
1 

Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting 

Native Plant Society of New Mexico 

August 8, 2013 

State Bar of New Mexico Center, 5121 Masthead St. NE, Albuquerque 

Present:  

Officers: Renée West, President; Barbara Fix, Vice-President; John White, Treasurer; Pamela 

McBride, Recording Secretary  

 

Directors-at-Large (Chapter Representatives): Bettie Hines, Albuquerque; Gila; Joan Woodward, 

Las Cruces; Kathy Barton, El Paso; Carol Johnson, Santa Fe; Bob Powell, San Juan Four Corners; 

Linda Barker, Otero; Jan Martenson, Taos 

 

Committee Chairs: Jack Carter, Finance; Gary Runyan, Posters; Rachel Jankowitz, book sales 

 

Other Participants and Guests: Cindy Roper, Administrative coordinator; Martha Carter, Gila; 

Tom Antonio, President, Santa Fe; Keller Suberkropp, President, Gila; Russ Kleinman, Gila; 

Cheryl Garing, President, El Paso; Nancy Schuler, El Paso; Helgi Osterreich, President, Otero; 

Jennifer Mullins, DOT representative  

 

 

A. Call to order, Renée West, Vice-President: Renée called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m., 

August 8, 2013 and determined that a quorum was present. The meeting agenda was approved 

unanimously. 

B. Approval of February 9-10, 2013 minutes, Pamela McBride, Recording Secretary: Rachel 

made a correction to the February minutes- to delete the statement saying there was no 

inventory, which was incorrect; there was an inventory, but no knowledge of the value of the 

books. Bob Powell motioned to approve the amended minutes, Barbara seconded. Approved 

unanimously.  

C. Treasurer’s Report, January 1 to June 30, 2013 John White, Treasurer: John went over 

the report.  

1. The total operating fund as of 6/30/2013 was $18,513.00. The current value of the Carter 

Fund is $45,193. Total unrestricted value is $116,921. Total restricted and unrestricted 

investments fair market value is $162,114.  

2. Bob Powell moved to accept the report, Barbara seconded. The Treasurer’s report was 

accepted unanimously. The report is attached as Appendix A. 

D. Membership Report, Lindsay Kirchhevel, Membership Coordinator:  

There is a slight gain in membership numbers (up 22 from a year ago). The majority of new 

memberships came from non-electronic applications (of the 88 new memberships, 36 were 

from web-based applications). Since 2008 membership numbers have been fixed between 700 

and 800. Current active members total 829, of which 8 are advertisers, 57 are complimentary, 

and 29 are exchanges. 

E. Electronic Board Vote Results: Email vote to allow the Albuquerque Chapter to use the 

NPSNM tax exempt number for a project. There were 7 votes in favor, 0 votes against, so the 

motion passed. 

 

F. Committee Reports  

1. Finance Committee, Jack Carter:  
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a. The restricted and unrestricted funds that are invested in bonds are in the 

negative, but we will hold them until maturity. Both restricted and 

unrestricted funds are invested in financial instruments that have a laddered 

maturity including short term (0+5 years) and intermediate term (6 to 15 

years). The higher percentage of each type of fund is invested in intermediate 

term investments.  

b. There is a need to have more than one signatory for the Fidelity Spartan Fund. 

John will find out about how to establish three signatories for the account- the 

treasurer, president, and vice-president of the society would be optimal. 

c. There will be a discussion of the use of the unrestricted for proposed projects 

at the winter 2014 Board meeting. 

d. The winter meeting of the Board will be Jack’s last meeting as chair of the 

Finance Committee. Chapters are encouraged to look for committee chairs. 

2. Book Sales, Rachel Jankowitz: Rachel has had difficulty with the management of the 

book sales primarily because we don’t know what the original cost of the books were that 

we do have in our inventory, we have lots of books that are not about New Mexico plants, 

the existing records of book sales and acquisitions have been stored using software that is 

non-compatible with modern technology, and the payment procedure is confusing and 

faulty. Rachel would like to simplify book sales by reducing the number of titles offered 

to chapters and at the annual meeting. She will put together a proposal for continuing the 

book sales and there will be a final discussion at the winter Board meeting in 2014. In the 

meantime, John will ask Kym about getting some easy form of paying for books when 

Rachel orders them from the publisher, whether it is a checking account, credit card or 

Amazon account. Joan looked into selling books on Amazon. After some discussion it was 

decided that this would not be a feasible option for the NPSNM. 

3. Posters, Gary Runyan, Chair: Poster sales have totaled $481.00 so far this year. About 

half of the sales were to Plants of the SW and the Rio Grande Nature Center. Only 1 Cacti 

poster was sold, while 41 spring and 41 fall posters were sold. 

4. Website, Cindy Roper: The number of friends on our Facebook page reached nearly 500 

and consists of people from all over the world. Cindy will delete the designation of draft 

on minutes from 2012 and February of 2013 that are posted on the website. She will also 

update the administrative listings. Income from the Amazon link on the website was 

approximately $80 so far this year. Cindy would like any suggestions for changes or 

updates to the website to be emailed to her. 

G. New and Old Business 

1. State Native Plant Day Proclamation, Carol Johnson: Native plant day has always 

been the third Saturday in August and Carol has agreed to continue to get the governor to 

issue a proclamation for that day.  

2. Final Review of Introductions of Non-Natives Letter to USDA, All: Linda composed 

the letter to the USDA Agricultural Research Service. Pam made a motion to send the 

letter with suggested amendments to the USDA Agricultural Research Service. Jan 

seconded, passed unanimously. 

3. Vacant State Membership Secretary, Renée West: The Board needs to draft a job 

description for the membership secretary. Funds for the purchase of Quickbooks is a 

budget line item, so no further authorization is needed to buy the program which will 

hopefully make the treasurer’s and membership secretary’s jobs easier. Reneé and John 

will write a job description for the membership secretary. 



3 

4. Guidelines on Using State’s Tax Exempt and EIN Number, John White: In order to 

use our tax exempt and EIN number for a chapter project, there needs to be explicit 

approval by the Board. We need to work on criteria if one of the chapters wishes to apply 

for a grant using our tax exempt and EIN number.  

7. Grant Application Guidelines Revision, Renée West: Reneé made a few changes to the 

grant rating form that the Board uses when evaluating grants. There was discussion about 

doing a better job of getting the word out about grants to potential applicants. At present, 

notices of grant application opportunities are posted on the listserve, by herbarium curators, 

and at universities throughout New Mexico. The Board will think about other ways to get 

the word out. Reneé will notify Board members when the grant guidelines are updated and 

ready to be posted on the website. 

8. Educational Curriculum for Future Use, Tom Antonio: Tom presented a curriculum 

program that the state of Oregon (From Salmonberry to Sagebrush- Exploring Oregon’s 

Native Plants) has produced as a potential model for creating something similar for New 

Mexico. There was some discussion about how we might want to apply for a grant to do 

this. 

9. Legacy Donations/Solicitations, Barbara Fix: Barbara will put together a letter or notice 

to be included with renewal letters, on the website, or in the newsletter asking members to 

consider including the Native Plant Society of NM as part of their legacy donations.  

10. Ivey Memorial Funds, Renée West: There was discussion of creating a separate restricted 

fund for donations in honor of DeWitt Ivey. Jack advised the Board to limit the number of 

restricted funds as this could constrain the amount the society can give as grants or for 

other uses. It was decided that all donations will be deposited in the endowment fund by 

default (known as the Carter Fund). Funds that are donated in honor of Ivey will be 

designated as such and acknowledged in the newsletter with the amount and the donor’s 

name. 

11. Letter about San Agustin Water, Barbara Fix: After discussion and a few changes the 

Board approved the letter to the Attorney General and State Engineer thanking them for 

opposing the San Agustin proposed diversion. Bob moved to send the amended letter, Jan 

seconded, passed unanimously.  

12. Meeting adjourned:  4:45 p.m.  


