
NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO 
 

RULES FOR FIELD CONDUCT 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN NPSNM FIELD EXPERIENCES WILL 
 

1.  Follow reasonable directions or instructions of designated trip leaders ore assistant leaders including 

     termination of participation and leaving the site of any activity if so requested for violation of these rules; 

2.  Conduct themselves in a manner that does not disrupt the sponsored activity or disturb participants or other 

 persons; 

3.  Control the conduct of children or quests for whom they are responsible; 

4.  Carry out all materials carried in, leaving no litter behind; 

5.  Wear appropriate clothing and sturdy footwear, use protective gear for head, hands eyes, especially when using 

 tools or equipment, and carry and drink plenty of fluids; 

6. Respect and protect public and private property and obey regulations controlling their use; 

7.  Stay on designated trails where possible and avoid unnecessary disturbance of natural soils, slopes, rock faces, 

 waters and vegetation; 

8.  Respect the right of all creatures, great or small, to exist with minimal harm or disturbance; 

9. Seek knowledge from those who have it, share knowledge with those who do not, and always have a good time. 

 

PARTICIPANTS IN NPSNM FIELD EXPERIENCES WILL NOT  

 
1. Pick flowers, leaves, fruit, seed or other plant parts, nor dig, pull, cut, injure or harm natural vegetation, whether 

 alive or dead, without the permission of a trip leader or assistant leader, and then only for scientific or 

 educational purposes; 

2.  Carry firearms, whether with permit or not, without the express advance approval of the designated trip leader; 

3.  Smoke, except in areas designated by the trip leader or assistant leaders; 

4.  Bring pets without the express advance approval of the designated trip leader; 

5. Consume alcoholic beverages, except at trailheads or campsites after group activities are completed; 

6.  Discharge fireworks; 

7. Leave, fall behind or advance ahead of the activity group without the knowledge and approval of the trip leader 

 or an assistant leader; 

8.  Cause others to not enjoy the field experience; 

9. Be embarrassed to ask questions or to pause to marvel at the wonders of nature 
 

ALL PERSONS, INCLUDING NON-MEMBER GUESTS, MUST SUBMIT SIGNED RELEASES 

BEFORE THEY WILL BE ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY SOCIETY FIELD EVENT. 
 

PERSONS UNDER THE AGE OF 18 MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY PARENT, GUARDIAN 

OR OTHER PARENTALLY DESIGNATED RESPONSIBLE ADULT. 
 

Although the Society does not arrange transportation, to minimize impact on natural areas, a trip leader may 

impose a limit on the number of vehicles associated with a sponsored field activity and may encourage carpooling 

among participants. Riders are expected to share in expense of operating the vehicles in which they are riding and 

should so inquire with the driver at the onset of the trip. 

 

Non-member guests are welcome to participate in all Society events to the extent they do not displace members 

when there is a limit on number of participants. 

 

Outings, field trips or service activities will not be held without the presence of a Trip leader designated by the 

Society.  The Trip leader may appoint as many Assistant Leaders as may be required for the proper conduct of the 

event.  Questions concerning any specific field trip or service activity may be directed to the designated Trip 

Leader.  

  

All persons participating in any Society Field Event signifies that that person releases the Society from all liability 

for any injury or harm and agrees to hold the Society harmless in connection with the event. 



    

THE NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO FIELD ETHICS 
 

The Native Plant Society of New Mexico recognizes the importance of collecting plants for 
educational and scientific purposes.  The primary justification is that it contributes to an 
increased knowledge of and appreciation for the native flora. 
 
Collecting is also necessary for introducing new species into horticulture.  Even of species 
already available from commercial sources, additional collections provide new genetic material 
which can be used to improve cultivated strains. 
 
Incidental collecting for purposes of plant identification, teaching, nature demonstrations, and 
like purposes enhances individual knowledge, promotes public education, and increases 
environmental awareness. 
 
If done with proper care and consideration of the impact on plant populations, most plant 
collecting is not detrimental.  Rarely is it necessary to take an entire plant.  For most perennials, 
a small portion of a plant is sufficient to make an herbarium specimen, and the roots are usually 
left undisturbed.  Annuals are almost always present in large numbers.  Seeds and cuttings are 
the preferred propagules for bringing wild plants into cultivation, and their taking rarely causes 
any impact. 
 
THE FIELD CODE OF CONDUCT: Two important questions should be considered before taking 
specimens.  1. Will the collection of this plant (or part thereof) contribute to educational or 
scientific advancement?  2.  What will be the effect of this collection on the population of this 
species?  The following guidelines should be used to answer these questions and minimize 
impact on the environment. 
 
a. Collecting should be done inconspicuously.  Chance observers may not understand the 
reasons for such activity and conclude that they may do likewise.  Remember that simple 
picking of wildflowers has decimated a number of species.  If someone appears while you are 
collecting, take the time to explain what you are doing, and that you are being careful not to 
deplete the populations. 
 
b. Collect only common species except for serious study.  Instructors in particular are 
encouraged to use common species for demonstrating collecting techniques and plant 
structures. 
 
c. Collectors should obey all national, state, local, and tribal laws, and should obtain all 
necessary permits before collecting. 
 
FIELD TRIPS:  In order to minimize the impacts of our field trips and make them as enjoyable 
as possible, all field trip participants are required to comply with the code of conduct.  It is the 
responsibility of each chapter president or field trip coordinator to see that field trip leaders are 
aware of their responsibilities.  It is the responsibility of field trip leaders to make sure that all 
participants are informed of the rules and expectations for their behavior before beginning the 
trip.  Leaders must know the rules and regulations of land owners and land management 
agencies before beginning a field trip, and must obtain any necessary collecting permits if 
collecting is intended.  In addition to the Rules for Field Conduct, leaders shall determine which 
of the following rules will be in effect on a given trip.   
 
a. In many habitats trampling causes more damage than collecting.  Drive only on established 
roads.  Don’t park on vegetated shoulders.  Walk carefully, and keep to existing trails as much as 
possible.  Do not take groups of people into fragile habitats or populations of rare species.  Do 
not create new disturbances. 



 
b. Most field trips are to locations where plants are protected by law.  Causal, indiscriminate 
collecting is prohibited on most trips.  If a participant finds an interesting plant, the leader’s 
attention should be called to it, and he/she will determine whether it may be picked without 
causing undue decline in the population.  Field trip leaders may waive this rule in certain 
situations, such as in large fields of abundant or weedy plants, or for specific surveys. 
 
c.  Many people go on field trips to enjoy fresh, unpolluted air.  If you must smoke, be 
conscientious about staying downwind from the rest of the group.  Be aware of fire hazards, and 
carry out butts (they are deadly to wildlife). 
 
d. Take out all your trash.  This includes biodegradables and toilet paper, which decompose 
slowly in arid environments.  Deeply bury solid personal waste and never defecate near bodies 
of water. 
 
e. No animal, wild or domestic, is to be disturbed unnecessarily.  Educational demonstrations 
with captured retiles, amphibians, and small mammals (except endangered species) are 
acceptable; handle them carefully and release them exactly where they were captured.  Rocks, 
logs, etc. moved to look for wildlife should be replaced as precisely as possible.  Don’t knowingly 
approach birds on nests.  Be as quiet as possible. 
 
f. Leave gates as you find them. 
 
g. Gathering of firewood is usually not allowed.  Most field trips sites are too heavily visited to 
sustain such harvest. 
 
h.  In summary, use common sense.  Endeavor to leave a natural site exactly as you found it.     
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