
10th annual

river festival
celebrating america’s first wilderness river 

phillip parotti

Gila Conservation Coalition presents

SEPTEMBER 18–21, 2 014
Silver City / Gila River / Gila National Forest

575.538.8078 www.gilaconservation.org



2

“Untrammeled by man,” America’s wilderness areas are 
“breathing spaces” where we can reconnect to nature and sat-
isfy our souls. Likewise wilderness rivers by their very essence 
have not been manipulated by man and are free to meander 
and flow without barrier or restraint. With our nation’s first wil-
derness area and first wilderness river in our own backyard, we 
have a responsibility to uphold the ideals of the Wilderness Act 
not only for ourselves, but also for the larger community of life. 

In 2014, we commemorate two momentous wilderness milestones. 
Across the country, conservationists will honor the Wilderness Act’s 50th an-
niversary. In southwest New Mexico, we’ll also celebrate the Gila Wilderness 
Area’s 90th anniversary and the 10th anniversary of the Gila River Festival. 
As America’s first wilderness river, the Gila’s verdant thread of life weaves 
through these celebrations. 

Many of our nation’s greatest rivers have been dammed, diverted, 
or otherwise altered for economic benefit. Yet our free-flowing Gila River has 
survived multiple attempts to dam, divert and constrain its flow. The headwa-
ters of the Gila River lie in the heart of the 558,000-acre Gila Wilderness, a 
refuge for native plants and wildlife and a special place of solitude and quiet 
for humans. It’s not too late to save the Gila and preserve its outstanding 
natural, cultural, and recreational values for wildlife and for present and future 
generations.

There is no more crucial time for concerted action than now, as 
2014 marks the year that New Mexico will make its decision under the 
Arizona Water Settlements Act. Will New Mexico decide to divert the Gila 
River and destroy its fragile ecology and beauty? Or will we have the wisdom 
to follow in the footsteps of conservation pioneer Aldo Leopold, Wilder-
ness Act author Howard Zahniser, and other visionaries who understood the 
intrinsic value of our beloved river and the surrounding wilderness? 

As members of the community of life that is sustained by a healthy 
Gila River, we must take a stand for our river. After all, as David Brower said, 
“The wild places are where we began. When they end, so do we.”

10th annual

river festival
celebrating america’s first wilderness river 
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TRavEl TiME
Mogollon Box Campground ~ 35 miles, 45 minutes
Cherry Creek ~ 20 miles, 30 minutes
Gila Bird Area ~ 30 miles, 45 minutes
Gila Cliff Dwellings Visitors’ Center ~ 60 miles, 1.5 hrs

lodging

The lovingly restored historic Murray Hotel in downtown Silver 
City is offering discounted rates of $84 per night for Gila River 

Festival guests. Call 575-956-9400 or visit www.murray-hotel.com.

For other options, see the Silver City Arts and Cultural District website at 
silvercitytourism.org/lodging-main or call 575-538-5555.

For camping in the Gila National Forest, see their website at www.fs.usda.
gov/gila or call 575-388-8201. The Mogollon Box Campground is located 
at the end of Box Canyon Rd. (NM 293) in Cliff, but is not listed on the 
website or Gila National Forest map. See the Silver City Arts and Cultural 
District website at silvercitytourism.org/camping or call 575-538-5555 for 
more camping ideas.

FESTival Food
Silver City has many excellent restaurants. See the Desert Exposure website, 
www.desertexposure.com, for suggestions. 

P l A N N i N G 

Your Trip

from  
Silver City to 

Visit us on Facebook!   
www.facebook.com/gilaRiverFestival
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Gila River Festival field trips and workshops have limited space and require 
pre-registration and a fee. Please register by September 11 to guarantee 
your participation. You may register online with payment via PayPal or mail 
in the registration form with your payment. Events fill up quickly; please 
register early to avoid disappointment. late arrivals will be accepted at the 
event site as space permits. Please leave your pets at home. Carpooling is 
encouraged. Note: Events at Western New Mexico University, Silver City 
Museum, and little Toad Creek do not require pre-registration.

Name(s)

Address City State Zip

Phone Email

 nuMBER  
EvEnT oF PEoPlE FEE ToTal

THuRSdaY 9/18
Wilderness Art $20
Fly Fishing Class $25
Butterflies of the Gila  $16

FRidaY 9/19
Geology of the Gila Basin $16
Walk the line $16
Sierra Club Hike at little Creek $20
Audubon Gila Bird Area $20
Cherry Creek to Signal Peak $16

F E E S  & 

Registration
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 nuMBER  
EvEnT oF PEoPlE FEE ToTal

SaTuRdaY 9/20
Wilderness River Hike $20
Gila by Bus $35
Kayak the Gila $85

SundaY 9/21
Anniversary Brunch *
*See page 33 for price range
Help protect the Gila River  
by becoming a member of the  
Gila Conservation Coalition at an
introductory cost of only $10! $10

Handmade Guitar raffle ticket $50

 ToTAl eNCloSed $

Events at the Besse Forward Global Resource Center are wheelchair 
accessible. For questions about handicapped access for other events, 
please call the Gila Conservation Coalition at 575-538-8078.

Festival Headquarters: Registration & information, T-shirts. 
 Headquarters Thursday & Friday: Besse Forward Global Resource Center, 
Western New Mexico University, 12th & Kentucky Streets.  
Headquarters Saturday: Silver City Visitors’ Center, Hudson & Broadway.

Fee waiver: Most Festival activities require a registration fee. However, a 
small number of fee waivers are available in return for volunteering during 
the Festival. For more information, contact the Gila Conservation Coalition 
at 575-538-8078.

Make checks payable to Gila Conservation Coalition and send to  
305A N. Cooper St., Silver City, NM 88061. For more information,  
email: info@gilaconservation.org or call 575-538-8078.

Credit card payment and online registration available at 
www.gilaconservation.org/wp/?page_id=1004
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This year we dedicate the festival to three vibrant, caring young people 
who loved the Gila River. Ella Jaz Kirk, Michael Sebastian Mahl and Ella 

Sala Myers lost their lives, May 23, 2014, while conducting aerial research on 
the Signal Peak Fire. All three had just completed their sophomore year at 
Aldo leopold Charter School and were part of the YCC Ecological Monitor-
ing Team. Much of their work this year centered on monitoring the upper 
watersheds of the Gila River as it changed and responded to recent fires 
and floods. They knew the river well; it is where they lived, and where they 
learned. All three were gifted teachers and this spring they traveled to ele-
mentary classrooms teaching younger 
students about ecology, conservation 
and watershed health. Michael, Ella K 
and Ella M are pictured above in April 
at the Children’s Water Festival held 
annually at the Gila River. Their high 
school team also earned first place in a 
statewide Envirothon competition fo-
cused on the sciences and sustainabil-
ity. Ella, Ella and Michael were a gifted, 
dynamic trio, dedicated to preserving 
the Gila River, loving the land and hav-
ing fun along the way. let us take time 
to thank them and think about their 
gifts to us as we each consider how we 
can lend a hand to protect the Gila.

The Gila River  
is in your hands now

EllA MyErs

iN MEMORiAM: MICHAel MAHl, ellA KIRK, ellA MyeRS
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ella Sala Myers was an avid writer, artist and musician. She 
played and composed on violin and piano. She was recently 
honored for both her photography and video and two of her 
novels were recognized nationally. Ella was awarded a merit 
scholarship and was planning to attend the School of the Art 

institute Chicago’s Summer Arts Program. Ella was also an accomplished 
equestrian, runner and cyclist.

ella Jaz Kirk was a determined activist who believed in our 
power to save the Gila River. She created a 2,500-signature 
petition to the interstate Stream Commission and a 6,400-sig-
nature petition which she delivered to Governor Martinez to 
keep the Gila free of any diversion. She loved to play fiddle, 

find beauty and be near water. Ella planned to earn a doctorate degree in 
Aquatic Ecology and apply her research to saving wild places.

Michael Sebastian Mahl loved music and played guitar, 
drums, ukulele and mandolin and shared his talents every 
Sunday when he played with his family at the New life Fel-
lowship. Michael had an adventurous spirit 
and traveled and camped extensively with 

his family. He was yearbook editor and had been elected 
by his peers to be Student Body President.

lIFe

i wish that time could halt.
That moments in our lives where we find happiness could last forever.

i wish i could save another life.
One that could have changed this world.
For better or for worse,
But just to give that soul one last chance.

i wish i could drive out all the darkness in our world and leave only light.

i wish i could let everyone see the beauty that this life has to give . . .
For people to believe . . . feel and love without those things being seen . . .
But instead being felt with the heart . . .

i wish that those with nothing left could find their meaning.
And through that they find the flame in their soul and find a way to give.

But most of all i wish that somehow, someway,
i shall leave something behind long after i’m gone . . .
That these things that i wish for could be more than that . . .
For these things to be true . . . ~Ella Myers



8

American Rivers Anonymous  
Audubon Western Rivers Action Network—nm.audubon.org  
Center for Biological Diversity Dennis Weller Photography  

EZ Does It Ranch Gila Haven  
Gila/Mimbres Community Radio—KURU Gila Native Plant Society  

Heartpath—Meyoni High-Lonesome Books  
McCune Charitable Foundation Murray Hotel New Mexico Humanities 
Council & the National Endowment for the Humanities Pitchfork Ranch 
Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club Seedboat Center for the Arts 

Silver City Museum Western New Mexico University New Media iDEA Lab

M A j o R 

Sponsors

Gila Haven

N
ati v e  P l a n t S o ci e

t y

Gila

Pitchfork  
Ranch

        Seedboat  

        Center  

      for the 

  Arts

Anonymous

WESTERN RIVERS ACTION NETWORK
Audubon N E W  M E X I C O

Jump in before it’s too late!

Heartpath–Meyoni 

Gila/Mimbres 
Community 
Radio

Grass-Fed BeeF,  
Pork & LamBE

Z
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o
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SPONSORS
Ann McMahon Photography—www.AnnMcMahon.com Axle Canyon 

Ecological Preserve—www.axlecanyon.com Bob Garrett & Mary Hotvedt 
Bob Wilson & lisa Houston Carol Morrison & larry Mclaud Cissy 

McAndrew, United Country Mimbres Realty, EcoBroker™ & GREEN Realtor 
Elisabeth H. Simon Far Flung Adventures Mary Burton Riseley 

Mimbres Region Arts Council New Mexico Wilderness Alliance Robert 
Pittman & Kathleen Wigley Sierra Club Southern New Mexico Group 

Single Socks—A Community Thrift Store Southwest New Mexico Green  
Chamber of Commerce Southwestern New Mexico Audubon Society 

T & E, inc. Western institute for lifelong learning

FRiENDS
Alotta Gelato Bear Creek Herbs Conservation By Design 

Conservation Voters New Mexico—Education Fund Curious Kumquat 
David Rose & Ceil Murray Diane Cornelius First New Mexico Bank 

Guadalupe’s lone Mountain Native Plant Nursery— 
lonemountainnatives.com Morning Star O’Keefe’s Bookshop  
Pauline & Richard Matthews Prudential Silver City Properties  
Regalos de la Tierra Pottery Co. Ron Henry Ronald Parry  

Sharyn McDonald Silver Architects Silver City Food Co-op  
Stream Dynamics, inc. Summit Technical, inc. Syzygy Tileworks  
Tom & Consuelo Hester Vicki Allen, liSW—individual, Child and 
Couples Therapist W. Jay Garard, DDS Wentz Electric Co., llC

FeSTIvAl oRGANIzeRS
Gila Conservation Coalition Gila Resources information Project  

Upper Gila Watershed Alliance 

SPeCIAl THANKS
All of our presenters, volunteers, & the dedicated folks on the Planning Committee 

Susan Harwood Nancy Kaminski Monsoon Puppet Theater  
Carol Morrison Walter “Ski” Szymanski  

Charmeine Wait & the Silver City Museum
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EvEnT TiME   
Thursday 9/18 [Headquarters 9 a.m.–9 p.m., WNMU Global resource Center]
Wilderness Art 7:30 a.m.–2:00 p.m.        
Fly-Fishing Class 9:00 a.m.–3:30 p.m.        
Hummingbirds of the Gila 9:45 a.m.–10:45 a.m.      
Birds of the Gila 11:00 a.m.–noon      
Virtual Tour of the Gila noon–1:00 p.m.     
Butterflies of the Gila 1:15 p.m.–5:00 p.m.       
Gila Flows Needs Assessment 1:00 p.m.–2:00 p.m.      
Diary of a Citizen Scientist 2:15 p.m.–3:15 p.m.      
KEYNOTE—The Call of the Wilderness 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.      

Friday 9/19 [Headquarters 10 a.m.–5 p.m., WNMU Global resource Center]
Sierra Club Hike: little Creek 7:45 a.m.–4:00 p.m.        
Geology of the Gila Basin 8:00 a.m.–noon        
Gila Bird Area: Audubon Hike 8:15 a.m.–12:30 p.m.       
Walk the line 8:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.       
Wilderness Act After 50 Years 11:00 a.m.–noon     
Cherry Creek to Signal Peak 1:00 p.m.–4:30 p.m.       
A Wilderness River 1:00 p.m.–2:00 p.m.      
Hike the Gila—Protect the Gila 2:15 p.m.–3:15 p.m.      
Gila Rising/Gila immersion 5:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.     

Saturday 9/20 [Headquarters 9 a.m.–5 p.m., silver City Visitors’ Center]
Wilderness River Hike 8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.       
Gila By Bus 8:45 a.m.–3:00 p.m.        
Kayak the Gila 9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.  
Water Wheel Ceremony 11:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.        
Monsoon Puppet Theater Parade noon–2:00 p.m.    
Wilderness Film Fest 1:00 p.m.–3:45 p.m.     
Gala for the Gila 8:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.      

Sunday 9/21
Anniversary Brunch 10:30 a.m.–noon        
Gila River Blessing 2:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.        

ongoing Throughout Festival
See Exhibit & Art details on pages 36–37

S C H E D U l E  overview
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  locaTion/MEETing PlacE FEE
         
     Silver City Visitors’ Center 7:15 a.m. $20 

     Silver City Visitors’ Center 8:45 a.m. $25 
       WNMU Global Resource Center FREE 

      WNMU Global Resource Center FREE 
       Silver City Museum Annex FREE

       Silver City Visitors’ Center 1:00 p.m. $16
       WNMU Global Resource Center FREE 

        WNMU Global Resource Center FREE 
        WNMU Global Resource Center $10 

         
        Silver City Visitors’ Center 7:30 a.m. $20 

       Silver City Visitors’ Center 7:45 a.m. $16 
        Silver City Visitors’ Center 8:00 a.m. $20

      Silver City Visitors’ Center 8:15 a.m. $16
       WNMU Global Resource Center FREE

        Silver City Visitors’ Center 12:45 p.m. $16
      WNMU Global Resource Center FREE 

        WNMU Global Resource Center FREE 
      WNMU McCray Gallery FREE 

         
      Silver City Visitors’ Center 7:45 a.m. $20

      Silver City Visitors’ Center 8:30 a.m. $35 
      TBD $85
      Silver City Visitors’ Center 10:00 a.m. FREE 

      Gough Park, noon FREE
      WNMU Parotti Building Theater FREE

       little Toad Creek Brewery $10 

 
    Seedboat Center for the Arts see p. 33

      Silver City Visitors’ Center 1:00 p.m. FREE 
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THURSdAy SEPTEMBER 18
Festival Headquarters: Besse Forward Global Resource Center, Western New 
Mexico University, 12th & Kentucky Streets, 9:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m.

WIldeRNeSS ART
Field trip to petroglyph site with Alex Mares & others. 7:30 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
Participant limit: 25. Fee: $20. Registration required: see page 4. 
Meet at the Silver City Visitors’ Center at 7:15 a.m., carpool to the lower Gila 
Box, and return to Silver City by 2:00. Travel time: 1.5 hours each way.

Join Alex Mares to explore the Apache petroglyphs of the lower Gila River. 
Helping with this field trip are Raphael Gomez and Rene lopez from Ysleta 
del Sur Pueblo, as well as leaders from Fort Sill Apache. learn about local and 
regional Apache history, survival strategies, and culture. Why did the Apache 
create petroglyphs? What was their relationship to wilderness? Plan to hike 
into the Gila River canyon where cottonwoods, willows, ashes, sycamores and 
many other plant species bring this rich riparian habitat to life. On this field 
trip, you’ll learn about the flora and fauna, with an emphasis on native peoples’ 
use of plants for medicine and food. Then, ask yourself: what would you eat if 
you got lost in the Gila? Please bring plenty of water, snacks, lunch, sunscreen, 
hat, and sturdy walking shoes. Moderate level hike down to the Gila River and 
back.

Alex Mares is a member of the Diné Nation and currently serves as President of the Chi-
huahuan Desert Education Coalition. He’s a member of the Accession Committee for the El 
Paso Museum of Archaeology, and previously served for 15 years as the lead ranger for the 
world-renowned rock art site known as Hueco Tanks State Historic Site.

F E S T i VA l  E V E N T S  & 

activities
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THURSdAy continued

Fly FISHING ClASS: A PRIMeR ANd A RARe TRoUT
Field trip to Gila Forks area. 9:00 a.m.–3:30 p.m. Participant limit: 15. Fee: $25. 
Meet at the Silver City Visitors’ Center at 8:45 a.m., carpool to the Gila Forks area, 
return to Silver City by 3:30 p.m. Travel time: 1.5 hours each way.

Join experienced fly fishing guides, Garrett VeneKlasen, Toner Mitchell, 
Dutch Salmon, Jason Amaro and Jeff Arterburn on an outing near the Gila Forks 
area where the river crosses the Heart Bar State Game Refuge. Here you will 
learn the rudiments of fishing dry flies, wet flies, nymphs and streamers, the 
basic knots, and the first-step mechanics of casting a fly. Your quest is for the 
rare Gila trout, periodically stocked in the Forks area by New Mexico Game 
& Fish. You may learn enough, even if a first time fly fisher, to hook, land, and 
release one of these colorful fish, or another New Mexico native, the Sonora 
sucker. Please bring: Your fly fishing gear (but if you don’t have any we’ll rig 
you up), hat, sunscreen, wading shoes, lunch, water, fishing license (available 
at Walmart or online at https://onlinesales.wildlife.state.nm.us/). Difficulty level: 
easy to moderate.

Garrett veneKlasen is Director of New Mexico Wildlife Federation and veteran fly fish-
er from the far north (Alaska); Toner Mitchell is Public lands Director with Trout Unlimited 
and a former guide on northern New Mexico streams; Jason Amaro is a NMWF board 
member and a former fishing guide for Chama land & Cattle; Jeff Arterburn is President of 
Gila/Rio Grande Chapter of Trout Unlimited and dutch Salmon, Gila Conservation Coali-
tion co-founder and chairman, early on when they became legal, caught a Gila trout near 20” 
on the Heart Bar and was “hooked.”

dutch Salmon fly fishes along the Gila River in the Mogollon Box area.
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THURSdAy continued

HUMMINGBIRdS oF THe GIlA
Presentation by Dr. Dale Zimmerman. 9:45–10:45 a.m.  
FRee. Besse Forward Global Resource Center Auditorium, WNMU. 

Of the 17 verified New Mexico hummingbird species, 13 are known from 
the Gila region—nine from the Gila National Forest, eight within the Gila River 
Valley itself and in the river’s tributary canyons. Breeding here annually are 
Black-chinned, Broad-tailed, and Magnificent hummingbirds, the first two com-
prising the vast majority of hummers seen during spring. 

Also regular in spring and summer is the Blue-throated hummingbird. it 
doubtless nests here, although evidence is lacking. Non-breeding, migrant Cal-
liope, Rufous, Anna’s and Allen’s hummingbirds are present annually, primarily 
July–September. Anna’s might nest here rarely. Allen’s hummingbird is a regular, 
post-breeding visitor, but in low numbers and seldom recorded. Sporadic visi-
tors such as lucifer, Broad-billed, and White-eared hummingbirds can appear 
in various habitats. The latter two species have increased in recent years, and 
eventual local breeding is perhaps possible. Berylline hummingbird has been 
recorded once. Four additional species have been documented elsewhere in 
western New Mexico and should be watched for along and near the Gila. 

dr. dale A. zimmerman, Professor Emeritus of Biology at Western New Mexico Univer-
sity, is an authority on New Mexico’s birds. With his late wife Marian, he has devoted many 
hundreds of hours to photographing and studying hummingbirds across the southwestern 
United States and in the Neotropics.

BIRdS oF THe GIlA: HoW WIll A RIveR dIveRSIoN  
AFFeCT THeM?
Presentation by Mike Fugagli. 11:00 a.m.–noon.  
FRee. Besse Forward Global Resource Center Auditorium, WNMU. 

Ornithologist Mike Fugagli will present some of the findings from a recently 
published study of Gila River flows and the impacts of water diversion on Gila 
Valley birds. The Gila’s aquatic and riparian habitats provide food, shelter, and 
nesting sites for 142 species of birds that use riparian habitat. More than half 
of these birds are considered to be riparian obligates, i.e., species that exclu-
sively occupy stream-side habitats. if a Gila River diversion is built, we expect 
that a number of riparian obligate birds—Common Black-Hawk, Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo (federally listed as threatened), and Southwestern Willow Flycatcher 
(federally listed as endangered), as well as others—will lose habitat and their 
populations may decline.

Gila Valley resident Mike Fugagli is an ornithologist and naturalist.
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THURSdAy continued

TAKe A vIRTUAl HIKe AloNG THe GIlA RIveR
Presentation by Nathan Newcomer, NM Wilderness Alliance. Noon–1:00 p.m.  
FRee. Silver City Museum Brown Bag lunch Series, Silver City Museum Annex. 

No breaking a sweat on this walk! Join Nathan Newcomer as he leads a vir-
tual hike, complete with great photos and stories, along 50 miles of the Gila 
River. Nathan started his 50-mile hike on May 27 and ended it on June 3rd, the 
90th anniversary of the designation of the Gila Wilderness Area. This year is 
also the 50th anniversary of the Wilderness Act, and his hike celebrated both 
of these anniversaries. Newcomer will also discuss the inventory he did along 
the river in hope of having the Gila River designated a Wild and Scenic River. 

Nathan Newcomer is a fifth generation New Mexican. His great grandfather, Jefferson 
Hughes Broyles, named Crownpoint, NM, and his great uncle drilled the well at Georgia 
O’Keeffe’s Ghost Ranch. Newcomer works for the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance as the 
Gila Grassroots Organizer. He also volunteers with various organizations, including the Gila 
River Festival and the Silver City Museum. When not busy working and volunteering, New-
comer enjoys creating pastel paintings.

BUTTeRFlIeS oF THe GIlA
Field trip with Ron Parry (destination TBD). 1:15 p.m.–5:00 p.m. 
Participant limit: 15. Fee: $16. Registration required: see page 4. 
Meet at the Silver City Visitors’ Center at 1:00 pm, and return to Silver City by 
5:00 p.m. Travel time: 30–45 minutes each way. difficulty level: moderate.

The anthropologist loren Eiseley once wrote: “if there is magic on this plan-
et, it is contained in water.” The truth of this statement is easily verified by walk-
ing along the streams and rivers of the Gila bioregion with an attentive mind. 
The water in these areas nourishes a remarkable degree of biodiversity that 
includes many beautiful and interesting butterflies. This field trip will provide 
an introduction to some of these butterflies, as we explore one of the local 
riparian areas (wherever flowering plants and thus butterfly numbers are best). 

Butterflies depend on water in complex and subtle ways. One of these is 
the activity known as “puddling.” This behavior is exhibited by male butterflies, 
which congregate on damp ground in order to ingest sodium ions. The sodium 
is then passed to the female butterfly during mating. Participants should have a 
chance to observe “puddling” on this field trip.

Please bring hat, sunscreen, water, and snacks.
Ron Parry is a retired biochemist with a lifelong interest in natural history and environ-

mental issues.
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THURSdAy continued

GIlA FloW NeedS ASSeSSMeNT
Presentation by Martha Cooper, The Nature Conservancy. 1:00–2:00 p.m.  
FRee. Besse Forward Global Resource Center Auditorium, WNMU. 

Martha Cooper’s presentation is a synthesis of a report that describes the 
existing condition of the Gila River in the Cliff-Gila Valley. it examines the po-
tential impacts of a Gila River diversion and climate change on the riparian 
and aquatic ecosystem. Academic, agency and consulting scientists who have 
expertise in some aspect of the Gila River’s hydrology and ecology wrote and 
contributed to this assessment. 

Flow variability is the defining feature of the Gila River in the Cliff-Gila Val-
ley—creating a multi-aged riparian forest, floodplain wetlands and an array of 
aquatic and floodplain habitats that support a diversity of wildlife, including 
five threatened and endangered species. River flows fluctuate widely from one 
year to another and also within a year. Flows during each season have specific 
ecological functions and maintain diverse habitats. Examples of the relation-
ships of how river flows directly influence biodiversity will be presented. 

in addition, two scenarios will be described: 1) diversion allowed under the 
Arizona Water Settlements Act, and 2) climate modeling and corresponding 
changes in streamflow. Both scenarios will reduce the number and magnitude 
of mid-size flows in the 400–4,000 cubic feet per second range. if the frequen-
cy of these flows is reduced, the floodplain will receive less water (be inun-
dated less often), with decreases in the alluvial aquifer recharge, faster declines 
in surface water and groundwater, and increased surface water temperatures. 
These potential changes will affect components of the Gila River ecosystem in 
a variety of ways, which will be the focus of this presentation.

Martha Cooper is The Nature Conservancy’s Southwest New Mexico Field Representa-
tive. She has worked for The Nature Conservancy since 2006, focusing on conservation in 
the upper Gila and Mimbres watersheds through land protection, restoration, policy, and 
partnerships.

ornithologist  
Mike Fugagli leads 
a Gila River Festival 
field trip.
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THURSdAy continued

dIARy oF A CITIzeN SCIeNTIST
Presentation by Sharman Apt Russell. 2:15–3:15 p.m. 
FRee. Besse Forward Global Resource Center Auditorium, WNMU.

Revolution and renaissance! in the exploding world of citizen science, hun-
dreds of thousands of volunteers are monitoring climate change, tracking bird 
migration, and following their bliss counting stardust for NASA or excavating 
mastodons. The sheer number of citizen scientists, combined with new tech-
nology, is beginning to shape how research gets done. in her multi-media pre-
sentation “Diary of a Citizen Scientist: Chasing Tiger Beetles and Other New 
Ways of Engaging the World,” award-winning author Sharman Apt Russell will 
discuss the diversity of citizen science projects on the Gila River, as well as the 
writing of her new book on this subject.

Under the tutelage of two world experts on tiger beetles, Sharman spent the 
field seasons of 2011 and 2012 studying the larval biology of Cicindela sedec-
impuncata, an elegant and fierce insect that periodically swarms the river banks 
of the Mogollon Creek Campground, Bill Evans lake, and the Gila River Bird 
Area. She wanted to be the first to rear up this beetle’s tiny larvae. She wanted 
to spend hours, “sun-kissed and plant-besotted,” observing its violent preda-
tions in the wild. She wanted to become newly engaged in her life. Collector’s 
net in hand, she negotiated the realities of global warming and celebrated the 
beauty of this rural landscape. At the same time, she explored other citizen sci-
ence projects in southwestern New Mexico—Nature’s Notebook, Site Steward 
Program, Wildlife linkages, and many more. Her talk will inform and perhaps 
even inspire; you may leave the Gila River Festival with a new future as a citizen 
scientist yourself.

A well-known nature and science writer, Sharman Apt Russell has authored numerous 
books, including Standing in the light: My life as a Pantheist and Hunger: An Unnatural His-
tory. Her Diary of a Citizen Scientist is forthcoming this October by Oregon State University 

Press. For more information, go 
to www.sharmanaptrussell.com 
or her author’s Facebook page.

Sharman Apt Russell has 
spent countless hours 
observing the behaviors 
of the tiger beetle.
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THURSdAy continued

 THe CAll oF THe WIldeRNeSS 
 Keynote Address by Dave Foreman

 7:00–8:30 p.m. doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Besse Forward Global Resource Center Auditorium, 
WNMU. $10 Suggested Donation at the door.  
Students FRee.

Why does wilderness call to us? Perhaps the need for wildness is hard-wired 
in each of us, whether we heed the call or not. 

Writer and conservationist Dave Foreman returns to the Gila River Festival 
this year to speak about the intrinsic value of wilderness, the history of the Gila 
Wilderness, and the Gila River—America’s first wilderness river. The keynote 
speaker at the 2009 Gila River Festival, New Mexico native son Dave Foreman 
attracted an enthusiastic, standing-room-only crowd. it would be difficult to 
find someone more eloquent and passionate than Foreman to speak to the 
necessity of wild places and free-flowing rivers.

For decades, Foreman has been at the forefront of environmental activism. 
in the 1970s he worked for the Wilderness Society, but eventually became dis-
illusioned with the compromising stance of national environmental groups. in 
response, he started the group Earth First!, also founding and editing the Earth 
First! Journal for many years. He went on to start the Wildlands Project and also 
began his own environmental think tank, the Rewilding institute. He is also a 
co-founder and acting board member of the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance. 

dave Foreman is the author of several books, including Take Back Conservation, Rewild-
ing North America, and Confessions of an Eco-Warrior. He serves as the director of the 
Rewilding institute, a nonprofit working to develop and promote the ideas and strategies 
to advance continental-scale conservation in North America, particularly the need for large 
carnivores and a permeable landscape for their movement. 

© 2004 Tony Bonanno

“We need to walk in respect on the earth,  
not out of a sense of  

duty, but out of a sense of joy.” 
~Dave Foreman
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FRIdAy SEPTEMBER 19
Festival Headquarters: Besse Forward Global Resource Center, Western New 
Mexico University, 12th & Kentucky Streets, 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

SIeRRA ClUB RIo GRANde CHAPTeR HIKe AT lITTle CReeK
Field trip with Rick lane. 7:45 a.m.–4:00 p.m. 
Participant limit: 20. Fee: $20. Meet at Silver City Visitor’s Center at 7:30 a.m., 
carpool to Gila Cliff Dwellings Visitors’ Center, and return to Silver City by 4:00 
p.m. Travel time: 1.5 hours each way. difficulty level: Strenuous

Join Rick lane of the Sierra Club for a Wilderness hike along little Creek, 
near the Gila River’s Middle Fork. The trip will begin at the Gila Cliff Dwellings 
Visitors’ Center at about 9:15. The hike will follow trail #160, gaining a moder-
ate elevation of 400 feet in the first 3 miles. Then there is a 1-mile descent to 
little Creek, ending at a picnic lunch site. The hike will be an out-and-back, with 
the group returning the same way, for a total of 8 miles, lasting between 4-6 
hours. This trail has some nice views of valley, with park-like scenery surround-
ing little Creek. Participants should wear sturdy hiking boots, bring a backpack 
with lunch, sunscreen, hat, and enough water for the day (at least 2 liters). 

Rick lane is an avid hiker and backpacker, and has been hiking the Gila Wilderness for 
20 years. Rick has been a Sierra Club member since 1998, is the Temporary Chairman of 
inner City Outings, and is Red Cross certified. He lives in El Paso and enjoys bowling, fishing, 
hiking, kayaking, biking and traveling. 

D
en

ise
 B

la
ke

2012 Gila River Festival Kayak Trip



20

FRIdAy continued

GeoloGy oF THe GIlA BASIN
Field trip with Dave Menzie and Amber Rheubottom. 8:00 a.m.–noon. 
Participant limit: 10. Fee: $16. Meet at the Silver City Visitors Center at 7:45 
a.m., carpool to Sacaton Mesa, off Box Canyon Road in the Gila National Forest, 
return to Silver City by noon. Travel time: One hour each way. difficulty level: 
Moderate. High clearance and/or 4WD vehicles recommended.

The Gila Basin of New Mexico is an alluviated trough of upper Cenozoic 
basin fill of the Gila Group with lesser amounts of basaltic volcanics and recent 
alluvium. A key observation central to understanding New Mexico’s landscapes 
and geomorphology is that with few exceptions, rivers state-wide are active-
ly incising, exposing surficial deposits and allowing geologists to reconstruct 
landscape change. The sedimentary clastic rocks filling the basin mostly origi-
nate from erosion of the vast pile of volcanic rocks in the uplifted Mogollon 
Mountains adjacent to the Gila Basin and thus some of the origin of the Gila 
Basin begins in the Mogollon Mountains.

dave Menzie is a Professional Geologist. For 18 years, he was a Mining/Geological En-
gineering Specialist with the New Mexico Environment Department Surface Water Quality 
Bureau Watershed Protection Section in Silver City. He usually carries at least one rock in 
his pocket. 

Amber N. Rheubottom is a working geologist and environmental scientist in the Silver 
City area. Educated in California and Utah, she has worked many western states, and now 
calls New Mexico home. Her love of the diversity and beauty of the local area and the west-
ern United States is what guides her personally and professionally.
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THe GIlA BIRd AReA: FlyWAy ANd FeedING STATIoN  
WITH AUdUBoN SoCIeTy
Field trip with Brian Dolton and Terry Timme. 8:15 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Participant limit: 12. Fee: $20. Registration required: see page 4. 
Meet at Silver City Visitors’ Center at 8:00 a.m., take van to Gila Bird Area, and 
return to Visitors’ Center by 12:30 p.m. difficulty level: Moderate. There will be 
some walking (around 1–1.5 miles total) on rough trails and through vegetation.

Join Audubon leaders on this field trip to the Gila Bird Area along the Gila 
River. Fall migration will have started, and a wide range of birds is possible. 
You can expect to see warblers, woodpeckers, sparrows, buntings, grosbeaks, 
hawks, vultures and more species that use the riparian corridor of the Gila. 
However no guarantee of any sightings can be made.

While on the van, Terry Timme will talk about the threat of a diversion on 
the Gila River, and how it could affect bird populations. 

Brian dolton has been birding for more than forty years and has seen birds on five con-
tinents. He has lived in Silver City for five years and been Field Trip Organizer for the South-
western New Mexico Audubon Society for the past three. He spent this summer monitoring 
endangered Willow flycatchers and Yellow-billed cuckoos along the Gila River. 

Terry Timme is treasurer and membership chair of Southwestern NM Audubon and 
directs their Advocacy Task Force to protect the Gila River.
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WAlK THe lINe
Field trip with Todd Schulke & Jeff Boyd. 8:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 
Participant limit: 12. Fee: $16. Registration required: see page 4. 
Meet at Silver City Visitors’ Center at 8:15 a.m., carpool to Mogollon Box Camp-
ground, and return to Visitors’ Center by 1:30 p.m. difficulty level: Moderate. 

Just how will a Gila River diversion, pipeline, and canals affect the Cliff- Gila 
Valley, the Mogollon Box Campground, and the wild Gila River canyon? Will it 
destroy the peace and beauty of the valley? Field trip leaders will walk partici-
pants upstream from the Mogollon Box Campground to one of the proposed 
diversion sites and point out the potential location of the 60–80-foot-wide 
footprint of the conveyance canals and access roads. Schulke and Boyd will 
discuss the potential storage reservoir sites, the astronomical project costs, and 
its expected ecological impact. 

This moderate hike will be about 4 miles round trip, relatively flat, but not 
always on an established trail. Expect tall weeds, a shallow stream crossing (Mo-
gollon Creek), and some muddy spots. Please wear hat, sunscreen, and shoes 
suitable for a stream crossing. Bring lunch, snacks, and plenty of  water.

Todd Schulke is one of the founders of the Center for Biological Diversity. He oversees 
the Center’s forest protection and restoration program and has been working for 25 years 
to protect the Gila River. 

Jeff Boyd is a retired GiS Analyst from the Arizona Department of Transportation and 
currently a part-time GiS mapping expert with the Center for Biological Diversity.

lateral canal off the Central Arizona Project, Florence, Az
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THe WIldeRNeSS ACT AFTeR FIFTy yeARS
Presentation by Stephen Fox. 11:00 a.m.–noon.  
FRee. Besse Forward Global Resource Center Auditorium, WNMU. 

Stephen Fox, a historian with a background in environmental history, will 
give a presentation on the history of the Wilderness Act in celebration of its 
fiftieth anniversary. He will cover the three people most responsible for the 
Act—Aldo leopold, Bob Marshall, and Howard Zahniser—in the forty years 
prior to its passage in 1964. And, in the second part of his talk, he’ll examine 
how things have shaken out for the Wilderness Act over the last half-century: 
how it has been used and misused, celebrated and abused. 

Stephen Fox is the author of the book John Muir and His legacy: The American Con-
servation Movement, a history of U.S. conservation organized around the life of John Muir. 
He has published short pieces in such environmental journals as Sierra, Wilderness, and 
Outdoor America, and has appeared as an onscreen talking-head expert in various films on 
environmental topics broadcast by PBS. 

CHeRRy CReeK To SIGNAl PeAK:  
SeeING THe FoReST FoR THe TReeS
Field trip with Patrice Mutchnick. 1:00–4:30 p.m. Participant limit: 15.  
Fee: $16. Registration required: see page 4. Meet at the Silver City Visitors’ 
Center at 12:45 p.m., carpool to Cherry Creek and then the Signal Peak trail, and 
return to Visitors’ Center by 4:30 p.m. Travel time: 30 minutes each way.  
difficulty level: Moderate, with uneven trail terrain.

From streamside to mountainside, this botanical hike will explore the diver-
sity of tree and shrub species. Participants will observe trees at Cherry Creek’s 
streamside, and then drive a few miles north to the Signal Peak trail to see 
what grows on the mountainside. This field trip will focus on why different trees 
grow where they do and how small changes in habitat create opportunities for 
diversity. The Gila Wilderness supports a unique array of rare and endemic 
species. During this walk the reason for this diversity will be explored. Please 
wear sturdy shoes, a hat, and sunscreen. Bring snacks and water. Optional: local 
tree field guide.

Patrice Mutchnick is the Biology lab Director at Western New Mexico University’s 
Dept. of Natural Science. With a Masters in Ethnobotany and a B.S. in Forests and Park Man-
agement, Mutchnick has studied forests in North and South America. She loves trees!
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A WIldeRNeSS RIveR
Presentation by Mark Allison, NM Wilderness Alliance. 1:00–2:00 p.m. 
FRee. Besse Forward Global Resource Center Auditorium, WNMU.

While it is well known that New Mexico is the proud home to the world’s 
first administratively designated wilderness, New Mexico can also brag about 
having the first Wild and Scenic River, the Rio Grande. Unfortunately, the Gila 
River does not enjoy the protections that come with that status. The New Mexi-
co Wilderness Alliance (NM Wild) is exploring a variety of ways to comprehen-
sively protect the Gila River, particularly those parts that are within and part of 
the larger landscape consisting of lands with wilderness characteristics. 

Join NM Wild executive director Mark Allison to explore the possibility of 
a campaign that includes the idea of a wilderness river. This interactive session 
will include a discussion of whether and how the National Wild and Scenic Riv-
ers Act—“the Wilderness Act’s sister”—might be utilized.

in 2013, Mark Allison changed careers to pursue one of his passions, and he’s pres-
ently the Executive Director of the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance, a statewide grassroots 
membership advocacy organization dedicated to protecting and expanding wilderness in 
New Mexico. Mark is an experienced outdoorsman and is thrilled to have the privilege of 
advocating for the state’s special wild places.

HIKe THe GIlA—PRoTeCT THe GIlA
Presentation by Nathan Newcomer, NM Wilderness Alliance. 2:15–3:15 p.m. 
FRee. Besse Forward Global Resource Center Auditorium, WNMU.

The Gila National Forest is gearing up for a big undertaking in the coming 
years that revolves around updating their 1986 land Use Plan. This document 
sets the stage for how all the natural resources of the Gila National Forest will 
be managed for the next 15–20 years, and covers a variety of topics ranging 
from grazing, fisheries, socio-economics, wilderness, wild & scenic rivers, and 
many other areas of concern. 

As a part of updating their land Use Plan, the Gila National Forest is re-
quired to accept citizen-based science when crafting the new document. This is 
an excellent opportunity for the public to engage and provide on-the-ground 
data to the federal agency that manages our public lands. 

Today’s presentation will provide an overview of the planning process, with 
a focus on citizen-based wilderness inventories. The presentation will provide 
participants with the skills and tools necessary to not only understand the new 
planning process, but also how you can make a difference by hiking in our love-
ly Gila National Forest!

Nathan Newcomer is the Gila Grassroots Organizer for the New Mexico Wilderness Al-
liance, and has worked on statewide wilderness campaigns for over a decade.
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GIlA RISING / GIlA IMMeRSIoN
Photography exhibit opening and presentation with Michael P. Berman 
followed by video projection and live performance by Peter Bill. 
These events are FRee, no registration required.

GIlA RISING 
Photographs of America’s First Wilderness River by Michael P. Berman
McCray Gallery, WNMU Campus. 
opening: 5:00–7:00 p.m. McCray Gallery.
Presentation by Michael P. Berman: 7:00 p.m. Parotti Building, WNMU Campus.

Michael Berman writes:
Each year i try and walk the Gila River as it passes through the Wilderness. 

Most years i hike from Grapevine where the west, east and middle forks come 
together above the 30-mile Gila River Canyon to Turkey Creek. i go just to get 
a sense of what the Gila looks like, how the river has changed, and how i have 
changed.

i’ve walked the Gila in the summer, when one always wonders if a little bit of 
rain up above might do more than send down a slew of mud that chokes up a 
water filter. And in the fall, after the rains have long since passed and the river 
comes up as the cottonwoods turn to yellow and the trees stop drawing water. 
And in the late spring, as the river slowly starts to dry after the snow runoff. 
And in June, when one starts to say little prayers for rain. But it is those long 
winter walks that always surprise me. The days are warm enough, but the nights 
and the water are always cold. i find myself asking my wife what chilblains look 
like when i get home.

it might surprise all the folks who call me the photographer that most times 
when i walk the river, i do not make pictures. i want to look at things, and see 
what is there. And what is there is a deeply complex and beautiful river. it 
seems important i spend the time to look.

i would like to say i’ve learned something of this river, but the truth is i barely 
know the Gila. instead i have learned something of myself, and the culture we 
share. And the culture we share is one that would put a dam on the last wild 
river, before we even know what a wild river is. Somehow i got it in my head 
a few weeks ago, that maybe i should get out my camera and walk the whole 
river and make some photographs.

landscape photographer Michael Berman, a resident of San lorenzo, NM, has been 
exploring this region for over 30 years and is fascinated by the land and how people use and 
value it—an interest that grew out of his studies in biology at Colorado College. in 2008, he 
received a Guggenheim Fellowship to photograph the grasslands of the Chihuahuan Desert. 
Michael is a 2012 recipient of the NM Governor’s Award for Excellence in the Arts. His work 
is included in collections of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Amon Carter Museum and 
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the New Mexico Museum of Art, among others. His installations, photographs and paintings 
have been exhibited throughout the country and his books include Sunshot: Peril and Won-
der in the Gran Desierto, inferno and Gila: Radical Visions/The Enduring Silence. Michael is 
a founding board member of the Gila Resources information Project and is on the board of 
the NM Wilderness Alliance. 

GIlA IMMeRSIoN
video projection and live performance with Peter Bill and special guests. 
8:00–9:00 p.m.  
Outdoor courtyard between McCray Gallery and Parotti Hall, WNMU campus. 

Peter Bill has created art at bombed-out high schools, on the front lines in Sarajevo, 
hopped freight trains, and has taken the School Bus whose destination is further, further. 
Currently he teaches art and new media at WNMU.

Michael Berman

“Wilderness is a necessity . . . 
There must be places for  

human beings to satisfy their souls.” 
~John Muir
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SATURdAy SEPTEMBER 20
Festival Headquarters: Silver City Visitors’ Center, Broadway & Hudson,  
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

WIldeRNeSS RIveR HIKe
Field trip with Nathan Newcomer, NM Wilderness Alliance. 8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.  
Participant limit: 12. Fee: $20. Meet at the Silver City Visitors’ Center at 7:45 
a.m., carpool to Gila Bird Area, return to Silver City by 4:00 p.m.  
Travel time: 45 minutes each way. difficulty level: moderate to strenuous, with 
numerous river crossings (5–6 miles round trip). 

Join New Mexico Wilderness Alliance’s Gila Grassroots Organizer Nathan 
Newcomer on a scenic wilderness hike through the Gila Middle Box Roadless 
Area, just south of the Gila Bird Area. The Gila Middle Box is a spectacular 
stretch of the Gila River that sustains healthy stands of riparian cottonwood and 
sycamore forests, as well as dramatically narrow geological canyons. Numer-
ous bird species are abundant throughout the area, including common black-
hawks, bald eagles, summer tanagers, and many others. 

The Gila Middle Box is currently managed as a US Forest Service inventoried 
Roadless Area, and includes eight miles of the Gila River that are eligible for 
Wild & Scenic River protection. Additionally, the area possesses outstanding 
opportunities for solitude and unconfined or primitive forms of recreation, 
such as camping, hiking, horse-back riding, hunting, and rafting. Join us for a 
trip down this gorgeous stretch of the Gila River!

Nathan Newcomer is the Gila Grassroots Organizer for the New Mexico Wilderness Al-
liance, and has worked on statewide wilderness campaigns for over a decade.

Mark Allison and Nathan Newcomer hike the wilderness reach of the Gila River.
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GIlA By BUS
Tour of the Gila River with Adrian Oglesby, Dutch Salmon and Mike Fugagli.  
8:45 a.m.–3:00 p.m. Meet at Silver City Visitors’ Center at 8:30 a.m.  
Return to Silver City by 3:00 p.m. Participant limit: 25. Fee: $35.  
Registration required: see page 4.

As New Mexico’s last free-flowing river, the Gila is rich in cultural and natu-
ral history. indigenous peoples, Spanish conquistadores and early explorers, 
mountain men, miners, and Mexican and Anglo settlers have crossed paths with 
the Gila—some staying for days, others for years and even centuries—relying 
on the river for sustenance. The Gila’s natural history is equally compelling: the 
river is home to many threatened and endangered fish and birds, as well as the 
extirpated grizzly bear and river otter and the endangered Mexican gray wolf. 
The Gila River in New Mexico has survived multiple attempts to dam it, and this 
riparian gem is once again threatened by a water diversion under the Arizona 
Water Settlements Act.  

Join Adrian Oglesby, Dutch Salmon, and Mike Fugagli for a picturesque tour 
of the natural and cultural history of the Gila River. learn about the latest threat 
to divert 14,000 acre-feet of water each year from the river, how the diversion 
project will impact the Gila’s ecosystem and recreation areas, and common-
sense solutions for meeting the region’s future water needs while also protect-
ing and restoring the Gila River. The tour will visit Mogollon Box at the conflu-
ence of Mogollon Creek and the Gila River, you’ll enjoy your lunch streamside 
at The Nature Conservancy’s Gila River Farm, and take in the expansive 360° 
views at the Gila Bird Area. 

Please bring plenty of water, a sack lunch, snacks, sunscreen, binoculars, and 
a hat. Short walks will be interspersed with time on the bus.

Adrian oglesby is the director of the University of New Mexico’s Utton Transboundary 
Resources Center. He is the former co-chair of the Arizona Water Settlements Acts Stake-
holder Group. 

M. H. “dutch” Salmon, chairman and co-founder of the Gila Conservation Coalition, is 
a writer, avid fisherman and outdoorsman, and a former New Mexico Game Commissioner.

Mike Fugagli is an ornithologist and naturalist.

“When i say i love my country, i mean it  
in the most fundamental way. i want to  

protect this land, this wilderness, the Gila River.” 
~M. H. “Dutch” Salmon
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KAyAK THe GIlA 
Kayak trip with Far Flung Adventures. 9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. Participant limit: 15. 
Fee: $85. Registration required: see page 4.  
We will contact participants with information on where to meet. if there is not 
enough water to float the Gila River, registration fees will be refunded in full.

Back by popular demand! Join river runners extraordinaire Steve Harris and 
Todd Schulke on a kayak trip down the Gila River. Not only do these two know 
how to float rivers, they also know the details of proposals to divert the Gila 
River under the Arizona Water Settlements Act. Participants will paddle inflat-
able kayaks on a 1.5–2-mile stretch of the Gila River in the Cliff-Gila Valley, 
where you will float through recovering riparian areas. if you need coaching, 
you couldn’t ask for better instructors than Steve and Todd. And we guarantee 
you’ll have fun on the river with them!

Participants should bring: hat; sunglasses with retainer strap; shorts; short-
sleeved shirt; sneakers, booties or water shoes (with sandals a distant second 
choice); 1–2 liters of water; lunch and snacks; sunscreen; and a lightweight 
shelled jacket in case of inclement weather. Far Flung Adventures will provide 
one-person inflatable kayaks, paddles, helmets and life jackets. Although previ-
ous river experience is not necessary, all should be in good physical condition 
for several short carries.

Steve Harris, the owner of Far Flung Adventures, has been kayaking for over 30 years. 
Harris is also the Executive Director of Rio Grande Restoration. 

Todd Schulke is one of the founders of the Center for Biological Diversity. When these 
two aren’t at work protecting our forests and rivers, chances are they’re running a South-
western river. 

MoNSooN PUPPeT PARAde ANd KIdS AT THe MUSeUM
Puppet parade with Silver City’s Monsoon Puppet Theater. Noon–2:00 p.m. 
FRee, no registration required. Families and friends of the Gila River Festival 
invited to join! Parade route starts at Gough Park, continues along Pope and 
Bullard Streets, and ends at the Silver City Museum Courtyard.

Join the zany and creative forces of the Monsoon Puppet Theater once again 
in a family-friendly children’s parade, full of fun costumes, music, dance, and 
giant puppets! The parade will line up at Gough Park at noon, where kids can 
dress up with costumes and masks of Gila River animals. The parade will start 
at 12:30, and the route will be along Pope Street and Bullard Street, and end 
at the Silver City Museum Courtyard (312 W. Broadway). The parade will be 
escorted by Silver City Police, for safety. 

The Gila Conservation Education Center will have kids’ activities from 1:00–
2:00 p.m. at the Silver City Museum Courtyard. Snacks and drinks will be pro-
vided for participants and their families by the Gila Conservation Coalition.
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SACRed WATeR WHeel
Water wheel creation with Marshall Jack Golden Eagle, Flordemayo, and Brett 
Myrick. 11:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. Meet at Silver City Visitors’ Center at 10:00 a.m. to 
carpool to Mogollon Box Campground, or meet at campground at 11:00 a.m.  
Participant limit: None. FRee. 

The Alchemy of Water Wheels
By coming together for the waters, we humans are creating an ancient realm of 
alchemy within the Water Wheel structures. The more direct energy of con-
sciousness we give to the Crystalline Grid of Mother Earth, the more powerful 
our waters become. ~Marshall Jack Golden Eagle, 2012

Join Grandfather Golden Eagle, the originator of water wheels, indigenous 
Grandmother Flordemayo, and Brett Myrick as they lead in the creation of a sa-
cred water wheel at the Gila River. The water wheel is a sacred geometry design 
based on a Native American medicine wheel, and its purpose is to energize, 
celebrate, and honor water. Healing the water through ceremony and crystal 
offerings, participants will construct and bless the Gila River water wheel at this 
event. Participants are encouraged to bring any personal sacred items (crystals, 
totems, icons, etc.) to include in the water wheel construction and blessing. All 
items will be blessed in honor of the Gila River. 

The water wheel site is an easy walk from the Mogollon Box Campground 
parking lot, along a marked trail (about 200 yards). Participants should bring 
comfortable walking shoes, water, sunscreen, hat, lunch, snacks, and plenty of 
water.

On Sunday, September 21, at 2:00 p.m., we will hold an interfaith ceremony 
to bless the new water wheel and the ancient Gila River. Sister Joan Brown of 
New Mexico interfaith Power and light, Flordemayo and other spiritual leaders 
will lead us in ceremony.

Grandfather Golden eagle designs water wheels based on Native American medicine 
wheels. His vision is to create water wheels worldwide to renew our sacred relationship with 
water. 

Flordemayo is one of the founders of the international Council of the Thirteen indig-
enous Grandmothers, a group of traditional female elders drawn from around the world. 
They represent a global alliance of prayer, education, and healing for our Mother Earth and 
all of her inhabitants.

Brett Myrick is a fifth-generation New Mexican. He has worked with Native American 
elders from many tribes. Brett apprenticed with Grandfather Golden Eagle to learn to create 
water wheels.
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WIldeRNeSS FIlM FeST
Film screening of wilderness films Wild By law, The last Solitude, America’s 
Wilderness, and Battle for Wilderness. 1:00–3:45 p.m.  
Parotti Building Theater, WNMU. FRee.

What could be better than an afternoon at the movies? Celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of The Wilderness Act and the 90th Anniversary of the Gila Wil-
derness with great feature films honoring America’s wild places, and the spirit 
to preserve and protect them. 

Wild By law (1991, PBS American Experience, 60 min) is the story of three 
pioneers of environmental protection in America—Robert Marshall, Aldo leo-
pold and Howard Zahniser—and their contributions to the cause of saving 
thousands of acres of natural territories, all which led to the creation of the 
Wilderness Act, in 1964. 

in the National Park Service’s America’s Wilderness (2011, 3 min), you will 
experience Wilderness from a variety of perspectives, from students on their 
first overnight camping trip to musicians composing songs inspired by the nat-
ural landscape. Together, these short stories celebrate the range and richness 
of an American Wilderness experience. 

The last Solitude (1991, PBS ¡Colores!, 28 min) looks at the history of the 
Gila Wilderness area, beginning with the Mogollon civilization; Apache occu-
pation of the territory; the arrival of the Spanish colonists; and conservation 
efforts by Aldo leopold and Senator Clinton Anderson. This program also 
examines the Gila’s natural environment; including old growth forests, wildlife 
and the impact that humanity has had on the wilderness area over recent years. 

The Wilderness idea: The First Great Battle for Wilderness (1989, PBS Ameri-
can Experience, 58 min) is an exploration of the first national controversy about 
America’s wilderness: Should Hetch Hetchy, a valley within Yosemite National 
Park, be dammed and flooded to form a reservoir for San Francisco? This long 
and bitter debate ended with the dam’s approval by Congress, but the schism 
in American attitudes that emerged in the dispute still endures.

There will be a short intermission between films, with popcorn provided by 
the Silver City Food Co-op. 

“The health of our waters is the principal measure  
of how we live on the land.” 

~luna leopold
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GAlA FoR THe GIlA
Fundraising Party and dance with live Mu-
sic by The Roadrunners.  
8:00–11:00 p.m. little Toad Creek Brewery & 
Distillery, Downtown Silver City.  
Admission: $10 at the door.

Back by popular demand, and guaranteed 
to be one of the best parties of the year, is 
this year’s Gala for the Gila! Saving the Gila 
River is serious work, and we all deserve 
a chance to put on our dancing shoes and 
shake off our worries to the tunes of local fa-
vorites, the Roadrunners. Come join us for a great party, with special Gila River 
drinks available from the little Toad, and tasty snacks provided by the Gila 
Conservation Coalition. 

Guests must be 21 years of age to attend the Gala. Minors only admitted if 
accompanied by parents.

2013 Monsoon Puppet Parade

The Roadrunners
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SUNdAy SEPTEMBER 21

ANNIveRSARy BRUNCH
Fundraising Brunch. 10:30 a.m.–noon.  
Seedboat Center for the Arts courtyard, 214 W. Yankie St. 
This brunch features delicious food prepared by Tre Rosat, and the proceeds 
benefit the Gila Conservation Coalition’s work to protect the Gila River.  
Registration required: see page 4. 
Gila Conservation Coalition member prices: $50/person, $75/couple. 
Non-member prices: $60/person, $85/couple. 
You may join GCC for an introductory cost of $10 and receive member prices.

This year’s Gila River Festival honors two monumental wilderness anniversa-
ries. The Wilderness Act, the landmark legislation that preserved the nation’s 
wildest places, was passed in 1964. And the Gila Wilderness Area, the coun-
try’s first designated wilderness, turns 90 years old in 2014.

To celebrate these milestones, Sister Joan Brown of New Mexico interfaith 
Power and light will reflect on “Wild Grace.” Drawing upon religious and eco-
logical writers and traditions of Thomas Merton, Thomas Berry, Rachel Carson, 
Aldo leopold and others, her presentation will make the link between wild 
places and the need for wilderness experiences in children and adults. As so-
ciety moves into increasing technology, and feels the effects of climate change 
and human overpopulation, wilderness opportunities are becoming more 
rare, and must be celebrated and protected. Places such as the Gila Wilderness 
and the Gila River will become increasingly important.

in addition, people must explore ways to enter into the connection with 
the natural world in everyday life to dissolve the human separation from the 
natural world. Wilderness areas can nurture such experiences, even if one lives 
in the city.

Sister Joan Brown is the Executive Director of New Mexico interfaith Power and light, 
one of 40 state affiliates of the national interfaith Power and light. She works with faith 
communities addressing climate change and creation care. She engages people of faith in 
education and inspiration; engagement in sustainable practices such as energy efficiency, 
renewable energy, conservation; and public policy advocacy.

“The wild river is a fragile thing— 
the most fragile portion of the wilderness country.” 

~ John Craighead, Biologist,  
Architect of the Wild & Scenic Rivers Act
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SUNdAy continued

GIlA RIveR BleSSING CeReMoNy
Blessing Ceremony for the Gila River, and the newly created water wheel, with 
Sister Joan Brown, Flordemayo, and local spiritual leaders. 2:00–4:00 p.m. 
Meet at Silver City Visitors’ Center at 1:00 p.m. to carpool to Mogollon Box 
Campground, or meet at Mogollon Box Campground at 1:45 p.m. FRee.

Closing out the Gila River Festival is this special gathering of our spiritual 
community and friends from all walks of life, cultures, faiths, and places. Sister 
Joan Brown will facilitate this ceremony, with Flordemayo and other spiritual 
leaders blessing the river in their own traditions.

Together, we will give offerings to the Gila River and pray for the Gila to 
remain wild and free and to flow naturally, the way nature intends. Guests are 
welcome to stay afterwards to explore the area, check out the newly created 
Gila River water wheel, swim in the Gila River, and enjoy the company of many 
friends.

Sister Joan Brown is the Executive Director of New Mexico interfaith Power and light, 
one of 40 state affiliates of the national interfaith Power and light. She works with faith 
communities addressing climate change and creation care. She engages people of faith in 
education and inspiration; engagement in sustainable practices such as energy efficiency, 
renewable energy, conservation; and public policy advocacy.

Flordemayo is one of the founders of the international Council of the Thirteen indig-
enous Grandmothers, a group of traditional female elders drawn from around the world. 
They represent a global alliance of prayer, education, and healing for our Mother Earth and 
all of her inhabitants.
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HandMadE guiTaR 
by don Musser and dan Swanson

Raffle tickets $50 each. 
Available online at www.gilaconservation.org/
wp/?page_id=1613 until September 17  
and during the Festival at the headquarters 
table September 18–20.  

Only 100 tickets will be sold. Winners will be 
announced at the Sunday Brunch. Ticket holders 
need not be present to win.

There’s a short list of Don Musser Guitar 
owners, including Peter Fonda, Tom Rush, 

Bob Dylan, Tom Petty, Neil Young, Bono, and 
Eddie Van Halen. Built in collaboration with 

Dan Swanson using only the finest woods 
and materials, and voiced to produce 
the tone that meets Don Musser’s 
exacting standards, this guitar is an 

absolute masterpiece.

value: $5,000
• Pre ban quarter sawn
•  Brazilian Rosewood back & sides
• Engelmann spruce top
• Honduras mahogany neck
• Macassar ebony fingerboard
• Abalone top trim
• Figured mahogany bindings

• TKl hardshell case

1 0 TH A N N UA l G i l A Ri V ER F ESTi VA l 

Raffle

Thanks to Sharon Bookwalter for generously donating this guitar. 
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gila Wild
Silver City Museum, 312 W. Broadway, Phelps Dodge Gallery

May–December 2014
Tu–Fri 9:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m., Sat–Sun 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m., closed Mondays

The Gila became one of the original areas included in the National Wilderness 
Preservation System in 1964 with the passage of the Wilderness Act, signed into 
law on September 3, 1964 by President lyndon B. Johnson. This historic bill estab-
lished the National Wilderness Preservation System (NWPS) and set aside an initial 
9.1 million acres of wildlands for the use and benefit of the American people. Over 
the past 50 years, and as a result of America’s support for wilderness, Congress has 
added over 100 million acres to this unique land preservation system.

Visitors to the Gila Wild exhibit can explore the passage of these events, the 
land, the people, places and things that have ventured in and out of our neigh-
boring wilderness areas. The exhibit features engaging hands-on discovery stations 
with activities for children and adults, including leave No Trace principles.

WildERnESS
Photographs by Michael P. Berman, Anthony Howell & James Hemphill

Silver City Museum, 312 W. Broadway
Tu–Fri 9:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m., Sat–Sun 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m., closed Mondays

Exquisite photographs from nationally renowned artists complement “Gila 
Wild.” Each photographer has a unique focus on the sublime nature of wilderness. 
Meet and speak with Michael Berman, Saturday Sept. 20, 11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

gila RivER aRT Walk
Silver City Art Association

September 18–21
Th–Sat 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m., Sun 11:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

The following galleries on the tour will feature works inspired by the Gila River. 
For more information on participating galleries, visit www.silvercitygalleries.com.

Anthony Howell Photography 200 W. Market St. 
large-print photography of the Gila by Anthony Howell.

Four directions Weaving 106 W. Yankie St. 
Weaving by Donna Foley using natural fibers & dyes.

leyba & Ingalls Arts 315 N. Bullard St. 
Art by Diana ingalls leyba, Paul Hotvedt, Patrick Rogers, Phillip Parotti, & more.

lois duffy Studio 211C N. Texas St. 
Features art & photography of Gila Wilderness & the Gila River  

by lois Duffy & Ann McMahon, www.AnnMcMahon.com

1 0 TH A N N UA l G i l A Ri V ER F ESTi VA l 

Exhibits & art
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Molly Ramolla Arts 201 N. Bullard St. 
Art of the Gila & Southwest New Mexico by Molly Ramolla.

Silver Spirit Gallery 215 W. Broadway 
Features luanne Brooten’s “Upper loop 2014 Project”— 

photography & paintings of the Gila.
Wynnegate Gallery & Studio 110 W. Yankie St. 

Jane Grant & Roy Adams feature art of the Gila River & mountain wilderness

gila RivER and nEW MExico landScaPES
San vicente Artists’ Juried Art Show 

The Artists’ lair Gallery, Old Elks Building at Texas & Market Streets 
September 19–21

Opening Fri 5:00–7:00 p.m., prizes awarded & refreshments 
Sat 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m., art yard sale in the patio; Sun 11:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

THE good, THE Bad, and THE uglY
Sidewalk Photography exhibit in Bullard Street storefronts

Downtown Silver City, ongoing throughout festival
Along the Upper Gila River, New Mexico’s last free-flowing river, it’s common 

to encounter enchanting scenes of thick streamside willows and cottonwoods, na-
tive fish darting about, animals stopping by for a cool drink, and families playing 
in the water. 

But this refreshing ribbon of green fades to brown as water is removed from the 
Gila. in Arizona, the river is trapped behind concrete dams, and forced into pipes 
and canals. The streambed features not water, but sand, invasive tamarisks and dis-
carded rubbish. No one visits the Gila River here; it’s uninviting, ugly, desolate. 

The Upper Gila River is threatened by a major water development project un-
der the Arizona Water Settlements Act (AWSA) that would cause it irreparable 
harm. it is difficult to imagine how the wild Gila here in New Mexico could be re-
duced to an industrialized zone with diversions, canals, access roads, reservoirs and 
fences, like it is downstream in Arizona.

To view the Gila River in its glory and its squalor and the infrastructure pro-
posed for the Gila under the AWSA, visit Bullard Street storefronts in downtown 
Silver City, courtesy of Southwest New Mexico Green Chamber of Commerce.

gila RiSing
Photographs of America’s First Wilderness River by Michael P. Berman

McCray Gallery, WNMU Campus
Mon–Fri 10:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

See description on page 25.
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F E S T i VA l  &  A R E A 

locations

WNMU
Silver City Visitors Center
Seedboat Center for the Arts
Silver City Museum
little Toad Creek Brewery

Box Canyon Rd/ 
Hwy 293

Hwy 211

1  Mogollon Box Campground

2  Gila Bird Area

3  Silver City

4  Gila Cliff Dwellings Visitors Center

1

2 3

4



D O W N TO W N 

Silver city

1  Besse Forward Global  
Resource Center*

 Western New Mexico University 
12th & Kentucky Streets

 *festival headquarters Thursday & Friday

2  Silver City Museum 
312 W. Broadway

3  Seedboat Center for the Arts 
214 W. Yankie

4  little Toad Creek Brewery  
200 N. Bullard

5  Silver City visitors Center* 
201 N. Hudson

 *festival headquarters Saturday

5
3

2 4

Downtown map ©2005 Silver City Mainstreet Project; inset map © Western New Mexico University

Fine Arts Ctr  
Parking

3 blocks north to Gough Park/W. 12th St.1

Besse Forward  
Global Resource Center 

McCray Gallery

Parotti Hall
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