
In Honor of the State of New Mexico’s Native Plant Day 
The Albuquerque Chapter of the Native Plant Society 

Presents a Garden Tour of Native Plant  
Gardens in Ridgecrest  

August 18th 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
 

Directions to Stop #1: From Carlisle and Central, go south on Carlisle past Coal Ave. SE, take a 
slight left onto Ridgecrest Dr. SE, then turn right onto Sundown. 713 will be on your right. 
Please pick up flyers and directions to gardens 3-5 here. 
 
Stop Number 1. 713 Sundown Pl SE  Please pick up flyers and directions to gardens 3-5 here. 
This garden is one in transition. Following garden guides, Kerry planted many plants native to the 
Mediterranean which are “adaptives”. She has started to replace some of these with native species but 
will keep the many different species of Nepeta or catmint she spent a lot of time researching. Her goal is 
to combine as many native plants as possible and to have a garden that will sustain her and her family 
with edibles, herbs, and medicinals.  
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Stop Number 2:  As you leave 713 Sundown PL SE, look across the street. This front garden originally 
consisted of a row of elms that obscured the view of the house completely. Owners David and Eve 
redesigned the yard, removing the elms and creating an open space featuring a small glade of locusts 
and a mixture of native plants and adaptives. 
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Stop Number 3: This is a unique landscape with a maze and paths of different colors denoting where 
visitors are welcome to pass and where they are asked to refrain from entering. The red path that leads 
through the maze, invites visitors to walk the maze and continue to wander through the front yard. The 
fenced in courtyard to the left was built by Joe out of several different materials, from concrete to 
galvanized metal and latillas, giving the yard a playful touch.  
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Stop Number 4: This landscape was designed by David Christiani, a landscape architect devoted to the 
use of native plants as you will see by the sotol, Apache Plume, and chocolate flower planted along the 
front wall and the lush native grasses and screwbean mesquite in the courtyard.  The backyard is a 
simple palette including Rocky Mountain penstemon, four-wing saltbush, cholla, and sand penstemon.  
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Stop Number 5: There are a number of native plants featured in this landscape, but the water 
catchment system, designed by Wes Brittenham, is really the focus of this stop. The property is below 
grade and every time it rained, the front yard was flooded by sheet wash from the property across the 
road. Wes designed this very sculptural solution that includes an elaborate French drain and dry 
riverbed.  


