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Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting 

Native Plant Society of New Mexico 
January 11, 2013 

NMEFCU Training Center, Albuquerque 

Present:  

Officers: Renée West, President; Lolly Jones, Membership Secretary; John White, Treasurer; 

Pamela McBride, Recording Secretary  

 

Committee Chairs: Jack Carter, Finance Committee 

 

Other Participants and Guests: Cindy Roper, Administrative Coordinator; Bob Sivinski, Santa 

Fe; Martha Carter, Gila; Tom Antonio, Santa Fe 

 

 

A. Call to order, Jack Carter, Finance committee chair: Jack called the meeting to order at 

9:15 a.m., January 11, 2013.                

 

B. Overview of 2013 Budget 
                                                                                                       

1. Membership dues were $18,558.00, $558.00 above budget. Contributions above dues 

amounted to $2,147.00, while other contributions totaled $434.00. The projected amount of 

$2,000.00 included what we thought we could expect from New Mexico Educators Federal 

Credit Union. Jason, who was Tom’s contact at NMEFCU, moved to a different job and 

there has been no contact so far with the new director. Tom emphasized that this donation 

came solely from the Santa Fe NMEFCU and that any chapter can speak to their local 

credit unions about including their chapter in the community rewards program. Advertising 

revenues, netting $500.00, were $500.00 below budget, but Cindy noted that we actually 

got $1200.00 in fees, but some were posted in 2011. This year all of the checks should post 

in this fiscal year, so she adjusted the budgeted amount for 2013 from $800.00 to $1100.00 

which is the amount she expects to receive. Poster sales were $20 below budget, and there 

were no publication sales. Book sales listed on the budget worksheet reflect only those to 

the El Paso Chapter, totaling $363.00; we have not received an annual report from Rachel, 

so this will have to be corrected at the time we receive it. Interest income on the operating 

account was $11.00. The total revenues were $34,579.00, $7,000.00 more than projected.  

 

2. Expenditures totaled $38,919.00, $5,799.00 over budget. The administrative assistant 

salary for the year was $5,500.00, spending $500.00 less than the $6,000 we had budgeted. 

We budgeted $500 for the SWCP website setup and annual fee and we only spent $199.00 

and the line item for president’s contingencies was $500, of which only $10.00 was spent. 

As well, $500.00 was allowed for Board and committee meetings and $403.00 of that was 

spent. Lolly said chapters should encourage their members to renew before the end of the 

fiscal year. Otherwise chapters will not receive rebates in the same fiscal year. The costs of 

printing, packaging, and postage and USPS presort and bulk rate fees were much higher 

than expected for the newsletter, running $1,901.00 over the budgeted amount.  Workshop 

costs resulted in an overall net loss of $129.00. Everyone felt this was well worth it for the 

exposure and educational opportunities the workshops provide. Bob will not be doing as 

many workshops this year as in 2012, primarily due to conflicts with his contract workload. 

The budgeted amount for designing and printing rack card brochures was $1,000.00 and 
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only $521.00 was spent. The total budget for postage and supplies needed for sending 

renewal notices and thank you notes by the membership secretary was $1200.00 and the 

total cost came to $101.00 less. $200was budgeted for printing and postage for posters; 

only $22.00 was used. Jim McGrath did not use any of the $1000.00 set aside for 

conservation projects. He has resigned from this position and Jack would like to see a 

description of the Conservation Committee chair’s responsibilities compiled and then an 

announcement placed in the next newsletter including the description and asking for a 

volunteer to fill this important position. Once again this year, Kim Anderson did our taxes, 

saving us any CPA fees.  

 

C. Discussion 

 

1. The committee discussed increasing Cindy Roper’s salary and voted unanimously to do so, 

but Cindy magnanimously refused the raise. Lolly is moving to California and so the 

committee discussed the need to pay someone to do the membership coordinator job. The 

committee decided to include a line item of $3,000.00 to fund this position. Whether to 

continue the sale of books was discussed and Jack in particular felt that Rachel was 

dropped into the position without much direction. This has been a problem for the last two 

book sales chairs and needs to be revisited at the Board meeting in February. Tom 

suggested including a year-end summary of activities and where donations have been spent 

along with the annual appeal letter. In order to cover the increased costs of doing this, the 

committee wanted to increase the suggested budget amount from $500.00 to $700.00. Jack 

made the offer that the Carter Fund would pay for this cost instead. Committee members 

thought this was a good alternative. The checking account balance is $10,135.00 and that 

of savings is $5,882.00. 

 

2. The committee voted unanimously to accept the attached proposed budget for 2013. 

 

D. Review of Investment Accounts 

  

1. Last year, there was $62,375.00 in unrestricted funds in Charter Bank, making no interest. 

This was transferred into the unrestricted portfolio at Edward Jones.  Jack proposed that 

some of the funds in the unrestricted account should be transferred to the restricted fund 

account with Edward Jones into longer term investments that will yield a higher return.  

 

E. Recruiting Leaders in Education to Join the Board 

Jack would like to see educators in the public schools join our Board since we want to learn 

how best to assist educators in any way we can to help young people to get excited and 

interested in native plants. Jack suggested that Stephanie Bestelmeyer from the Asombro 

Institute might be a good candidate.  

 

F. Another Location for the Finance Committee Meeting 

Because several of the Board or committee members have to take annual leave to attend the 

meeting, it was suggested that it be held on the weekend. Pam suggested her house or the 

Rio Grande Nature Center. She will check into whether the Nature Center is a viable 

option. John will do the same for his suggestion of the Bosque del Apache meeting room. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 pm. 


