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The Albuquerque Chapter’s major focus in 2011 was Community Outreach.  The essence of that was our 

Landscape Design Course with Native Plants.  The course ran for two week-ends and was highly 

successful because of the timeliness of its curriculum.  Over 110 individuals registered to attend, and 

over the course of the class, some 35 members took a role in managing the varied curriculum events.  

Especially important to the success of the course was the hard-working twelve member Steering 

Committee. 

Attached, please find the course curriculum.  We had excellent instructors, three from our chapter: 

Carolyn Dodson, Virginia Burris, and George Miller.  George Miller also finalized and put together our 

Educational File, which is a photo/description of native plants that work well in landscape designs.  Beth 

Herschman and Peggy Wells handled the plant sale, and Carolyn Dodson handled book sales.  Lolly Jones 

served as Registrar and Bob Hass served as needed.  Bettie Hines managed catering for lunches and 

breaks; Lisa Driscoll served as Hospitality Chair and Sandra Lynn headed Publicity; Tom Stewart took 

charge of materials and resources.    

A highlight of the course was the hands-on session during the second week-end where Native Plant 

Society members commented on the personal landscape designs that each participant had created, as 

one of the goals of the course.  Our goal was to have every participant leave the course with a rough 

personal landscape design.    

The course not only generated visibility and credibility in Albuquerque for the Native Plant Society, but it 

was extremely successful financially, bringing in about $7000.     

Important spin-offs from the course were invitations to speak at the Herb Festival and invitations from 

local area communities asking us to work with them in selecting native plants for their common areas.   

Virginia Burris continues to meet quarterly with those participants interested in habitat gardening.  

Effects of the Landscape Course continue. 

Programs this year were especially strong with topics from “Native Bees in NM” to the “Urban Heat 

Island Effect.”  Also attached to this report is the Curriculum of the Landscape Design Course, the 

Complete 2011 “Activities and Events Calendar” which includes all of our programs and speakers as well 

as our eleven listed field outings.  Included in those outings are two multi-day outings.  In sum, the 

Albuquerque Chapter had a great year. 
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