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Directions and meet-up locations will be in your registration packet.  Fee for Workshop 

B will be paid with your registration fee.  Fees for Workshop C and Field Trip #13 will be 

paid on site (cash or check only).   

Do remember to bring plenty of water, sunscreen, hat, snacks, appropriate shoes, 

hiking poles, lunch on Sunday (unless you plan to leave early), and hand lens for Field 

Trips #6 and #8, if you have one. 

The Sunday Field trips #12-15 are especially good for those traveling towards Santa Fe 

to return home; #15 (Santa Barbara) will lead you onto the “High Road.” 

 

Field Trips Thursday 9/14, 4:00-5:30 pm 

FULL FT-1:  Pot Creek Archaeology.  Located across the highway from Fort Burgwin, Pot 

Creek is the largest prehistoric pueblo north of Santa Fe.  Seven hundred years ago it was 

home to several hundred ancestral Puebloan people. Difficulty: easy, less than 1FT mile  

Limit: 15  Leader: Mike Adler, Director, SMU-in-Taos 

 

FT-2:  Historic Fort Burgwin.  Learn the history of this 19th c. cantonment and how it 

evolved into the education campus it is today.  Difficulty: easy, less than 1 mile.  Limit: 

15  Leader: John Ubelaker 

 

Workshops Saturday 9/16, 8am-noon  

CANCELLED WKSP-A:  Creating Monoprints with Seeds.  Create a one-of-a-kind 

masterpiece using native seeds. (The image of native grass seeds in the Conference logo is a 

monoprint.)  Paper, inks, and seeds will be supplied, but feel free to bring your own seeds or 

flowers (fresh or dried, not too thick, fleshy or woody). Location:  Art Barn at Fort Burgwin.  

Materials fee: $15  Limit: 8  Leader: Barrie Andrews, MFA  

WKSP-B:  Bookmaking:  Creating the "flower fold" book 

form.  You will create an 8½" book form using two sheets of 

printed images.  We will provide images of seeds and flowers, 

but participants may bring their own images if desired 
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(drawings, photocopies or ink-jet printed on ordinary copier paper). In addition, 

participants who have them should bring Exacto knife, glue stick, metal ruler; however, 

tools will be provided for those who do not have them.   (See a video demonstration of a 

similar folding form: www.youtube.com/watch?v=hpg1BBzf8bQ)  Location:  Art Barn at 

Fort Burgwin. Materials fee: $15  Limit: 8  Leaders: Carol Farmer and Jane Farmer, 

members of the Taos & Santa Fe Book Arts Groups  

WKSP-C:  Sagebrush Distilling.  Participate in steam-distillation of freshly harvested 

Artemisia tridentata, yielding both the essential oil and a hydrosol. During the distillation 

process, you’ll learn about the plant’s physical characteristics, signatures, herbal uses, 

local folklore, and history. Participants will take home small samples. (NOTE:  subject to 

cancellation if we do not have sufficient rains in August.)  Location: Leader Wendy 

Whiteman’s house  Limit: 10. Materials fee: $8, to be paid on site. 

WKSP-D:  Grass Identification.  This is a beginner’s workshop in identifying native 

grasses. Basic grass structure will be demonstrated.  There will be an easy stroll around 

the Fort grounds for collection and to gain recognition and identification followed by 

classroom time.  Limit: 15  Leader: Chick Keller 

  

Field Trips Saturday 9/16, 8am-noon 

2 spaces left FT-3:  Italianos Trail (off the Taos Ski Valley Rd). Cross a mountain 

stream seven times, hike an old mule trail, learn about plants of the Canadian Zone, 

and arrive at an aspen grove to review the role of aspen in Spruce-Fir forest.  Difficulty:  

moderate Distance: 2-3 mi.  Elevation: 8700-9000’  Limit: 15  Leader:  John Ubelaker 

FULL FT-4:  Amole Canyon.  Common wildflowers in meadows and a mixed conifer forest.  

Difficulty: easy  Distance 3 mi.  Elevation: 8200-8600’  Limit: 15  Leader:  David L. Witt 

FULL FT-5:  Mi Casita: Visit and Talk "Aldo and Estella Leopold in New Mexico.”  Drive to 

Tres Piedras, northwest of Taos, to visit Mi Casita, the house that Aldo & Elstella Leopold built, 

and learn about their life in the Carson National Forest, Aldo's later conservation concepts, and 

current restoration activities.  Mi Casita is now the home of the New Mexico Leopold Writing 

Program.  A small native plant garden has been created with help from the Taos chapter 

NPSNM.  Difficulty: easy, less than 1 mi.  Limit: 15  Leader:  Richard Rubin 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hpg1BBzf8bQ
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FULL FT-6:  Mosses on My Mind: Bryophytes for the Beginner.  We’ll drive to the top of the 

Taos Ski Valley to the Bavarian Lodge. If you’ve previously given mosses only a passing glance, 

you’ll learn how to actually see and identify them, all the while engaging in informative 

conversations. Handouts provided. Bring a 10x hand lens if you have one. Difficulty: easy, less 

than 1 mi.  Elevation: 10,000’. Limit: 15  Leaders: Kelly Allred and Russ Kleinman. 

FT-7:  Hunt for Butterflies (and maybe tag Monarchs).  Location to be determined 

based on local conditions.  Difficulty: easy  Distance: TBD, but less than 2 mi. Limit: 

15  Leader: Steve Cary, the Butterfly Guy 

FT-8:  Seed Collection.  Learn how to collect seeds from native plants and which 

plants are valuable resources for restoration and rehabilitation projects.  Collection 

supplies will be provided. Difficulty:  easy  Distance: less than 2 miles Location: 

Carson Forest, specific location based on seed maturation TBD closer to date.  Limit: 

15  Leaders: staff of the Applied Ecology Institute 

 

Field Trips Sunday 9/17, 8:30am-noon or longer   

2 spaces left  FT-9:  Tree Walk around and History of Fort Burgwin. Dominant and 

common plants of the Transition zone will be examined. This zone extends from about 

6,000 to 8,000 feet and is characterized by several dominant plants and some invasive 

species. Visit the NPSNM/Taos herbarium housed on the campus.  Difficulty: easy  

Distance: than 2 miles  Limit: 15  Leader: John Ubelaker 

FT-10:  Williams Lake.  From the hiker’s parking lot in the Taos Ski Valley we will walk 

through floristically rich areas to a sub-alpine lake set at the base of the majestic slope 

of Mt. Wheeler, the highest point in New Mexico. Our route includes a small marsh, 

deep forest, and below-treeline alpine ecosystems.  Difficulty: moderate (moderately 

strenuous for those not used to high elevation)  Distance: 4 miles (approx. hiking time: 

4–5 hrs)  Elevation: 10,000–11,000’  Limit: 15  Leader: David L. Witt 

FT-11:  Range Restoration (optional for the afternoon: into the Rio Grand del Norte 

National Monument – bring lunch).  Meet at Rio Grande Gorge Bridge west side 

Visitor Center.  Bring high clearance cars.  Learn geologic history at bridge, then visit 

grass and sagebrush steppe ecological sites and 2007 fire with state and transition sites 
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for rehabilitation at Wolf Springs Ranch.  For those who can stay on for the afternoon 

we’ll continue into the National Monument looking at central volcanoes, Piñon-Juniper 

burns and range restoration treatment of sagebrush steppe. Difficulty:  easy  Limit: 

min 5, no maximum Leaders: Tony Benson and Martha Brown. 

FT-12:  UNM-Taos Landscape Art & Rio Grand del Norte NM Taos Overlook Trail.  

Stroll through the recently landscaped campus enhanced with native plants and art 

installations. We’ll then drive a few miles down the road to the Taos Overlook trail.  The 

trail, mostly level, follows an old track through sage, piñon, and juniper, with views over 

the Rio Pueblo, eventually ending at an overlook view of the Taos Junction Bridge that 

crosses the Rio Grande, just below the junction of the two rivers.  Difficulty: easy, 3-4 

mi.  Elevation: about 6800’  Limit: 15  Leader: Paul Bryan Jones 

FULL FT-13:  Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Preserve.  Located 30 miles south of Taos (north of 

Ohkay Owingeh), off Hwy 68, 12-mile long Mesa Prieta contains the greatest number of 

petroglyphs (estimated to be close to 100,000) in New Mexico, ranging from Archaic through 

Puebloan through Historic (post contact 1598). You will be enchanted by the number of animal 

flute players carved onto the basalt boulders.  A $30 donation to the Project is requested.  

Website: mesaprietapetroglyphs.org.  Difficulty: moderate (short distances, short but steep 

rocky trails)  Distance: ~1 mile  Elevation: 5800’  Limit: 15  Leader:  Russell Martenson 

 

FT-14:  La Vista Verde Trail in the Rio Grand del Norte NM.  A beautiful short hike 

that wanders through sage, junipers/piñons, open meadows, and basalt boulders, 

hugging the edge of a bench with a steep drop off to the Rio Grande. The hike ends at a 

bench with a wonderful view of the river to the north.  You will see petroglyphs and 

possibly big horn sheep. Difficulty: easy  Distance: 2.5 miles  Elevation: 6400 +/- 100’  

Limit: 15  Leader: Carina Short  

FT-15:  Santa Barbara Canyon.  A 45-minute drive south (Highways 518, 75, 73) takes 

us to the Rio Santa Barbara and a trail south along its Middle Fork through meadows to 

a mixed conifer ecosystem that presents a wealth of flower species to examine. We will 

likely make our way along a wide trail for 2 miles or so before returning by the same 

route. Difficulty:  easy–moderate Distance: 4 miles  Elevation: 8,800–9,800’. Limit: 

15  Leader: TBA 

mesaprietapetroglyphs.org

