Holmes seconded. Passed. 
 
 
D. Membership Report, Lolly Jones: Membership is down by 7 at 798. There were 106 new 

memberships in 2010, forty of which were from the new web-based membership application 
through Network For Good. The 2010 total of $14,026 received into the NPSNM treasury from 
membership dues and contributions above dues shows an increase of $1,822 from this time last 
year. New memberships and membership dues have increased while total membership is 
slightly down.  Perhaps we are doing an adequate job of attracting new members but not 
retaining the old members? 

 
 
E. Finance Committee Report, Tom Antonio for Wynn Anderson: Reported most of finance 

committee meeting actions at January meeting, really nothing more to report. 
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F. Conservation Report, Tom Antonio for Jim Nellessen: Will write articles for newsletter and 

there is no one else to replace him, so Jim will continue to be chair with limited contributions 
until someone else volunteers for the position. 

 
 
G. Book Sales, Lisa Alvares: Sales total $979.03. Spent $872.64 for books, postage-$75.57, book 

refund-$53.19, moving expenses of $179.73, ½ year storage unit rental $165.00. There is a 
balance of $2,216.83. Lisa asked why are we doing CDG and CNMG booklets separately? 
Frances explained that when printing was paid for, the chapter that produced the booklet would 
keep all the revenues from the booklet. Printings of both have been paid for. Chapter sales are 
$571.20, Albuquerque Chapter owes $496.80. 

 
 
H. Posters, Gary Runyan: Sales are down slightly. Since it is the middle of the year, there’s not 

much more to say. So far net sales of posters have been $773.21. F. Robertson asked how can 
we help Gary with the inventory of cards, book and publications?  He’ll send us an e-mail 
request. Frances requested that the question of keeping track of publications be put on the 
January meeting agenda.  
 

I. Website, Jane Mygatt: Lab manual for Flora of NM is on the website. Jane is moving out of 
the area and so, we need a new webmaster. If anyone has recommendations for a replacement, 
send to Tom. 

 
J. Newsletter, Sarah Johnson: Sarah is grateful that the Board approved the hiring of a new 

printing company for the newsletter. Everyone agrees that it looks so much better. Sarah’s 
biggest project was tracking down advertisers to determine if they’ve paid. She has given up 
that endeavor and trusts that they’ve paid. Tom would like to make a change in the name for 
the annual meeting to something more inclusive in meaning. 

 
New Business: 

 
Carter Fund Report, Jack Carter: Jack is astounded that there are so many people who are 
contributing to the fund who care about conservation. Jack is investigating where to invest the 
money. Half of the income from the investment will be given out in grants. 
 
State Native Plant Day Proclamation, Tom Antonio for Carol Johnson: Native Plant day is 
August 21st. Tom hopes each chapter will take advantage of this and do something special to 
commemorate the day. 
 
NMEFCU Donation, Tom Antonio: The NM Educators Federal Credit Union will be sending 
us a check as part of their community rewards program for $3,400!!! Way up from last year’s 
$1,000, in part due to Tom’s efforts at setting up an NPSNM information table at new branch 
grand opening events. 
 
Meadows Conference, Tom Antonio: Will take place Saturday, October 2, 2010 at IAIA 
Center for Life Long Education, Bldg. 4, Commons Room on Cerillos Road in Santa Fe. 
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Sponsored by NPSNM, Santa Fe Master Gardener Association, and Santa Fe Botanical 
Gardens. 
 
2011 NPSNM Annual Meeting/Conference in Santa Fe, Tom Antonio: will take place 
August 4-7 at IAIA. Tom is going to try to get dorm rooms available for out-of-town 
conference participants. 
 
Kelly Allred-Lifetime Membership, Tom Antonio: Tom will read list of accolades about 
Kelly at banquet and present him with a plaque. The plaque that we will present to him is in the 
shape of the State of NM stating our appreciation for his lifetime dedication to the 
understanding and conservation of the flora of New Mexico and awarding him a lifetime 
membership in the society. 
 
Results of Officer Elections, Frances Robertson: Tom Antonio, president; Renee West, vice 
president; Lolly Jones, Membership Secretary; Pam McBride, Recording Secretary; Wynn 
Anderson, Treasurer.   
 
Administrative Assistant duties and vacancy, Tom Antonio: Tom distributed list of duties 
and wants ideas. Do we really want to have the administrative assistant co-ordinate 
workshops? Frances said to be an entity in the state, one way to do that is to have state-wide 
workshops. Gary Runyan said chapters are already doing workshops individually, so the 
administrative assistant should be getting more people to come to them, making chapter 
workshops into state workshops. Tom will collate suggestions for job description and send it 
out to UNM and other places. Lolly would like the new administrative assistant to handle all 
communications duties pertaining to membership such as sending thank you cards or 
membership cards. 
 
Membership 10% discount card, Frances Robertson: Frances explained that unless the 
whole state NPS implements member cards, it’s not worth it for just one chapter to do it. It is 
too much work for Lolly to send out cards to one chapter. At this point, we don’t really know if 
members have joined or renewed because of this perk, but most feel it is still beneficial for 
members to have a card identifying them as a member of the organization whether merchant 
discounts are offered by individual chapters or not. We could do something like the California 
Native Plant Society and send a postcard with a punch out member card that thanks them and 
serves as evidence of a donation. If we can hire an administrative assistant, we will ask the 
assistant to start sending statewide membership cards, but we’re not giving Lolly any more 
work to do. 
 
Four Corners Colorado/San Juan Chapter information, Tom Antonio for Al Schneider: 
The Four Corners region has more in common with our native flora and wanted to join our 
state NPS. Al has asked us to contribute money to Arnold Clifford to get him internet service at 
$60/month. Others have contributed to help foster Arnold in his native plant studies. Four 
Corners did not want to dilute San Juan Chapter, so they are a division of the San Juan Chapter 
for now. Regarding any requests for money, Tom will let Al know that he or Arnold need to 
apply for funds at the January Board meeting when we accept grant applications. 
 
Conservation Awards proposal, Frances Robertson: Would like to honor specific people for 
their work with native plants. An article would appear in the newsletter about the awardee. 
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Frances would like to institute an award for the Outstanding Legislator of the Year who has 
done work in support of New Mexico native plants.  
Frances moved that we begin an awards program, start with the outstanding legislator and we 
will take nominations at the next Board meeting and select someone. Helgi seconded. Passed. 
 
Recognition of Santa Clara Pueblo, Charles Holmes: Official Recognition of Santa Clara 
Pueblo for their conservation activities along Santa Clara Creek. Tom will research this further 
and call for a vote on-line and send a letter of recognition to the Pueblo. 
 
Discussion of web sales of books through Amazon, Tom Antonio, Lisa Alvares: Whenever 
someone goes to our link on Amazon and they buy other items on Amazon’s site, Amazon will 
give us 7% of whatever they buy. Lisa will investigate further, especially with the Colorado 
NPS and why they are no longer selling their books through Amazon. 
 
Winter Meeting Venue: We are going to look into a change of venue.  
 
Corporate Resolutions, Steve Robertson: to transfer treasurer responsibilities from Steve to 
Tom Antonio and Wynn Anderson. Steve moved that resolutions be adopted by Board. Charles 
seconded. Passed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:45 pm. 


