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Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting 

Native Plant Society of New Mexico 
January 29-30, 2011 

Sevilleta Wildlife Refuge 

Present:  

Officers: Tom Antonio, President; Renée West, Vice-President; Lolly Jones, Membership 

Secretary; Pamela McBride, Recording Secretary; Wynn Anderson, Treasurer 

 

Directors-at-Large (Chapter Representatives): Frances Robertson, Albuquerque; Charles Holmes, 

Gila; Judy Lister, Taos; John White, Las Cruces and also representing El Paso; Carol Johnson, 

Santa Fe; Hildy Reiser, Otero 

 

Committee Chairs: Jack Carter, Finance; Gary Runyan, Posters; Jim Nellessen, Conservation 

 

Other Participants and Guests: Martha Carter, Gila; Gordon Lister, Taos; Kym Anderson, El 

Paso 

 

 

A. Call to order, Tom Antonio, President: Tom called the meeting to order at 9:18 a.m, January 

29, 2011 and determined that a quorum was present. The meeting agenda was approved 

unanimously. 

B. Approval of August 12, 2010 minutes, Pamela McBride, Recording Secretary: Carol 

motioned to approve, Renee seconded. Approved unanimously.  

C. Chapter Reports:  
1. Albuquerque, Las Cruces, Gila, Otero, Santa Fe, and Taos chapter representatives gave 

their annual reports. El Paso chapter representative, Jack Makepeace could not be present 

so John White presented their report. San Juan chapter was not present or heard from prior 

to the meeting. All reports will be posted on the website. 

D. Treasurer’s Report, January 1 to December 31, 2011; Wynn Anderson, Treasurer: Wynn 

went over his report.  

1. Total revenue received was $34,091. Operating expenses were $30,650. Revenue over 

expenditures for 2010 was $3,441. The operating account balance on 12-31-2010 was 

$16,414. All gifts to the Carter Fund went toward the principal, with no expenses. 

Investments of unrestricted funds include CDs which are paying less than 1% now, so 

when they have expired the money has just been rolled over into cash accounts. Gary 

asked for clarification on restricted versus unrestricted funds. Restricted funds (i.e. the 

Carter Fund) are funds that have been donated to use for a specific purpose and cannot be 

used for operation. The goal is to allow the Carter Fund to reach $100,000 before spending 

the principal. The Board can decide to use the funds from our unrestricted accounts for an 

agreed upon purpose.  

2. Pam motioned to accept the treasurer’s report, Charles seconded. The Treasurer’s report 

was accepted unanimously. 

E. Membership Report, Lolly Jones, Membership Secretary:  

1. Memberships were down by 25, probably due to the poor economy and possibly because 

we raised the dues last year. We had 157 new memberships last year, but we are losing 

more than we are gaining. All chapters were down except for Las Cruces and San Juan 

(although San Juan’s membership was up due to additions from the southwest Colorado 
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chapter of the Colorado NPS which recently left the Colorado NPS and became part of the 

San Juan Chapter). The total of all chapter rebates for 2010 was $5,223.25.  

2. Renewal notices cost about $1 each to send out, totaling $1100 eight times a year. We 

want to investigate whether these can be sent by e-mail instead, especially the second 

notice to renew. Each chapter could do send the second renewal notice which might 

facilitate a conversation about why the person is not renewing. Lolly thinks we should 

keep Network for Good. The Finance Committee had suggested that we eliminate the 

second account with NFG that deals with Carter Fund donations. There is a possibility that 

an additional option could be added to the existing account for Carter Fund donations. 

Lolly will look into this.  

F. Committee Reports: 

1. Finance Committee: Jack Carter, Finance Chair: The NPSNM has published booklets 

and cards which they had hoped would make a profit, but that has never been realized. 

Jack emphasized that we are not a publishing company and should think twice about ever 

doing anything like this again. Everyone agreed that if we are going to try going forward 

with producing the newsletter electronically we will need to hire an administrative 

assistant as well to fulfill other needed tasks. Frances moved to increase the newsletter 

editor honorarium from $500 to $750. Lolly seconded. Passed unanimously. Next year, we 

might have to address an increase in the honorarium for the webmaster. Wynn motioned to 

reduce the software and equipment line item under Communications, Newsletter from 

$500 to $250. Passed. Hildy motioned to move $1,000 from Chapter Support under 

Special Projects/Publications to the President’s Contingencies line item under 

Administration. Passed. We then moved forward to a discussion of whether to hire an 

administrative assistant or not. The majority of the Board agreed that we should. Carol 

moved for Board approval of the higher budget that includes filling the administrative 

assistant position. Frances seconded. Passed unanimously. Wynn made the suggestion to 

invest the Carter Fund money into ladder investments with Edward Jones. The Board 

agreed to this. Jack and Wynn will investigate costs of investing using Edward Jones. The 

Board also agreed that Jack and Wynn will invest available unrestricted funds into safe, 

secure, federally insured instruments such as bonds or CDs. 

2. Conservation: Jim Nellessen, Conservation Chair: Jim has been conservation chair for 

the last 10 ½ years and he has had to back off in the last year.  

3. Book Sales: Lisa Alvares, Book Sales Chair: a report was received on January 30, 2011. 

Tom read the report. Book revenues were $827.64 from 1/1/2010 through 6/30/2010. 

Balance was, 4,786.59 on 12/31/2010. Tom motioned that we ask Lisa to present a report 

to the Board at both of our Board meetings and that if the balance is over $2,500.00 at 

either of those meetings, that Lisa send us a check for the amount over $2,500. Hildy 

seconded. It passed unanimously. 

5.   Posters: Gary Runyan, Poster Chair: We may want to consider reprinting the 

Spring/Summer poster a couple of years from now. The total net sale of posters in 2010 

was $1,044. 

6.   Website: Lolly Jones, temporary webmaster: The young woman who was hired at UNM 

and was going to be webmaster of the NPSNM site, quit her job so Lolly has taken over 

temporarily until a new curator is hired and will assume the job. 

7.  Newsletter: Sarah Johnson, editor: Sarah has asked Wynn Anderson, Bill Norris, and 

Bob Sivinski to be technical reviewers of the newsletter. They have all agreed. Sarah was 

very agreeable to the proposal that the newsletter go electronic. It creates a bit more work 

for her to create a color version for the web and a black and white version for the printer. 
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She would suggest having both a low-resolution and a high resolution version on the 

website for those who want to print it out. High resolution versions might be cumbersome 

for those with slower internet connections.  

 

G. New Business 
1. Conservation Chair Position: Jim McGrath has accepted the chair position. He would like 

to build on what previous chairs have accomplished. He has been program chair for the 

Albuquerque Chapter for the last 3 years and 2011 will be his fourth year. He would like to 

offer rare plant workshops and field trips statewide that he has been offering to the 

Albuquerque Chapter for the last two years. He wants to push to work with middle school 

children conservation at the Blue Hole Cienega in Santa Rosa. He wants to collaborate with 

Bob Sivinski on this who has been working on the Pecos sunflower preservation and the 

Blue Hole Cienega habitat restoration for years. Jim is also going to respond to Jack 

Carter’s letter in the January-March NPSNM newsletter on Botany: The Death of a Science 

in Education. 

2. Electronic Copy of the Newsletter, Al Schneider, San Juan Chapter. We are all in 

agreement that we want to go in that direction. Sarah will work towards creating an 

electronic version of the newsletter and then we will work on getting electronic copies to 

members who wish to receive it in that form. Chapters can ask their members if they would 

like to save paper and money by receiving a newsletter electronically. 

3. Motion for a Privacy Policy, Al Schneider, San Juan Chapter. Some of these are 

already in the current NPSNM’s policies in effect. Wynn is working on rewriting the 

policies in effect which will be formally voted upon at the August 4, 2011 Board meeting. 

The rest of the proposed privacy policies that are not already in the policies in effect and 

that are pertinent to NPSNM will be included during rewriting. The adoption of a privacy 

policy was not approved. 

4. Motion to E-mail Complete Membership Rosters to Chapter Presidents. In our policies 

in effect, member lists can only be used by officers of the Board. The motion was not 

passed. 

5. Chapter Rebate Reminder. People are always asking what does the State do with our 

money. Jack is suggesting we post rebate amounts that were given to each chapter on the 

web site. Judy suggested including an announcement on the membership forms that 25% of 

membership dues are returned to your affiliated chapter. 

6. Policies in Effect. Dues structure has to be changed to reflect current dues structure in the 

policies in effect. Wynn is rewriting them and this will be corrected. 

7. Taos SEED grant vote needed. We have received from the Taos Community Foundation 

a contribution of $1500 and we awarded a grant of $1500 to the Taos SEED II Project in 

October, 2010. 

8. Reprinting of Membership Brochure. Do we want to make any changes in the brochure 

size or design? The Board is in agreement to reprint the brochures as they are. 

9. Administrative Assistant. Pam, Jack, Gary, Frances, and Tom are the committee members 

who will work on a job description. Jack will talk with Linda in Colorado who is the 

administrative assistant there and get ideas for a job description. March 31 is the deadline 

for the description. People should send ideas to Pam who will compile them. 

10. Santa Fe Annual Meeting 2011 Announcement. The annual meeting will be held in the 

Center for Lifelong Education on the campus of the Institute of American Indian Arts from 

August 4-7, 2011. The theme is Honoring the Past, Preparing for the Future.  
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11. Book Sales. Frances has volunteered to ask Lisa Alvares about the location of the books, is 

there still a contract with the storage unit where the books were stored, inform her that we 

need a report, we need an audit of the books, and we need Board access to the bank account 

(see 3 under F: Committee Reports). 

12. Vice President. Need to have a new nominee in a year. Renee suggested we form a 

nominating committee that will come up with job descriptions for each position and to 

come up with nominees. We could have a rally at the State Meeting in August to encourage 

members to volunteer. 

H. Meeting adjourned:  4:30 p.m.  

I. Call to order, Tom Antonio, President: Tom called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m., 

January 30, 2011 and determined a quorum was present. 

J. Evaluation of Grant Proposals:  
1.      Mike Richie. Volunteer Service Project to assist the BLM to Establish Boundaries for 

5 Cuba Area Badlands and Erect “No Wood Cutting” Signage. Got an average score of 

26.5, the lowest score given. Does not describe the unique flora or geology and there is no 

enforcement. The majority voted against funding. 

2.      Siena Sanderson for Taos Charter School. Seed 3 Art Exhibition and Seed 

Exploratorium. This grant proposal got the second lowest score. This education program is 

attaching itself to an art exhibition and the education outlined in the proposal does not have 

much to do with native plants. The children will be learning about botany, but whether this 

crosses over into an interest in native plants is questionable. If the school had asked for a grant 

to landscape their school with native plants, that might have been different. The proposal needs 

to focus more on native plants. The SEED project does not need to be part of the proposal. The 

majority voted against funding. 

3.      William R. Norris, professor of ecology and evolutionary biology, Western NM 

University. Flora Neomexicana III: Dichotomous Keys for Sedges in the genus Carex. This 

grant got the highest average score of all proposals with 35.1. The majority voted in favor of 

funding the grant and raising the amount of the grant funding from $975 to $1,000. 

4.      The Indian Pueblo Cultural Center. Pueblo House Living Landscape. This grant came in 

third with an average score of 34.3. The proposal was too vague, how exactly the money would 

be used, how large a space was going to be planted. The majority of the Board voted to fund 

the grant at $750.  

5.      Audubon New Mexico. Restoring Native Riparian Plants at Broad Canyon Ranch. 

This proposal was ranked second with an average score of 34.5. The Board especially objected 

to funding administrative costs of $120. The majority of the Board voted to fund $700 

specifically for purchase of plants. 

6.      Asombro Institute for Science Education. Young Science Leaders Project. Wynn said 

they keep asking for continuing operating costs and this is why he gave it a low ranking and 

also contributed to its rank of sixth with an average of 31.0. The majority of the Board voted to 

fund this grant at $650. We still want to support them, but we don’t want to continue to support 

continuing operating costs. The decision to fund this grant was later rescinded when it was 

discovered that another grant proposal had inadvertently been missed. The Board voted to fund 

the Parkview Elementary School project instead (see number 9 below), stating that we did not 

want to fund continuing operating costs. 

7.      Mare Nazaire, PhD candidate, The Geographic and Ecological Basis of Species 

Richness: Diversification in Western NA Mertensia (Boraginaceae): This was a very well 

written grant, although it was ranked fourth at 33.1, probably because some objected to the 

grant applicant coming from out of state. The majority however, felt that she was doing 
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important work on New Mexico plants, the affects of global warming, and 

DNA sequencing and it didn't matter where she was based. The majority of the Board voted to 

fully fund the grant at $1,000. 

8.      Upper Gila Watershed Alliance. Travel Planning on the Gila National Forest. Their 

previous work with GIS has been very helpful in the Gila National Forest decisions and 

planning and this final push will have an important impact on the final decision in preserving 

important fragile areas. Since it was stated in the grant proposal that there was some money 

(not specified) left over from last’s years grant, the majority of the Board voted to fund the 

grant at $900, not at $1,000 requested. 

9. Parkview Elementary Outdoor Classroom. This grant was inadvertently unaddressed at 

the Board meeting. The Board later approved by e-mail to fund the project for $650 towards 

the purchase of native plants to install in their outdoor classroom Rio Grande Watershed model 

or pollinator garden. 

 

K. Hildy wants to take a stand against Governor Martinez’s nomination of Harrison Schmitt for 

secretary of the State’s Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources department. She will send a 

form letter to the Board for signatures. This was later discouraged by Wynn Anderson, 

commenting that it could jeopardize our non-profit status and if members wanted to comment 

about the appointment, they should do so on an individual basis. 

L. Mission Statement. We need to put our official mission statement on the website, on grant 

criteria, and in every newsletter. Pam will ask Lolly and Sarah to do this, using a combination 

of goals already posted on the website and the restated Purpose of the Society of January, 

2004. 

M. We would like to tighten up the grant application criteria to include: 1) the grantee must 

deposit voucher specimens into a New Mexico herbarium as well as the applicant’s home 

herbarium. 2) The applicant must provide a detailed budget. 3) A single applicant can only 

receive funding in 3 out of every 5 consecutive years. 4) The applicant must explain 

thoroughly how native plants enhance their project. The deadline for report submission must be 

changed on the website from the end of the project to the end of the grant year. 

N. Outstanding Legislator of the Year Award: The Board has decided to present an annual award 

to a legislator who has done work in support of native plants. This year Hildy made a motion to 

nominate Dede Feldman of Albuquerque and Jeannette Wallace of Los Alamos to receive the 

award for 2011. Their work in getting a Native Plant Day declaration has been exemplary. 

Motion passed. In ensuing years, Colorado and Texas can bring nominations for legislators in 

their states as well. 

O. Meeting adjourned:  10:50 a.m, January 30, 2011.  

 

 

 


