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IN M EMORIUM

This book is dedicatedto AspenEvans.Shespenta lifetime learning the native plants of the mountains
and mesassurrounding her. Shecollectedtheir seedsnurtured their seedlings,and brought the wisdom
of the wild to the rest of us. Understandingthe natural world and sharing the bounty is a processshe
would never havefinished if shehad lived twice aslong. We have her path to follow.

PREFACE

Welcometo the new edition of Central New Mexico Gardens,a Native Plant SelectionGuide,2017. The
first edition written in 2005 provided arepresentative sampleof native plants availablein 2005 along
with useful gardeningtips andinformation on eachplant. In the twelve yearssincethe publication of the
first edition of this book, we have gainedinsights about the importance of native plants and the role they
play. In addition, many more native plants are available now, and the 2017 edition hasbeenexpandedto
include someof this greater diversity.

In recent years,the critical importance of pollinators that are essentialfor our native plants to survive
hasbeenestablished.The 2017 edition of this book highlights this by adding them to the plant
descriptions. Finally, this new 2017 edition of the book is an on-line documentreadily availableto
anyonewith aninternet connection.

My thanks to Tom Stewart, PeggyWells,and GeorgeMiller for their contributions to this edition.
Virginia Burris, Project Coadinator

WHATISA NATIVE PLANT ?WHYISIT

IMPORTANT ?

by Bob Sivinski (Botanist for the New Mexico Forestry Division, retired)
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OE1T AE C A lciés@athér plénbshecies that have been introduced into these regions since Europeans
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https://www.npsnm.org/education/nativeplants/
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INTRODUCTION

This documentis designed to introduceyou to
landscape plants native to Central New Mexico.
Colorful and rugged, these plants look superb in
gardens, require minimum water to maintain, and
also offer food and shelter tanative wildlife as well as
pollen and nectar for the pollinators of these natie
plants.

Native plants are well adapted : Native plants have
evolved interdependent relationships with native
wildlife, insects, and fungi. They are our best
landscape choices because they prosper despite thin,
alkaline soil, scanty rain, brutal sun, witering wind,
and abrupt temperature swings.

Native plants conserve water : Water used for
household purposes is recycled to the river, but
water put on landscapes is lost. Therefore, a
landscape of native plants is a highly effective way of
conserving wate. Many can survive on rainfall alone,
and it takes only a small amount of supplemental
water for them to grow and flourish, filling your
garden with blooms.

Native plants belong in our environment : Although
attractive plants from other areas may be sucasful
in our gardens, they may disrupt the natural ecology
and reduce the biological diversity. When we
landscape with native plantswe actually help restore
a unique ecosystenwhereas norrnative plants often
overrun natural habitats displacing native plats and
animals. Sometimes eradication of invasive plants
may be impossible and the native plants with their
pollinators may be eliminated.

In its natural surroundings an individual plant is not
an isolated being. It is a member of an interactive
community of other plants and animals. Since plants
cannot move, they must attract an agent to deliver
their pollen. Attractants such as nutritious nectar
attract hungry pollinators that will provide a vital
service for a reward. Hummingbirds love stout red
flowers the size and shape of their stiff bills. Small

flowers forming a head are commonly visited by bees
for the easily available nectar. Moths find night
bloomers by their fragrances and pale color. Brightly
colored delicate flowers with nectar deep within a
narrow flower are frequented by butterflies that

reach the nectar with their long tongues. By planting
native plants we support pollinators. Pollinators are
necessary to the survival of a great many plants,
insects and animals including humans.

Pollination leads to seeds, which when ripe must be
distributed. Again, most plants rely on members of
their communities for dispersal. Birds eat the berries
and drop the indigestible seeds a distance away.
Hairy seeds may be picked up by a passing animal
and carried away to germinate elsewhere.

In addition, native plants and their seeds are eaten by
native insects, which in turn are eaten by other
insects, birds and reptiles. Caterpillars alone
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When we plant natve plants, we help restore plant
and animal interconnections which have been
disrupted. As a plus, we have the opportunity to

observe the natural interconnections of wildlife in
our gardens and landscapes.

Native plants are as unique as our New Mexico
culture : By planting native plants the opportunity to
observe native wildlife in our gardens enhances our
appreciation of the magnificent desertgrasslands of
Central New Mexico.

Native plants are available at nurseries : Native
trees and shrubs as well as wild flowers can be found
in local nurseries. We urge lovers of native plants not
to dig them in the wild. Unless you have permission,
the practice is illegal. In addition, native plants dug
from the wild rarely survive.



E STABLISHING THE G ARDEN
REALIZING THE D REAM
PLANNING S ELECTING PLANTS

The goal is to transform your yard into an inviting
natural landscape using native plantshat will also
attract wildlife.

First, you need todecide how much money you want
to spend and how much of the work you want to do
yourself. The most economical choice is to personally
design and install the landscape. The easier choice
may be to hire professionals to do both the plan and
the installation. Another approach is to choose what
parts you would like to do, and which parts you will
need professional help with. If you are doing the
work, installation can be done in stages over months
or even years.

Second, what do you want your landscape to dodD
you want a place to entertain? To keep pets? To offer
a rich play areafor children? To grow vegetables? To
promote and support pollinators?To attract wildlife?
Do you have a view to show off or an eyesore to hide?

Here are some considerations when ciging a
wildlife haven:

1. Native plants are best because they provide
food for wildlife.

2. Avariety of flower colors, shapes and
blooming times from spring through fall will
host the maximum number of pollinators.

3. Do not use insecticides or herbicides. If
certain insects overrun some plants, you may
use soap spray or oil spray.

When these decisions are made, begin to sketch your
general plan. If you want hardscape features such as
walls, fences, paths, ponds, patios or benches, these
need to be installed befoe planting. If the hardscape
will interfere with trenching for irrigation lines, the
lines should go in before the hardscape. Then
consider what types of plants you will want to use:
plants for shade, ground cover, visual interests such
as color and formscreening, fruit trees, and so forth.

Finish your plan by selecting specific native plants
chosen for their suitability in your specific area.

This document describes some of the best landscape
plants native to Central New Mexico. They are
organized by plant type: Trees, Shrubs and Vines,
Cacti and Succulents, Grasses, and Wild Flowers.
Within each section and in the Index, plants are listed
alphabetically by scientific name, its previous
scientific name (synonym) if applicable, and by the
common hame.

For further information, consult the booksand
websitesrecommended in Suggested Information
Sources. Visit public landscapes which use native
plants. Also notice the native plants which grow wild
in areas similar to your site. Visiting native plant
nurseries and talking to the experts there can be very
helpful in selecting the right plants. (See list of
nurseries under Suggested Information Source

PLANTING

Soil amendments are generally not necessary in the
native garden. Organic amendments can be added to
help retain water; however, adding amendments to
holes for trees and shrubs is detrimental to the
establishment of theplant. The hole becomes, in
effect, a pot. The roots stay in the soft enriched soil in
the hole rather than extending out into the native

soil.



When ready to plant, dig a hole as deep as theot

ball andtwice as wide. Score the sides of the hole
vertically to help direct the roots outward. Loosen
the roots if they are matted or have circled in the pot.
Place the plant in the hole and refill with the original
soil, packing gently. The new roots will easily
penetrate this loosened soil. Water thoroughly.
Observe the plant and soil, and water again when the
soil is dry, probably in two or three days. Gradually
lengthen the time between watering. The plant may
need temporary protection from the sun, wind,
rabbits or deer.

Caliche is a special problem for gaeners in our area.
It is mineralized soil and rock hard. Water will not
drain through it. If you must plant a tree or shrub in
caliche, use a pickaxe or digging bar to dig a drainage
hole through the caliche layer. Otherwise, the plant
may become waterlo@ AA E 1

Do not cover the root zone of plants with plastic.
Plastic prevents essential water and air from
reaching the roots. Porous landscape fabric is fine.

If a drip system is planned, install after the plants are
in the ground.

WATE RING S YSTEMS

In New Mexico, it is necessary to plan a watering
system. Some of the reasons for this are:

1 Enormous rootsystems are one of the
survival strategies of aridadapted plants.
Since a containerized plant does not have
such a root system, it needs to be watered the
first growing season until it can extend its
roots.

9 If mountain plants are grown at lower
elevations, theywill require more water than
they receive from rainfall.

1 Some plants will flower longer and more
profusely with added water.

In the Southwest, drip irrigation is the most effective
and efficient way to irrigate most of the landscape. It
is also easy to install.

You can simplify the drip irrigation of your garden by
grouping plants with similar water needs e one drip
line. If you irrigate plants with different water needs
on the same line, supply the thirstier plants with
more drip emitters or give them emitters that drip
more gallons per hour.

EOO AAI EAE

As a final caution, do not ovemwater. It is a common
mistake to overestimate how much water the plants
need. Experiment with the frequency of watering and
xAOAE OEA bl AT 006
sign that the soil is being kept too moist. Wiing,
along with powder-dry soil, indicates the plant needs
water.

A complete discussion of the irrigation of native
plants, including drip systems, can be found in the
book Natural by Desigrby Judith Phillips.

M ULCHING

After planting and laying the drip system, mulching is
recommended. Wood chips, bark, pecan shells,
compost, gravel, rocks, or even bdders can be
mulch. Much reduces the evaporation of moisture,
keeps roots cool and retards weed growth. Bark and
wood chips will slowly break down, improving the

OT EI 8 4EA 1 O1 AE xEII
the landscape, especially when the plants are still
small.

M AINTENANCE

With the garden planted and the irrigation installed,
it is time to enjoy your garden, knowing its
maintenance will be minimal

If you planted a Blue Grama or Buffalograss lawn, you
can mow it or let it grow for a more natural look.
Native ornamental grasses and perennial flowers

may be groomed in late spring by cutting ff the dead
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leaf blades and stems. Some native bees lay their eggs
in the dead flower stems. Removing the flower stems
before late spring will also remove the native bee
larvae that winter over in the these flower stems.
Remove the stems in late spring adtr the bees have

left.

It is better not to leave your irrigation system on
automatic. Gradually increase the watering frequency
in spring, increase it again for summer, reduce it in
fall, and shut off the system before first frost. You can
temporarily reconnect drip hoses and timers if
watering is needed in the winter.

U SE OF PESTICIDES

Use of pesticides kills bees and other pollinators.
When seeds are coated by neoratinoides, the

pesticide spreads throughout the entire plant from

1 AAGAOG O1 »dilTl1 AT AT A AOAI
Neonicotinoids Can Kill Bees: The Science Behind the
Role These Insecticides Play in Harming Beés.
https://xerces.org/neonicotinoids -and-bees/

Studies have found that pest populations recover
more quickly from insecticide treatment than
beneficial insect populations do. Therefore, using
insecticides can perpetuate an imbalance of pest and
beneficial insect populations and resultin more

pests. (Holms, p. 41Fven naturally derived
insecticides such as pyrethrin formulations are
harmful to pollinators. (Holms, p 31)

The answer is not in another chemical substitute but
is in the whole approach b gardening. Insect pests
are usually not a big problem for native plants,
especially if they are in a combination and not a
monoculture. And native plants serve to attract
beneficial insects that keep pests under control.

Do not use pesticides in youown backyard. Check
out non-toxic applications of Diatomaceous earthgil
BpkafisCrAadyavater ARl E@eny salts as inexpensive
and safe. For more information see
http://www.greenandheal thy.info/safepesticides.htm
I
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U SING THE

PLANT PROFILES

At the core of this book are profiles of plants that are native to Central New Mexico. Of the basic subheadings for

each plantonly fourzO0T 1 1 ET AOT O0f OQRADADOETHOAT Al Ol ORR O6

POLLINATOR

insects or other animals) that can move pollen and
effect pollination.

: An animal(includes

H OST PLANT

caterpillar will feed upon. The female butterfly (or
moth) must lay her eggs on or near the host plant.

. Aspecies of plant that a

POLLINATORSARE CENTRAL TO THE LIFE CYCLE
OF FLOWERING PLANT.&lowering plants cannot
reproduce without pollinators to fertilize the flowers
and make seed formatiorpossible.

WATER U SAGE

Very low water plants, once established, need
little or no irrigation. They can survive on rainfall
alone in the Heights, Valley, and West Mesa areas, but
with deep monthly watering they will grow larger
and fuller. Often these are plants native to the high
desert.

Low water plants, once established, need
regular deep irrigation at fairly long intervals. In our
three lower, warmer areas, this may range from once
every week or two in summer, to once a month in
winter when most plants are leafless. In the cooler
East Mountain area and the foothills, low water
plants may be seHsufficient. These plants are native
to high plains, foothills and woodland areas.

Medium water plants need regular irrigation
at more frequent intervals. In the three lower areas,
watering may be needed every week in summer and
every two weeks in winter. These plants in the East
Mountains area require less water. Medium water
plants are plants fromthe mountains or near the
river.

Additional water is needed for new plantings,
plants actively flowering, and plants growing in deep

sand. Drought and persistent periods of sunny, hot,
or windy weather increase water requirements.

CENTRAL NEW MEXICO

A RE AS

Central New Mexico includes sand hills,
desert grassland, savanna, dense shrub chaparral,
woodlands, and forested mountains.

The average annual precipitation ranges from
less than 8 inches in parts of Albuquerque to over 21
inches on top of the mounains. Over onehalf of this
falls from July to September.

For gardening purposes, Central New Mexico
is divided into four areas ranging within climate
Zones 47 assigned to Central New Mexico by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. Sandia Crest and other
uppeermountain areas are excluded since they are

Los Alamosa
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higher than our major communities. To help you
decide which native plants will be most successful in
your garden, find the area on the map which best
matches your location. Then note in the plant profiles
which plants grow in that area.

E AST M OUNTAIN

Where: the lower portions of the eastern Sandia and
Manzano Mountains, and the plains directly to the
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east, 6,000 to 8,000 feeflhis area includes
Edgewood, Moriarty, Mountainair, Sandia Park, and
Tijeras.

Climate: our coolest, least arid area. The East
Mountain area differs greatly from other areas in its
significantly cooler temperatures and short growing
season of 140 to 165 days.

Soils: clay to rocky, with isolated sandy areas.

H EIGHTS

Where: sloped areas east of the Rio Grande Valley,
and lower foothills of the western Sandia and
Manzano Mountains, up to about 7,500 feet. This area
ET Al OAAO '1 AONOAONOAG O
Desert, the western parts of Placitas, and the
University area.

Climate this area is semiarid and is a natural
thermal belt, where cold air drains away to the
Valley. The Heights have cool to mild winters, while
the 180- to 210-day growing season is long and hot.
Strong, desiccating winds occasionally blow through
locations near canyons.

Soils: well-draining, decomposed granite
interspersed with caliche, with pockets of sand near
[-25.

( AE Qe OMEesg |l OO

VALLEY

Where: the Rio Grande Valley, the Rio Puerco Valley,
and large arroyos, down to 4500 feet. It includes
Madrid, Bernalillo, the eastern parts of Placitas, and
most of Corrales in the Rio Grande Valley, and Laguna
Pueblo in the Rio Puerco Valley. The growing season
is 160 to 185 days.

Climate: arid to semi-arid, but with colder nights

than the Heights and West Mesa due to nighttime
drainage of cold air.

Soils: heavy clayand caliche are common, with some
sandy layers or rock in uplands.

(Ei 1 Oh (ECE
Where: west of the Rio Grande Valley. This area
includes Rio Rancho, the sand hills of Corrales, Nine
Mile Hill, Taylor Ranch, and Westgate.

Climate: mild, mostly arid area with average
temperature and growing season similar to the

Heights, but with higher daytime temperatures.
Soils: well-drained sand, with caliche in low areas.



T REES
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determine the character of the garden. Native trees of our area are small to medium sized. Trees should be on a regulz
watering schedule. As they grow, add drip emitters and move some of the emitters farthettfeotmunk to

accommodate the expanding root zone. Leaving the lower branches on the trunk for several years will protect the
tender bark of a newly planted tree from drying wind, hot sun and freezes. Most trees are pollinated by the wind.

Bigtooth Maple Maple family

Acer grandidentatum
Pollinator Wind

Size HpQ | AJK E HpQ 2ARS
Foliage Deciduous

Water Medium

Exposure Part shade

Areas East Mountain, Heights, Valley

For an area with moist soil and some shade, nothing is more stunning than the
Bigtooth Maple. This is the most colorful of our native trees. In summer, cloake
largetoothed leaves, it gives solid shade. In fall, the leaves turn brilliant reds ar
oranges, reminiscent of the fall colors of the eastern forests. Some people may
allergic to the pollen produced by the insignificant spring flowers.

Netleaf Hackberry Elm Family

I Celltis reticulata

W Pollinator Not yetdetermined

Host plantto For many butterflies, including snout, question mark, mourning
cloak and empror butterflies

o Size HpQ | AJK E HpQ 2ARS
\ Foliage Deciduous

Water Medium

Exposure Sun

Areas All

i As a shade tree, the NetleBfackberry develops a spherical canopy of slender,

d descending branches, but it can also be pruned into a large shrub. The unders
| of the oval, serrated leaves have a prominent network of veins. The leaves turr
yellow before falling. Like all hackberridéetleaf Hackberry develops a warty barl
as it ages. Birds like the small orange berries.

Return to: Table of Content®r Index
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Desert Willow Catalpa fmin

Chilopsis linearis

Pollinator Large Bees, hummingbirds

Size 15¢cH p Q | KHEKQ E2 MRS
Foliage Deciduous

Water Low

Exposure Sun

Areas Heights, Valley, West Mesa

Desert Willow has winding, gnarled trunks visible throtighwillow-like leaves. The summétooming, pale to deep
link and purple flowers attract hummingbirds. In winter, pesstibped pods dangle from the branches. Occasionall
nurseries stock varieties with white or burgundy flowers. In the fall, graduélhgraw water to help Desert Willow
harden off for winter. Water no more than once a month until it leafs out again. This tree is also visited by goldfi

" New Mexico Olive Olive family

Forestiera pubescens

Pollinator Bees

| Size MpQ | AJK E mMHQ 2ARS

#®° Foliage Deciduous

* Water Low

Exposure Sun or part shade

Areas All

New Mexico Olive can be pruned into a tall hedge or trimmed up to form a sme
multi-trunked specimen tree. Left natural, the branches bend and curve at
interesting angles. Small birds, such as bushtits, find cover from larger birds by
hiding in the closgl growing branches. In early spring, the small greepelow
flowers provide nectar for bees. By fall, clusters of ovalbliaek fruits (loved by

= birds) appear on the female trees, and the bright green, deciduous leaves turn
yellow. The creamy bark stds out in the winter. New Mexico Olive often develo
mildew in humid areas such as a lawn. It is likely to be found in nurseries label:
Forestiera neomexicana

Return to: Tableof Contentsor Index
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. Oneseed Juniper Cypress family

Juniperus monosperma
Pollinator wind
Host plant to Juniper hairstreak butterfly

Size MpQ | A3JK E mMpQ 2ARS
Foliage Evergreen

Water Low

Exposure Sun

Areas All

&= Oneseed Junipeis a shruHike tree with many stems ascending from the grounc
. Older trees are picturesque with convoluted trunks and branches. As one of th
most common trees in Central New Mexico, G Juniper is exquisitely adaptet
to our ecosystem. Deer and beass well as, birds, eat the fleshy fruit. All male
junipers release pollen that afflicts allergy sufferers. Therefore, the City of
Albuguerque has banned the sale or planting of male junipers within city limits.

Rocky Mountain Juniper Cypress family

Juniperus scopulorum

Pollinator wind

Host plant to Juniper hairstreak butterfly

Size HNQ | A3K E mMpQ 2ARS

Foliage Evergreen

Water Low

Exposure Sun or part shade

Areas East Mountain, Heights, Valley

In contrast to the Oneeed Juniper, Rocky Mountain Juniper is taller and grows
from a single large trunk. The lacy foliage is ijueen, and the weak slender

= branches tend to droop. On older trees the bark shreds intiib strips. Rocky

. Mountain Juniper is used for a specimen tree or for a windbreak. Birds flock to
these trees for the small blue berries. Because male junipers release pollen in
spring, the City of Albuquerque has banned planting male juniper witkithe
limits.

Return to: Table of Content®r Index
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@ Piflon Pine Pine family

Pinus edulis
| Pollinator Wind
Size HNQ | A\Hide E mpQ
Foliage Evergreen
Water Medium
Exposure Sun
Areas East Mountain, Heights

Pifion Pindgs one of the most common trees of our area. When space allows the
GNBSQa yIFddaNFt akKlFLIS (2 RS@St2Lk (K
rounded, and the tree is symmetrical. More often the trunk is gnarled and the tt
develops interestinglgapes. The short stiff needles are aromatic and the bark is
dark and rough. Every few years the irregularly shaped cones produce a bump
crop of nutritious pine nuts, enjoyed by squirrels, jays and humans.

Ponderosa Pine Pine family

Pinus ponderosa
Pollinator wind
Host plantto  Pine white, pine elfin, and hairstreak butterflies

Size cnQ IA3IK E HpQ 2ARS
Foliage Evergreen

Water Medium

Exposure Sun

Areas EastMountain

Ponderosa Pine thrives in the upper parts of the East Mountain area. The your
trees have dark, rough bark, but as they develop into stately trees the bark
develops orange plates with a fragrance like vanilla. The piney smell and the si
the wind in the branches are the essence of the mountain forest. In high desert
towns such as Albuquerque, the Ponderosa Pine requires much maintenance f
counter the effects of alkaline soil, insects, high temperatures and low

& precipitation.

Return to: Table of Content®r Index
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Valley Cottonwood Willow family

Populus deltoids
Pollinator wind
Host Plant to For caterpillars of tiger swallowtails, mourning cloak and

2 SARSYS@SNDRAE I RYANI t 0dzd G SNF:
Size ynQ | A3IK E cnQ 2ARS
Foliage Deciduous
Water Medium
Exposure Sun
Areas East Mountain, Valley
Stately and majestic, the Valley Cottonwood is the largest shade tree used in tl
Albuquerque area. The shiny green triangular leaves of thigyfasting tree rustle
in the breeze and turn yellow in the fall before dropping. Because of its large s
andinvasive roots, the Valley Cottonwood should be reserved for large lots awi
from sewer lines and pavement. Cavity dwelling birds and squirrels live in hollo
that develop in older cottonwoods. Branches on older trees sometimes break ir
storms and high wds.Populus angustifoliand Populus tremuloidesalso occur in
Central New Mexico.

Honey Mesquite Legume family

Propis glandulosa

Pollinator Various bees

Host plantto Gray metalmark and Reakirt's blue butterflies

Size 5'-30' High and Wide

Foliage Deciduous

Water Low

% Exposure Sun

¢ Areas Heights, West Mesa

Honey Mesquite is found on drier, more upland sites tBanewbean Mesquite. It
can be grown as a bushy screen or barrier plant or pruned up to a-tnuiked
small tree. The spiny branches bear finely divided bright green leaves. One ¢
last trees to leaf out, it soon produces dpikes of tiny fragrangellow flowers.
These are followed by tan pods mottled with red. The pods are eaten by graz
animals and rabbits. Honey mesquite thrives in heat but is marginally cold hai
The tree prefers rocky or sandy soil and needs only occasional deep waterin
However, with generous water, it will grow rapidly to as much as 30 feet. Itis
sometimes attacked by borers and twgirdling beetles.

Return to: Table of Content®r Index
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ScrewbearMesquite Mimosa Family

Prosopis pubescens

Pollinator Various bees

Size HNQ | AJK E upQ 2ARS
Foliage Deciduous

Water Low

Exposure Sun

Areas Heights, Valley, West Mesa

This graceful, open tree was once more common, but its former habitat in the F
Grande Valley, from Bernalillo to El Paso, is now quite urbanized. It bears pale
yellow flowers in late April and May and later, unique scshaped seedpods. Thi
spiny tree, with its graygreen compound leaves, projects light shade and a grac
appearance in scale with smaller spaces. Howeigeprickliness requires a
cautious approach. Both Screwbean and Honey Mesquites grow only in lower
elevations, where winters armild.

Gambel Oak Beech family

Quercus gambelii
Pollinator wind
Host Plant to For Colorado hairstreak, duskywing, sister and other butterflies.

% Size 200nQ | A3K E HnQ 2ARS
iy Foliage Deciduous
& Water Medium
Exposure Sun
§ Areas All

As an accent tree or a shrubby thicket, Gambel ®aksuperb addition to a
landscape and provides shiny foliage all year. The dark green, deeply lobed lei
@1 turn bronze or copper in the fall and remain on the branches throughout the

# winter. When deeply watered regularly, this versatile tree will grast,fout can
tolerate dry periods. Gambel Oak can adapt to a wide range of soils. Ancient P
Indians ate the acorns and used the wood for waving sticks, digging sticks, clul
arrows.

Return to: Table ofContentsor Index
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SRR WEEETSeeeN Shrub Live Oak Beech family
" Quercus turbinella

. Pollinator ~ Wind
HostPlantto C2 NJ KF ANBUNBI 12 | 2N OSQa Rdza"

butterflies
. Size MyQ | A3K E HnQ 2ARS
Foliage Evergreen
i Water Low
- Exposure Sun
Y Areas Heights, Valley, West Mesa

Grayish, spiny, holljke leaves persist on the branches until new leaves appear
the spring. Inconspicuous early spring flowers developimtb-long acorns that
are eaten by wildlife. This species and the Gray (Qalercus gris€aare native to
milder foothills throughout the southwest. In the wild, Shrub Live Oak rarely
exceeds six feet, but in the ghan it can be coaxed into a small tree. Gray Oak, ¢
true tree, gets about 30 feet tall with oval bkggay evergreen leaves.

New Mexico Locust Legume family
{ Robinia neomexicana

Pollinator Bumblebees

#| Host Plantto SilverSpotted Skipper and duskywing butterflies

@l Size HNQ | A3IK E mMpQ 2ARS

# Foliage Deciduous
Water Medium
Exposure Sun to part shade

R Areas East Mountain, Heights, Valley

The dazzling pinfurple flowerclusters of New Mexico Locust are unique and ez
this small springplooming tree a prominent site in a native landscape. In summe
the tree produces flat, brown seedpods. The tree has an open crown with long
bluish-green leaves and thorns on all steanmeldoranches. New Mexico Locust
forms a thicket but limiting its water can control this invasive tendency.

Return to: Table of Content®r Index
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Western Soapberry Soapberry family

Sapindus saponaria Syn. Sapindus drummondii
Pollinator Not yet known

Host plantto For soapberry hairstreak butterfly

Size HpQ | AJK E HpQ 2ARS
Foliage Deciduous

Water Low

Exposure Sun

Areas Heights, Valley, West Mesa

In spring, large sprays of white flowers appear among the bright green leaves (
Western Soapberry. Then, in fall the leaves turn gold. Translucent amber berrit
whichcontain a soagnaking compound, hand from the branches all winter.
Western Soapberry tolerates a great deal of heat and wind and also does well
tight planting areas. It does not thrive in colder areas.

Return to: Table of Content®r Index
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S HRUBS &VINES

Shrubs are the dominant plant form in Central New Mexico and they fill a variety of roles in the garden. Dwarf shrubs
can be merelankle-height. These are useful for yeayund borders. Shrubs of medium height help define spaces in the
garden and form backdrops for smaller plants. Some tall shrubs can be visual screens or be pruned into small trees.
Evergreen and sengivergreen shrubkeep the garden green in the winter. Some shrubs have colorful flowers while
others have interesting textures such as large leathery leaves or fine small leaves. Vines turn fences into green walls a
may also have flowers or fall color.

False IndigdBush Legume family
Amorpha fruticosa
Pollinator Many types of bees; nectar plant for monarch butterflies
Host plantto For dogface and sulfur butterflies
Size yQ | A3IK E yQ 2ARS
Blooms Purpleand orange
Foliage Deciduous
| Water Medium
Exposure Sun or shade
Areas Heights, Valley

The lacyleaved False Indigo Bush is handsome in May when spikes of sn
purple flowers open at the branch tips. It is also-egtching in the fall when
leaves turn golden before dropping. Flowers, with their long orange stam«
attract butterflies, and birds feed on the clusters of seedpods in fall. A
compact plant in full sun, False Indigo Bush grows more open and airy in
shade. It is best to deepater every two weeks unless roots can reach
ground water.

Sand Sage Aster family

Artemisia filifolia
Pollinator Wind

Size nQ IA3IK E nQ 2ARS
Blooms Inconspicuous
Foliage Evergreen
Water Verylow
| Exposure Sun
Areas All

The silvery foliage of Sand Sagatrasts with the greenery of other plants.
® The slender gracefully shaped stems and small threadlike leaves are den
covered with white hairs and give off a pleasant fragrance. The small gre
flowers produce copious amounts of witdbwn pollen. San&age requires
well-drained soilFilifoliaY S y& GG KNBI Rt SIF Fx¢ |y
plant.

Return to: Table of Content®r Index
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Fned Sag o ‘ | Aster family
Artemisia frigida

Pollinator Wind, but provides special value as building material for bees
Size yé | AIK E mMQ 2ARS

Blooms Inconspicuous

Foliage Evergreen

Water Low

Exposure Sun

Areas All

Fringed Sage, with its gray, finely cut leaves, is aeard ground cover. The clusters of small yellow flowers in |
summer are hardly noticeable among the light, lacy leakegid® Y SI yAy 3 aO02f RZ£é¢ NBT
of the range inwhich it lives. After it blooms, shear off the old flower stalks to encourage renewal of the foliage

ZEwEN

Fourwing Saltbush Goosefoot family
Atriplex canescens
Pollinator Wind

Host plant For saltbush sootywing butterfly

Size pQ I A3IK E yQ 2ARS
Blooms Inconspicuous, but with unusual fruits
Foliage Evergreen

Water Very low

Exposure Sun

Areas All

The grayistgreenish Fourwin®altbush is a fagjrowing, longived shrub. In late summer the female plants bear

fine yellowish flowers. These are followed by seeds surrounded by fourfiaek y OK I NIi NBdza S ¢
eventually dry to pale yellow. Some people are allergic to thlslown pollen produced by the male plants. Qua
and other wildlife are commonly seen feeding on the proteahn seeds. Cut Fourwing Saltbush back periodically
keep the plant compact.
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Red Barberry Barberry family

Berberis haematocarpa Syn. Mahonia haematocarps

Pollinator Bumblebees

Size 3y Q | A3AK E MnQsARS

Blooms Yellow

Foliage Evergreen

4 Water Low

Exposure Sun

Areas All

# With it prickled, hollylike leaves, Red Barberry adds texture to a border. Ir

N spring, clusters of small fragrant flowers cover this large dense shrub. Th
. berries produced in the summer attract quail and other grotieeding birds.

Light pruning of tk young plant will thicken it. As an impenetrable barrier,

Red Barberry adds security to an arBarberis fremontiand Berberis

trifoliata, or Algerita, are similar native shrubs.

Creeping Mahonia Barberry family

Berberis repens Syn.  Mahonia repes

Pollinator Not yet determines

Size yé | AIK E HQ 2ARS

Blooms Yellow

Foliage Evergreen

Water Medium

Exposure Part shade

| Areas East Mountain, Heights

CreepingViahonia has spiny hoHlyke leaves and purple berries and is usefi
as a border or ground cover. In spring, clusters of small, round flowers ag
among the shiny green leaves. In fall, purple berries resembling small gre
are borne among foliage thaby then, has turned red. The berries do not la
long as birds and other wildlife find them delectable.

Return to: Table of Content®r Index
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Mountain Mahogany Rose family

Cercocarpus montanus Syn. Cercocarpus breviflorus

Pollinator Wind and/or insects

Host plant to Hairstreak butterflies

Size TQ | AIK E pQ 2ARS

Blooms Inconspicuous

Foliage Deciduous to sermvergreen

Water Low

Exposure Full sun to part shade

Areas East Mountain, Heights

The dense, upright Mountain mahogany can be pruned into a graceful sn
tree. When left to grow naturally, a row of thesérubs will form a dense
windbreak or screen. Mountain Mahogany has reddish bark, small wedge
shaped leaves and a spicy fragrance. It is particularly valued in a landsca
the abundant featherytails seeds. Clad in these silky curlicues, Mountain
Mahogany shines in the winter sun.

gt Feather Dalea Legume family

Dalea Formosa
Pollinator wSEF{ANI Q& ofdzS odzi G SNFTt &
Hostplantto wSI { ANIi Q& o6f dzS 0dzi i SNF¢t @
Size HQ | A3JK E o0Q 2ARS
Blooms Purple andyellow
Foliage Semievergreen

5 Water Very low

| Exposure  Full sun
Areas Heights, Valley, West Mesa

CS I (i K S Nchasnting f4zypaa flowers occur in clusters, each flower
1 surrounded by feather plumes. First blooming March, these shrubs often
£ a second show after summer rains. This delicate dalea, with its tiny leave
% beautiful in a low border and in areadtleatural such as rocky hillsides and
prairies. The seeds are an important food source for wildlife. Since it is
nitrogenixing, Feather Dalea fertilizes itself and nearby plants.

Return to: Table of Content®r Index
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Chamisa Aster family

Ericameria nauseosa Syn.  Chrysothamnus nauseosus
Pollinator Nectar plant for monarch, painted lady, otheutterflies
Host plantto Checkerspot and zephyr angel wing butterflies
Size pPQ I A3IK E ¢cQ 2ARS
Blooms Yellow
1 Foliage Deciduous
W Water Low
S| Exposure Sun

| Areas All

8 Chamisa, also known as Rabbit Brusha large showy shrub, covered in the
fall with stunning masses of deep yellow flowers. The stems aredrken,
even in winter. Matted woolly hairs on the long, narrow leaves give the pl
a silvery appearance. If Chamisa becomes thin and rangygeaesgruning
will restore its rounded shape. Some people dislike the odor of the blossc
as reflected in the botanical name.

Apache Plume Rose family

Fallugia paradoxa

Pollinator BeesPronuba moth (night pollinator)

Size nQ |IA3K E pQ 2ARS

Blooms White

. Foliage Semievergreen

= Water Low

i Exposure Sun

Areas All

The white flowers and pink feathery seed heads of Apache Plume bring
distinctive airy aspect to the garden from MimyOctober. The small,
scattered, lobed leaves are deep green. Those leaves that persist into wi
. develop a dark bronzy color which contrasts with the silvery twigs. Apach
Plume makes an interesting specimen plant or a good natural hedge that
. providescover and seeds for birds. Removing the oldest stems in early sg
will encourage heavy blooming.

Return to: Table of Content®r Index
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Cliff Fendlerbush Hydrangea family
Fendlera rupicola

Pollinator Not yet determined
Size 6y Q | AyXK 2EA RiS
Blooms White
¥ Foliage Deciduous
e Water Medium
#d Exposure Sun to part shade
Areas East Mountains, Heights

-~ CliffFendlerbush is a handsome shrub in April and May when it is covere:
'_ with pink buds and fragrant white flowers. The pointed tips of the four pet
“| form a distinctive crosshaped flower. In winter, the furrowed gray bark of
the leafless arching stems igraictive. When pruned, Cliff Fendlerbush can
4 be used in hedges and bordeRupicolaY S| ya af A@Ay 3 Y
“H Indicating the natural habitat of rocky hillsides.

Mountain Spray Rose family
Holodiscus dumosus
Pollinator Various bees and bemimicking syrphid flies
§ Host plantto For swallowtail butterflies
£ 8 Size cQ | AIK E ¢cQ 2ARS
- Blooms White
! Foliage Deciduous
! Water Medium
Exposure Part shade
¢ Areas East Mountain

Mountain{ LIN} € Q& f 2y 3 3INI OS¥dzA &adsSvax
the spray from a breaking ocean wave. The pyramidal floral clusters add
laciness to the landscape. Even a slight breeze will reveal the silvery
undersides of the leaves. Occasionally @uit the oldest stems to promote
flowering. Mountain Spray is also called Rock SgRagk Spireand Ocean
SprayDumosu& Y SIFyAy3a aO02YLI OG 2NJ 6dzaK
the plant.

Return to: Table of Content®r Index
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Winterfat Goosefoot family

{1 Krascheninnikovia lanata
| Pollinator Wind

| Size 0Q | AHile E 00Q
\| Blooms Inconspicuous
% Foliage Semievergreen
. Water Very low
Exposure Sun
Areas East Mountain, Heights, Valley, West Mesa

Winterfatis a small, white shrub that attracts attention to itself in fall and
winter when it develops long woolly spikes of seed heads. The light blue
. green leaves are also covered with woolly hairs, giving the entire shrub it:
4 white appearance. Use Winterfat mmeadow or among other shrubs for fa
and winter accents. Cut back in early spring and use the prunings with dr
arrangements. Inconspicuous flowers produce alléngiucing pollen.
Winterfat is a prime source of winter food for wildlife.

Creosote Bush Caltrop family
Larrea tridentate

Pollinator Numerous types of bees

Size pQ I A3IK E pQ 2ARS
Blooms Yellow

Foliage Evergreen

Water Very low

Exposure Sun

Areas Heights, Valleywest Mesa

In the spring, Creosote Bush is covered with yellow flowers. When these
replaced with small white, hairy fruit, the effect is a green shrub lightly
covered with snow. After a rain, the glossy leaves are aromatic. It can prc
a textural @cent and contrast beautifully with silvégaved plants. A
dominant Chihuahuan Desert plant, Creosote Bush thrives with little wate
and poor soil, but added water gives it a more rounded, dense appearanc
This shrub can be extremely lofiged.

Return to: Table of Content®r Index
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# Mariola Aster family

¥ Parthenium incanum

4 Pollinator Not yet determined
4 Size HQ | A3K E 0Q 2ARS
% Blooms Creamy
22 Foliage Semievergreen
= Water Very low
45 Exposure Sun
Areas Heights, Valley, West Mesa

Mariolaleaves are lacy and silvery, providing color and texture to a garde
The pleasant fragrance and habit of this compact shrub can enhance eve
small spaces. Small creasulored flowers are held above the leaves in a

d graceful bouquet from late summer intalf. Mariola is a fastjrowing, long

€ lived plant and looks tidier if old flower stems are cut off in late winter.

Littleleaf Mockorange Hydrangea family
Philadelphus microphyllus
Pollinator Not yet determined
Size pQ | A3AK E pQ 2ARS
Blooms White
. Foliage Deciduous
Water Medium
Exposure Sun to part shade
Areas East Mountain, Heights, Valley

The showy white flowers blanketing the fountashaped Littleleaf
Mockorange fill the garden with the fragrance of orange blossoms in May
June. Slender branches bear small leaves, as the naiotephyllugmplies.
Littleleaf Mockorange requires wadrained soil. Pruning just after bloom
creates a dense plant suitabfor a screen.
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Chokecherry Rose family

Prunus virginiana

% Pollinator Early season bees, mineees (Andrena)
4 Host plant to Hairstreak and tweailed swallowtail butterflies
¥\ Size MHQ | A3K E cQ 2AiRS
4 Blooms White
8 Foliage Deciduous
| Water Medium
Exposure Sun to part shade
Areas East Mountain, Heights

Chokecherry graces the may landscaptn small flowers cascading from
each branch tip. Later, the small dark cherries attract wildlife and are alsc
good for making jelly and wine. The oval leaves are shiny dark green, turi
il yellow in autumn. Naturally a mulsitemmed shrub, Chokecherryrche

4 pruned into a tree if the suckers are removed annually.

¢ : T\ 1 b ‘m. g
Broom Dalea Legume family
Psorothamnus scoparius Syn.  Dalea scoparia
Pollinator Cellophane bees, digger bees, artders
Size 0Q IA3IK E pQ 2ARS
Blooms Purple
Foliage Deciduous
Water Very low
Exposure Sun
Areas West Mesa

In May and August, dense round clusters of delicate fragrant purple flowers seem to float above almost invisit
slender stems. The rest of the year it looks like a bush ofdplag sticks with sparse tiny leaves. A row of Broom
Daleas makes an interesginiow border. A native of dry, sandy soil, Broom Dalea should be watered very sparir
SOSYy ¢KSYy FANRG GNryaLftlryiSRe® ¢KS aSSRa FddaNr OG |
nectar.
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Cliffrose Rose family

[ Purshia stansburyana Syn.  Purshia stansburiana

€ Pollinator Bees

™ Host plantto . S KMMifstieak and desert elfin butterflies

Size MnQ | A3JK E ¢cQ 6ARS

Blooms Creamy

Foliage Evergreen

§ Water Low

Exposure Sun

Areas East Mountain, Heights, West Mesa

2% In May, the erect stems of Cliffrose are densely covered with creamy frag
¢ flowers. Later, white silky plumed seed envelop Cliffrose in a feathery ha:

Throughout the year, the shrub is crowded with delicate dark green, resin

leaves. Cliffrose needs weltained soil. Pruning in late winter increases the

density, while selette pruning after blooming brings out a windswept aspt

that makes a beautiful focal point.

| Littleleaf Sumac Sumac family

Rhus microphylla

Pollinator Bees

Size yQ | AMKQE2 MRS

Blooms Small white clusters

Foliage Deciduous

Water Low

Exposure Sun

! Areas Heights, Valley, West Mesa

*< Littleleaf Sumaés a dense attractive shrub that can be used as a hedge ol
screen. In spring, small clusters of flowers attract numerous bees. In earl
summer, spherical oranged fruits appear among the shiny leaves. In
autumn, the small dark green leaves turn burgumegl before dropping.
Welkdrained soil is a must.

Return to: Table of Content®r Index
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Threeleaf Sumac Sumac family

Rhus trilobata Syn.

Pollinator Not yet determined
| Size PpQ | ATXK 2EA RS
' Blooms Inconspicuous

Foliage Deciduous

Water Low

Exposure Sun to part shade

Areas All

ThreeleafSumac is covered with shiny green leaves and red{girgd
berries during the summer. In autumn, the leaves turn a richaehge,

22 making a colorful accent plant or hedge. Inconspicuous yellow flowers blc
& in early spring before the leaves developdi and other groundeeding

# O0OANRA FiE201 (G2 ¢KNBStSIT {dz¥YI O g1
£ berries can be crushed and made into a refreshing drink.

Golden Currant Currant family

Ribes aureum
Pollinator Various bees, bemimicking flies
Host plantto Copper and angel wing butterflies

Size pQ I A3K E pQ 2ARS
Blooms Yellow

Foliage Deciduous

Water Medium

Exposure Sun or part shade

Areas East Mountain, Heights, Valley

The fastgrowing, longlived Golden Currant adds interest to the landscape
spring, summer and fall. In April to May, trumgsdtaped yellow flowers give
off a spicy fragrance. Delicious dark red or black berries attract songbirds
Golden Currant busheturing the summer. In the fall, the small maitilkee

leaves turnredAureunE YSI yAy3d a32f RSyzXé RS3E
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222RaQ w2as Rose family

Rosa woodsii

Pollinator Eucera and other specialized bees
Size 4c Q | AWEKQ B AcRS
Blooms Pink

Foliage Deciduous

Water Medium

Exposure Part shade

Areas East Mountain

Theflowersot 22 RaQ w2aSz fA1S al y-&hhapdes :
with five petals. The serrated leaflets of this spiny shrub turn bright orang
red in fall. In late summer, clusters of red, ornamental, vitangh hips
develop and remain on the plant to priole sustenance for birds throughout
0KS S6AYUSNW® 222RAQ w2aS &adzl1 SN&

or small thicket.

+ANHAYQa . 2¢ SNJ Buttercup family

Clematis ligusticifolia Syn. Clematis neomexicana
Pollinator Bees
Size HNQ
Blooms White
Foliage Deciduous
Water Medium
+| Exposure Sun to part shade
i Areas All
@ + ANBAYQ&E .26SNJ A& | f dzAaK ¢ 2 geliwitd

the aid of its long leaf stalks (petioles). Fragrant clusters of smalsstgred
v flowers attract butterflies. Female plants develop showy silvery bundles o

2| feathery seeds in late summer. This fgsbwing vine has compound leaves
with longsharply pointed leaflets. It grows in all soils.
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= I/ Snapdragon Vine Snapdragon family
‘ Maurandya antirrhiniflora

Pollinator Not yet determined

Size p Q

Blooms Lavender

Foliage Deciduous

Water Low

Exposure Sun to part shade

Areas Heights, Valley, West Mesa

This climbing or trailing plant has leaf stalks that curve and twist around
anything that can support it. Snapdragbke flowers have a hairy, creamy
ridge at the base of the flower opening. This diminutive vine blooms in
summer and fall, then dies baok the ground each winter. It appreciates
having its root zone shaded.

Woodbine Grape family
Parthenocissus vitacea Syn. Parthenocissus inserta
Pollinator Bees
Size HNQ
Blooms Insignificant
Foliage Deciduous
Water Medium
% | Exposure Sun to part shade
i Areas East Mountain, Heights, Valley

M While Woodbine is attractive in summer, it is breathtaking in fall when lea
#| turn a brilliant red. At this timeis blue berries are highly attractive to

.| roadrunners and songbirds. This fasbwing woody vine climbs with tendrils
but lacks the suction discs of it eastern cousin, Virginia Creeper. Woodbit
can be used to cover a chain link fence or to ramble oveks.
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C ACTI &S UCCULENTS

Cacti and other succulents embody the flavor Southwesive gardens. Throughout the year, their striking forms
contrast with other plants. When in flower, their large, colorful blooms are the focal points in the garden. Because of
their ability to store water in their stemand/or leavesthey thrive inthe driest part of a landscape. It is best to place
sharpspinedcactusesaway from walkways and out of the wind, both to protect people and to prevent windblown

leaves and litter from catching in the spines.

Tree Cholla Cactus fanty

Cylindropuntia imbricata

Pollinator Leafcutter bees and other bees

Size cQ IA3IK E pQ 2ARS

Blooms Magenta flowers in late spring

Foliage Spines

Water Very low

Exposure Full sun

Areas All

Tree Chollzontributes height and texture to a desert garden. When in
flower, it rivals rose bushes with abundant large colorful flowers. The sj
cylindrical stems form interesting branching structures. Large yellow fru
decorate the stems throughout the wiet. Wildlife find food and shelter in
Tree Cholla. The woody skeletons are used for crafts.

RedFlowered Hedgehog Cactus  Cactus family

Echinocereus coccineus
Pollinator Beeshummingbirds
Size MHE | AIK E MHE 2 A
: Blooms Red flowers in spring

.| Foliage Spines
Water Very low
Exposure Full sun
Areas All
A profusion of large orange=d flowers provides a spectacular accent to ¢
local landscape. A colony will grésem one stem, adding more stems
every year. After several years, the mound could be up to three feet ac
and bear dozens of flowers. The red flowers attract hummingbirds, whil
songbirds eat the plump juicy red fruits. Claret Cup Hedgehog Cactus
* (Echinocereus triglochidiatwsr. triglochidiatug, popular in the nursery
trade, has larger, darker, flowers and fewer, stouter spines.

pufi
w»
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Strawberry Hedgehog Cactus Cactus Family

Echinocereus fendleri

| Pollinator Agapostemor{metallic green) bees

1 Size yé | MAK 2EARS

& Blooms Magenta flowers in spring

Foliage Spines

w4 Water Low

.| Exposure Full sun

“ Areas All

% A low clump of threenchwide stems of Strawberry Hedgehog Caatiii$

4 burst into bloom in spring. When it does, the large colorful flowers eclipse
{ else in the garden. As the spiny edible fruits ripen, they turn from green tc
reddishpurple and taste like strawberries. European explorers noted the
similarity of these cacti to the spiny mammals of English hedgerows.

¥ Claret Cup Hedgehog Cactus Cactus Family

Echinocereus triglochidiatus

Pollinator Hummingbirds

Size 12-18" High by 18" wide

Blooms Bright red (Claret wine colored) to oranged in early spring

Foliage Spines

Water Low

Exposure Full sun to partial shade

Areas All

ClaretcupHedgehog Cactus is native to a variety of habitats from low dese

 rocky slopes, scrub, and mountain woodland. There are a number of varie
“¥ of this highly variable cactus species. In general it is a clumping cactus, fo

mounds from a few to huneds of spherical to cylindrical stems. It is densel

spiny and somewhat woolly. The showy flower is a bright red to oraede

funnel shaped bloom. The flowers are among the earliest to bloom in sprir

coincide with the arrival of hummingbirds from thevintering grounds.
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Green Pitaya - Cactus Family

Echinocereus viridiflorus
Pollinator Sweat bees and otherative bees

Size 4" High x 6" Wide

Blooms Green to brownish flowers in spring
Foliage Spines

Water Low

Exposure Full sun to partial shade

Areas All

A small hedgehog that can be found in a variety of habitat types, including desert scrub, woodlands, dry grass
and shortgrass prairie. It occasionally forms clumps of small stems. In May and June, the green to brownish fi
form near the base ahe plant followed by dry fruits. A wonderful plant for rock gardens and troulgfisone of
the most coldhardy cactus along with some of the prickly pears.

Chihuahuan Pineapple Cactus Cactudramily

Echinomastus intertextus

Pollinator Leafcutter and Diadasia bees

Size cé | AIK E né 2ARS

1 Blooms White tinged with pink in early spring

Foliage Spines

Water Very low

Exposure Full sun

Areas All

ChihuanuarPineapple Cactus, also known as Early Bloomer, is the earliest
flowering cactus in Central New Mexico. In March, pale-imicke flowers
1SYSNES FNBY (GKS (2L 2F GKS azfAadt
of its shape, it is the hardiest of thelyel cacti and grows in juniper savanna
and desert grassland. At higher altitudes its range may be limited more by
excess moisture than by cold.
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New Mexim Pincushion Cactus Cactus Family

Escobaria vivipara Syn. Coryphantha vivipara
Pollinator

Size cé | AIK E yé& 2ARS
Blooms Pink flowers in springnd summer

Foliage Spines

Water Very low

Exposure Full sun

Areas All

The New Mexico Pincushion Cactus bears large satiny flowers in spring ai
again during summer rains. Plump juicy berries follow the flowers. The

spherical stems are nearly obscured by numerous small spines lying close
the skin. The Latin namavipara indicates the New Mexico Pincushion Cact
can reproduce by forming side stems that can become independent plants

Little Nipple Cactus Cactus Family
Mammillaria meiacantha Syn. Mammilaria heyderi var. meiacant
. Pollinator Native Bees
| Size 20bh | A3dK o0& c¢ 2ARS
| Blooms White to pinkish in miespring
Foliage Spines
N Water Low
. Exposure Full sun to partial shade
. Areas All

Little Nipple Cactus is the hardiest Mammillaria and native to central New
‘ Mexico. Itis a low growing species, often partly obscured by grass or othe
vegetation in the variety of habitats where it is found, including grassland,
and pinyonjuniper wodalland.During dry spells the height is reduced further
to or even below the ground level. The white to pinkish flowers, with darke
midstripes, appear from March into May and the red fruits follow as late as
October into March.
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Beargrass Asparagus Family

(formerly Nolina family)
Nolina geenei Syn. Nolina texana
Pollinator Not determined, possibly the Sandia Hairstreak
Host plant to Sandia Hairstreak butterfly
Size 0Q IA3K E o0Q 2ARS
Blooms Spikes of tiny white or purplish flowers in spring
Foliage Evergreen
Water Low
4 Exposure Full sun
¢ Areas All
Beargrasss not a true grass at all, but a close relative of the yuccas. Long
? narrow leaves form a dense fountain shape. In spring;fvad-long lacy
lowering stalks appear among the leaves, each bearing hundreds of smal
= flowerers. With leaves narrowehan yucca leaves and stiffer than grass,
Beargrass can provide a substitute for ornamental grass irmlater
situations.Nolina greeneis the native species in our area, but is often offere
by nurseries ablolina texana

| Englemann Prickly Pear Cactus Family

@ Opuntia engelmannii

Pollinator Various bees, including leafcutter bees

Size cQ I A3IK E cé 2ARS

Blooms Large yellow flowers in spring

Foliage Spines

Water Very low

Exposure Full sun

1 Areas Heights, Valley, West Mesa

“% Englemann Prickly Pedhe largest of the prickly pears, with numerous foot

_' ¢ wide pads, is a striking accent plant. The fimah showy flowers are replace:
{ in midsummer by purple peashaped fruits that may be made into jelly,

preserves or beverages. Because of its sizgleErann Prickly Pear makes ai

effective living fence. It requires a welained soil.
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Purple Prickly Pear Cactus Family

g Opuntia macroentra
=4 Pollinator Various bees

* Size HQ | A3K E oQ 2ARS
Blooms Yellow flowers in late spring to early summer
{ Foliage Spines
Water Very low
Exposure Full sun
. Areas Heights, Valley, Wesllesa

Purple Prickly Pear adds winter color to the garden when cold weather tur
the pads from a blugreen to shades of purple. The firehwide oval pads

' are thin in crossection. Top edges of the pads may be armed with black
spines that can be deng as six inches. Purple Prickly Pear bears yellow
flowers with brilliant red centers. The fruit is like a reddishnge pingpong
ball. This cactus requires good drainage and is prone to rot if kept
continuously moist.

Banana Yucca Asparagus family
(formerly Agave family
Yucca baccata

z¢ Pollinator Yucca moths
Host plantto Yucca moths
4§ Size 0Q | A3IK E ¢cQ 6ARS
4 Blooms White flowers on 5 foot spikes in spring
€ Foliage Evergreen
Water Low
§ Exposure Full sun
" Areas Al

With its rosette of twefoot-long leaves, Broadleaf Yucadds form to a
garden. In spring, clusters of large, creamy flowers bloom on stalks that a
long as the leaves. Later the flowers develop into barsraped bunches of
= fleshy fruit, a staple food of the Pueblo people. Extra watering during the
spring and summer months will increase growth.
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Soap Tree Yucca Asparagus family

(formerly Agave family
Yucca elata
Pollinator Yucca moths
| Host plantto  Yucca moths
| Size 7HnQ | AIK E o0Q 2ARS
- | Blooms Tall spikes of large white flowers in summer
Foliage Evergreen
Water Low
Exposure Full sun
Areas Heights, Valley, West Mesa
The dramatic silhouette of the Soap Tree Yucca lends a distinctive
southwestern appearance to the garden. A dense tuft of-famt-long,
swordlike leaves encircles the top of the stout trunk. During summer mon
the flower stalk bears a striking elastgd cluster of large, waxy flowers. An
extract from the roots produces lather for washing. Even today soap from
yucca root is used for shampooing. Soap Tree Yucca is the State Flower
Mexico.

L Narrowleaf Yucca Asparagus family
: (formerly Agave family
“ | Yuccantermedia Syn. Yucca glaucayucca baileyi
.| Pollinator Yucca moths
Host plantto Yucca moths
Size HQ | A3JK E HQ 2ARS
Blooms Large white flowers in spring asdmmer

Foliage Evergreen

Water Very low

Exposure Full sun

Areas All

i This elegant plant brings the desert into the garden. Stiff narrow leaves fo
clump at the base. Every two or three years, ftnot flower stalks crowded
with waxy whitebell-shaped flowers push up well above the leaves. The yt
plant was important to prehistoric Native Americans in many ways. The le
yielded fiber needed for weaving sandals, mats, nets and baskets.
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G RASSES

Native grasses come in many sizes and forms, from turf tefdivetall specimens. The native lawn grasses, Buffalograss
and Blue Gramaneed little fertilizer, are relatively free of disease and insect damage, and usieuntie the water

bluegrass requires.

All the grasses excel at holding soil and preventing erosion. The colorful leaves of native ornamental grasses add
interest to the garden during the fall and winter when many other plants are dormant. When planted in open areas, the
long narrow leaves move gracefully in the breeze, and the fluffy seed heads shine in backlight. The wind blows and
scatters the grass seed. All grasaes pollinated by the wind and not by insects. Some native grasses (Indian Rice Grass

Blue Grama, and Little Bluestem) serve as host plants for specific butterfly larvae. Small birds eat the grass seeds.

Lawn Grasses

Blue Grama Grass family

Bouteloua gracilis

Pollinator Wind

Host plantto Many species of Skipper butterfly caterpillars, i.e., Rhest
Uncas, Orange and Simius Roadside Skippers.

Size MHQQ | A3K E cé¢ 2ARS
d Water Low

Exposure Full sun

Areas All

gl A light and airy meadow effect results when Blue Grama is allowed to g
il naturally and form seed stalks. Mow Blue Grama meadows in winter aft
A the seed heads have dried. For a thick lawn, mow Blue Grama four inct
high monthly duing the growing season. Water deeply every seven to te
»4 days during the summer. The soft finely textured leaves fade to light tan
they go dormant. Blue Grama is available as seed and plugs. Seed mus
sown during hot weather to give the young grassdito establish itself
before winter.
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§  Buffalograss Grass family

+ Buchloe dactyloides
, Pollinator Wind
W« Size 4c¢ | AIK E MHQQ 2ARS
A ; - Water Low to medium

e Exposure  Sun
S8 Areas All
Fineleaved Buffalograss can be used alone in a lawn or meadow or mix
with Blue Grama. Blue Grangarminates sooner than Buffalograss, but
¢ Buffalograss fills in bare areas by extending abgnaeind runners. The soft
4 light green leaves fade to buff in winter. Buffalograss is available as see
plugs or sod. Seed must be sown during the summer monthihéograss to
be established by winter. Buffalograss is so low growing that it does not
require mowing. But, if you wish, it can be mowed a few times a year fol
% G 0ARe¢ | LILISI NI yOSo

Ornamental Native Grasses

s Indian Ricegrass Grass family

~ + Achnatherum hymenoides Syn. Oryzopsis hymenoides
» Pollinator Wind

8¢ Host plantto Larvae of skipper butterflies

Size MHE KAIK E mMyé 2ARS
Water Low

Exposure Full sun

& Areas West Mesa, Heights

Indian Ricegraswight accent a rock garden or border, or it may be used
i meadow where its light lacy flower heads contrast with surrounding plar
This cool season bunch grass blooms in spring. By early summer birds
attracted to and eat the large seeds. Indiandgrass is an indicator of
sandy soil and is especially suited to the West Mesa area. Cut back to t
inches in late winter.
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Cane Bluestem Grass family

Bothriochloa barbinodis
Pollinator Wind

Size 20Q | A3dK E HQ 2ARS
Water Low

Exposure Full sun

Areas All

Cane Bluestem gives new life to the garden in late summer. Fhifg
seed heads shimmer in the moonlight above the foliage and persist unti
spring. In fall, the leaves change from green to rosy pink.-@agsring will
cause long floppy stems. Cut back in late winter. Silver Bluestem

(Bothriodhloa laguroideyis very similar, but may not tolerate elevations
over 6500 feet.

Sideoats Grama Grass family

Bouteloua curtipendula
Pollinator Wind

Size HQ | A3IK E mMQ 2ARS
Water Medium

-8 Exposure Full sun to part shade

, Areas All

A meadow effect is achieved by the round clumps of Sideoats Grama. 1
coarse vertical leaf blades are blgesen in spring and strawolor in in fall.
Sideoats Gram#owers from July through September. The long seeds he
in rows like pennants on one side of the stiff flowering stalks. Breaier
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Sand Lovegrass Grass family

Eragrostis trichodes

Pollinator Wind

Size HQ | A3IK E mMQ 2ARS
Water Medium

Exposure Full sun tgpart shade

Areas All

In August, Sand Lovegrgs®duces large airy red seed heads that rise lik
rosy cloud a foot above the leaves. The seed heads will remain attractiv
nearly all winter and can be cut for dried arrangements. Despite its nam
Sand Lovegrass will grow in most soils. While itisrshg in the late
summer landscape, Sand Lovegrass reseeds too profusely to use in tid:
flowerbeds. Deep water twice monthly in drier areas. Cut back to three
inches in late winter.

Bush Muhly Grass family
Muhlenbergiaporteri
| Pollinator Wind

Size MQ | A3IK E 0Q 2ARS

Water Low
~ Exposure Full sun
- Areas Heights, Valley, West Mesa

. Bush Muhly forms a low bushy mound of dense intricately entwined stel
= covered in pale green leaves.l&te summer, fluffy pinkpurple seed heads
| transform the clump into a cotton candy cloud. Bush Muhly can be used
meadow plantings or massed in open areas. Not only is this grass bush

g tends to grow up through bushes, protecting itself from grazBeepwater
W once a month. Cut back to six inches at the end of winter.
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Thread Grass Grass family

Nassella tennuissima Syn.  Stipa tennuissima
Pollinator Wind

Size HQ I AJK E HQ 6ARS
Water Low

Exposure Full sun or part shade

- | Areas All

The arching form of this cool season bunchgrass is attractive yeai
| round. However, Thread Grass in breathtaking in May when its fin
leaves are topped by even finer seed heads that flow and drift in t
breeze. In fall and winter, it fades to a buff cotetaining threads of
green. However, Thread Grass is an aggressive reseeder and cat
invasive in areas with gravel, stones or pavers. To prevent this,
remove the seed display before seeds mature and scatter.

Little Bluestem Grass family

Schizachyrium scoparium

Pollinator Wind

Size HQ I A3JK E mMQ 2ARS
Water Medium

Exposure Full sun

Areas All

Little Bluestem is a warm season bunchgrass. The leaves caadeor
blue-green, picking up subtle shades of orange, pink and purple in late
summer. As the season progresses and the flower stalks mature into
cottony seed heads, the leaves turn pinlsset, keeping this color all
winter. Little Bluestem reseeds taeadily to plant in flowerbeds, but work:
well in meadows or as a visually striking ground cover. Besgpr two to

| four times a month in summer. Cut back dead foliage to six inches in lat
winter.
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Indiangrass Grass family

Sorghastrum nutans
Pollinator Wind

Size HbQ | AJK E HQ 6ARS ONBIR
Water Low

1 Exposure Full sun

@' Areas All

For most of the year, Indiangrass masquerades as an ordinary dolacsd
rhizomatous bunchgrass. In late summer, multiple flower stalks shoot uj
three to six feet. These terminate in spikes of fluffy golden seed heads t
bend gracefully in the wind. Eleaves become bronzemlored in the fall.
During the growing season, water Indiangrass once a week if growing ir
sand or once a month in clay. Cut back to four inches in the winter.

Giant Sacaton

Sporobolusvrightii
Pollinator

Size

“ Water

+ Exposure

i Areas

Giant Sacaton adds a stunning accent to the garden. Although it is as le
¥ and stately as pampas grass, Giant Sacat®aus far less water. In summe
> tall graceful flower heads push up through the arching leaves. In fall the
. feathery seed heads turn into gold. Deegter twice a month in summer

& and monthly the rest of the year. Cut back to one foot late in winter.
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W ILDFLOWERS

Masses of color are achieved throughout the year with plantings of wildflowers. They also bring interesting foliage and
pleasing fragrancento the garden. Spreading, vertical or rounded plant shapes add abundant variety. During the day,
red flowers attract hummingbirds, and at night, fragrant white flowers on your patio attract hummingbird raonths

other nocturnal mothsUse wildflowers witative grasses for a flowery meadow. Although not as permanent as
shrubs, wildflowers provide beauty and interest while shrubs mature. In winter, some die back, while others leave low

tufts of green leaves.

Canmon Yarrow Asterfamily
Achillea millefolium
| Pollinator Bees, butterflies
Size H RighxD 2 ARS
Blooms Heads of white flowers May through m&eptember
Water Medium
BN Exposure Sun to shade
| Areas East Mountains, Heights, Valley

Common Yarrow creates a bed of dark green, finely divided, aromatic lea
From these, arise stems bearing flattish heads of small flowers. Yarrow
spreads by its roots and can sometimes become invasive in moist soils. *
can benefit the whole gardeby attracting beneficial insects. Yarrow grows
the Sandia and Manzano Mountains, but is adaptable to other areas if it g
extra water. Since it can be mowed and can tolerate light foot traffic, it ca
serve as a ground cover. Nurseries carry m@loer or color variations of
common yarrow. It is unknown how pollinators respond to these.

Purple Hyssop Mint family

Agastache pallidaflora

Pollinator Diversespecies of bees, butterflies, occasional hummingbir

Host plantto Painted lady, checkered white, variegated fritillary,
checkered skipper, dainty skipper

Size HQ | A3IK E HQ 2ARS
Blooms Pinkpurple spikes of flowers in summer
Water Medium

Exposure Part shade

Areas East Mountain, Heights, Valley

. In summer bloom, Purple Hyssop accents the garden with slender raspbe
spikes, which also make attractive cut or dried flower arrangements. Rem
old flower stalks to encourage longer bloofhe whole plant gives off an
intense fragrance when it is touched. In our lower elevations, Purple Hyss
requires extra water and shade. Perennial.
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Yerba Mansa Lizardtail family

Anemopsis californica

Pollinator Bees

Size Myé | A3IK E H W 2ARS
Blooms White floral heads in summer to fall

Water Medium

Exposure Full sun to deep shade

Areas Heights, Valley

Yerba Mansa is an attractive summ#ooming plant as well as a dense
ground cover. Its charm comes from the conical floral head of small flowe
with an apron of large white bracts at the base. The flower stalks rise fron
clumps oflarge leathery oval leaves, which turn a richadwn in fall.
Preferring heavy soils, Yerba Mansa naturally grows in marshy places, bt
withstand drought once it is established. Perennial.

Golden Columbine Buttercup family
Aquilegiachrysantha

Pollinator Butterflies, hummingbirds, hawkmoths
Size 3-n Righx2BQ 2 ARS

Blooms Yellow flowers in May and June

Water Medium low

Exposure Sun to part shade

Areas East MountainsHeights, Valley

GoldenColumbinejargerand showierthan other columbinesalsoneedslesswater andlessshade. Ornateyellow
flowersgrow abovethe leaveson long stemsaddinga burst of colorto the garden. Eachpetal extendsinto along
narrowd y S @ iLJdhsEsignalsby its size shapeandfragrancea contentof quality food. Longtonguedinsects:
butterflies and hawkmoths,aswell assomehummingbirdsare ableto reachthe sugarysubstanceat the end of the
spur.
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Red Columbine Buttercup family
Aquilegiadesertorum

Pollinator Hummingbirds, hawkmoths

Size MyHighx1Q 2 ARS

Blooms Red and yellow spurred flowers June into August
Water Medium

Exposure Mostly Shade

Areas East Mountains

Slender stems rise from a basal rosette of three lobed leaves. At the top
dangle flowers of red bracts with backward projecting spurs. Inside, yello
petals extend down below the bracts, the pistols and stamens extending
further. Red Columbines growponderosa forest to the subalpine zone, sc
they will need extra water and shade in the lower elevations.

Prickly Poppy Poppy family
Argemone pleiacantn

Pollinator Bees, butterflies

Size 2-0 Righx® 2 ARS

Blooms Large white flowers all summer

Water Very Low

Exposure Sun

Areas All

Beingpricklyall over,this would be a thoroughlyunlovableplant if it were not for its huge4¢ white crepeflowers.
Froma distance fields of PricklyPoppylook littered with tissues. Closerthe flowerslook more like fried eggs,
becauseof their yellowcenters. Thebluishleavesresembleholly. Thesmallblackseedsare eatenby songbirds,
dovesandquail. Becauséhe sapistoxic, pricklypoppyisn®eatenby insectsor mammals. Perennial.
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Showy Milkweed Milkweed family

Asclepiaspeciosa

Pollinator Butterflies Monarchs, Queens, Swallowtails, Fritillaries and others), mo#es, wasps,
hummingbirds

Host plant to Butterflies and moths

Size 20 DA 3K WigeR mMQ
Blooms Balls of pink flowers in summer
Water Medium low

Exposure Sun

Areas All

This,the largestof our milkweeds s distinguishedts big grayish fuzzyleaves. ShowyMilkweed may spreadby
undergroundstemsto form colonies. Its largeseedpodsreakopento releaseseedson silkyparachutesafeature
of all milkweeds MonarchButterflies,in particular,lay their eggson milkweed. Thecaterpillarcaneat the-bad
tastingleavesput their predatorscan®tolerate the bad-tastingcatergllarsandleavethem alone.Perennial.
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Whorled Milkweed | Milkweed family

Asclepias subverticillata

Pollinator Bees, butterflies (Monarchs, Queens, Swallowtails, Fritillaries and others) flies, moths wasps
Host plant to Butterflies and moths

Size 2-0 RighxD 2 ARS

Blooms Umbels of small white flowers in summer

Water Very low

Exposure Sun

Areas All

WhorledMilkweed (socalledbecausehe longnarrow leavesare groupedin whorlsof three to five alongthe stem)

is not asshowyasthe other milkweedsdescribedhere, but it is a favorite nectarand forageplant of monarch
butterflies.

dMilkweed flowersare unique. The showy part of the flower is not the petals, but a crown of five nectar cups
perched atop each flower. In the center of this crown, pollen is packaged in pairs of waxy balls that are joinec
straps, in a saddlebag configuration. Wherirasect lands on the crown to drink from the nectar cups, it often los
its foothold on the slippery surface and a leg may slip into a tiny slit and hook onto a pair of pollen balls. Ther
having finished his meal, the visitor flies off with the polladdiebags attached. Strategically placed hooks on th
next milkweed flower it visits will snag the pair pollen balls and deposit them on the stign 5 2 R & 2 2007,/
p. 100). Perennial.
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Butterflyweed Milkweed family

Asclepiasubverticillata

Pollinator Bees putterflies (Monarchs Queens SwallowtailsFritillariesand others)flies, mothswasps,
hummingbirds

Host plantto Monarch and Queen butterflies and moths

Size 1-0 RighxD 2 ARS

Blooms Bright orange flowers in late spring to early fall
Water Medium to medium low

Exposure Sun to part shade

Areas All

Thisvibrantorangemilkweedis a favorite of butterflies and gardeners Butterflyweedhasdeepfleshyroots, which
allowthe plantsto competewith grassin ameadow. It toleratespoor, rockysoiland mayselfseed. The3-6¢ long
seedpodsare attractive in floral arrangements.All milkweedshostyellow aphids. Thesecanbe hosedoff or sprayed
with soapspray,but they areinevitable. TheaphidsR 2 ys€kinto harmthe plant, andthey are part of the food
chain.

Desert Marigold Aster family
Baileya multiradiata

Pollinator Bees, butterflies

Size Myé | A3IK E MHE 2ARS
Blooms Yellow flowers spring to fall

Water Very low

Exposure Full sun

Areas Heights, Valley, Wesllesa

The large flower heads of Desert Marigold arise from bunches of lacy whi
downyleavesMultiradiata> Y SF YAy 3 daYlyeé NI &axc¢
bright yellow ray petals crowded around the golden center. After seed set
persistent rays becomileached and papery. Desert Marigold reseeds reat
and, with supplemental water, will bloom in summer as well as spring and
Biennial.
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| NI 6S3Qa { dzy RNER Evening Primrose family

| Calylophus hartwegii Syn. Oenothera hartwegii var. fendleri
Pollinator Beetles and bee flies
Size MHE IMyZEK 2EA RS
Blooms Yellow flowers in spring and fall
Water Low
Exposure Full sun
Areas All

The bushy mounds of Sundroge covered with large crinkly flowers. The
pointed tips of the four petals form a square flower. Like most flowers in tt
Evening Primrose familthose ofSundropdade after one day and are
continually replaced. Newly opened flowers are yellow, while old flowers ¢
| orange, creating and interesting color effect. Sundrops grow best in well
drained soil. With intermittent watering, they will produce new blooms all
sunmer. Perennial.

Bee Plant Caper family

Cleome serrulata

Pollinator Bees

Host plantto For checkered white and western white butterflies
Size 0Q IAdK E HQ 2ARS

Blooms Pinkpurple flowersin summer

Water Low

Exposure Full sun

Areas All

Bee Plant has large round clusters of flowers at the end of each branch. L
stamens make the flowers look fluffy. Slender seedpods dangle below the
colorful balls of flowersSerrulataindicates the clovelike leaves have small
sawteeth. Bee Plant readily reseeds in a garden. Butterflies as well as be
¥ and humandove the showy flowersAnnual.
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Plains Coreopsis Aster family

Coreopsis tinctoria

Pollinator Bees, butterflies

Size 2-0 Righx 1218 2 ARS

Blooms Yellow flowers June to September

Water Low medium

Exposure Sun to part shade

Areas All

Longbloomingwith smoothpinnateleavesandbranchingwiry stems,Plains
Coreopsidearsa multitude of strikingdaisyflowers. Theyellowray petals
are paintedmaroonaroundthe reddishpurple center. PlainsCoreopsis
thrivesin poor soilandreseeddreely. Annual

| Purple Prairie Clover Pea family
and White Prairie Clover
Dalea purpurea Syn. Petalostemon purpureum
Dalea candida
Pollinator Bumblebees, honey bees, and polyester bees/plasterer be
9 Host plantto Southern Dogface butterfly
V4 Size HQ | A3K E HQ 2ARS
Blooms Purpleflowers in June and July
Water Low
® Exposure Sun to light shade

Areas All
Clustersof stemsare coveredby darkgreen,finely textured leavesand
terminate in compactcylindersof smallflowers. TheversatilePurplePrairie
Cloverblendswell in prairies,makesa statementin massplantingsand shows
off its fan shapewhen plantedin openspaces.Theroots fix nitrogen,
improvingthe soil. PurplePrairieCloverreseedsprolifically,alsoproviding
birdswith atreat. Perennial.
White PrairieClover Daleacandida is very similar,exceptthat the white,
sweetlyfragrantflowersbloom from Mayto September.White PrairieClover
is a specifichostfor the caterpillarsof DogfaceButterflies.
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Datura Potato family

Datura wrightii

Pollinator Hummingbird moth, hawkmoth

Size 31 Q | AnK 2EA RS

Blooms White flowers in summer and fall
B Water Low

Exposure Sun

Areas Heights, Valley, West Mesa

Glowing in moonlight, the sweet fragrance of nigitboming Datura, or
Moonflower, attracts hummingbird moths. Large white trumgsdtaped
flowers grace thdushy dark green plant. The fruit is a twawh spiny
ASSRLIR R 2INK §DK2NKS I NHS YIt2R2!
brittle bone-white twigs. All parts of Datura, also known as Jimsonweaesl
poisonous if eaten, makingrabbit-proof. Perennial

\ - Purple Aster
™\4 Dieteria canescens Machaeranthera canescens
— Pollinator ~ Bees, butterflies
Size 1-n Righx22Q 2 ARS
Blooms Purple flowers late summer and fall
Water Low
Exposure Sun
Areas All

PurpleAsteris ubiguitousin Albuquerque yolunteeringin yardsandvacant
lots alike. Whileit is a biennial,it reseedsreadily,sothat onceone hasit, one
alwayshasit. Thisasterwould suita casualgardeneror gracea meadow. Its
sizedependson the water it receivesput cutting it backonceor twice during
the growingseasorwill keepit more compact. Biennial.
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Showy Daisy Aster family

Erigeronformosissimus

Pollinator Bees, butterflies

Size H Highx6tol14 2 ARS
| Blooms Purple flowers in summer

Water Medium

Exposure Part shade

Areas East Mountains

Thisdelicateaster,or fleabane growsat the middle elevationsin the Rocky
Mountain. Theyellowcenteris surroundedby numerousnarrow ray petals,
whichappearevenlyclippedaroundthe edges. The roots spread
undergroundgivingriseto alargecolony of dbeautifuldaisiest Perennial

Buckwheatbrush Buckwheat family
Eriogonum corymbosum
Pollinator Bees
Size 2-0 Righxupto 4QWide
! Blooms Small white flowers July to October
' Water Very low
Exposure Sun
§ Areas West Mesa. Heights, East Mountains

While Buckwheatbrusts covered with mounds of small white (sometimes
yellow) flowers in summer, it is just as colorful in fall. The russet seeds cl
on the maroon branches, and the leaves turn red. This attractive little shr
will stand out in dry rocky areas.

Antelope Sage Buckwheat family
# Eriogonurrjamesii
| Pollinator Butterflies, native bees
Size 4-v HHighx2 2 ARS
Blooms Cream to pink, July through September
Water Low
Exposure Sun

Areas All

. Antelope Sage, or James Buckwheat, forms low mats in rocky soil.oye 1
clusters of smalflowers rise abovéairy leaves on mostly bare stalks. The

undersides of the leaves are white with dense hairs, and the petals are al:
hairy. Bees make particulg fine honey from buckwheat flowers. Perennia
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2 NAIKGQa . dzO1 6 KS Buckwheat family

Eriogonum wrightii

& 1 Pollinator wSEF{ANIQa yR waAadGl . fdzS od:
MW Host plantto Various Blues, Hairstreaks and Metalmark butterfly
: caterpillars
=4 Size mMmyé | AIK E HQ 2ARS
15 Blooms Pinkwhite flowers in summer through faliyrning orange
. 7, Water Low
Exposure Sun
Areas Heights

W This attractive seraevergreen small shrub is perfect for tight spaces and c:
A '. be used to extend the blooming season in the garden. Native of foothill ar
A08s! TN2 Y | f 0 dzlj dzS NJj dzS BécRwiehtiscabuNdark in gravidie 3 F
| 2dzi ONRLIJA® ! NBfFGSR aLSOASa Kl
' BuckwheatEriogonum jamesii® Ly &adzYYSNE WI YSaQ
to white pompom flower clusters floating it air above a low mound of
gray basal leaves. The tiny flowers dry and turn orange in late August. Bo
species require wellirained soil and are perennial.

Western Wallflower Mustard family
Erysimum capitatum
Pollinator Bees, beetles, flies, Painted Lady butterfly
Size HQ | A3K E HQ 2ARS
# Blooms Yellow flowers April to September
3 " Water Medium
= \ &t Exposure Full sun to part shade
4 Areas East Mountain, Heights
bri g R @S Bright color isadded to the garden with these large round balls of yellow
"% flowers. Western Wallflowers are typical mustard family flowers with four

from the stem, below the flower clusters. Lineaptbed leaves form a basal
3 rosette and extend up along the erect stems. The fragrant flowers attract
W butterflies. At high altitudes, Western Wallflowers can be coppmpred
rather than yellow. Biennial.
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Purple Geranium Geranium family

‘| Geranium caespitosum

Pollinator Bees, bumblebees
Size HQ |HAK2 ERS
Blooms Purple flowers in summer
| Water Medium
254 Exposure Shade
Areas East Mountain

Halfinch-wide saucetlike flowers are scattered around on these sprawling
geraniums. The five petals are streaked with dark purple lines. Purple
Geraniumd NB | f a2 OFffSR a4/ NIySaoattfx
capsules with pointed tips. The maglke leaves turn red in the fall. Plant
Purple Geranium in moist but walrained soil. Perennial.

™ Fernleaf Verbena Verbena family

| Glandularia bipinnatifida

| Pollinator Various butterflies, bees and wasps

& | Host plantto Theona checkerspot butterfly
| Size MQ | AJK E HQ 2ARS

2| Blooms Purple flowers throughout the growing season
| Water Very low

y Exposure Full sun
| Areas All

Profuse clusters of verbena flowers make a brilliant disgyinnatifida,
YSIFEYAYy3 aoAGK TSI GKSNE -keéplad Flaves F
appear in April and periodically during summer in response to rain or {wici
i monthly watering. The shottved Fernleaf Verbena reseeds well. The Spar
name for this plantMoradilla, Y S ya af AGGf S LIzNLI S
drained soil. Perennial
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Native Sunflower Aster family

Helianthusannuus
Pollinator Bees, wasps, flies, Checkerspot Butterflies, pedlating beetles
Host plant to Bordered Patch butterfly

Size Upto Highx® 2 ARS

Blooms Yellow flowers late June through September
Water Low to Medium Low

Exposure Sun

Areas All

This multifliowered sunflower is the wild ancestor to our modern cultivated sunflowers. The flowers are smalle
3-5¢ ¢, buRtBey are numerous. The large rough leaves are kstmped or lance shaped. The p@rgize will

vary greatly depending on how much water it gets. Finches and other birds seek out the seeds, but the seedl
RNR L) Sy2dzak aSSRa (2 3INRg ySEG ALINAYIEAQ &dzy Tt 26S|

Bush Morning Glory Morning Glory family
Ipomoea leptophylla

Pollinator Bees

Size 0Q I A3IK E nQ 2ARS
Blooms Magenta flowers in May through August
Water Low

Exposure Sun

Areas Heights, Valley, West Mesa

Bush Morning Glory flowers are redder than the cultured variety and have
dark centers. These flowers open in the morning and close by noon.
Leptophyll YSIFyAy3a aégAiGK yIFINNRg €SI @S
Morning Glory dies back in winter aetherges late in spring. While flowerin
the plant needs deep monthly watering. Perennial.
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- Scarlet Gilia Phlox family

%y |pomopsis aggregata
‘4l Pollinator Hummingbirds

HQ | A3K E mMQ 2ARS
= | Blooms Red flowers in summer
=% Water Medium

Exposure Full sun

Areas All

Bright red trumpetshaped flowers dangle along the length of the tall stems
Scarlet Gilia. The pointed petals of the dike flowers are spotted with
yellow. A rosette of grayish fetlike leaves develops in the first year and the
flower stalk risestie second year. This stunning plant attracts hummingbir
Scarlet Gilia reseeds readily. Biennial

Rocky Mountain Iris Iris family

Iris missouriensis

Pollinator Bumblebees follovdark blue guide lines to nectar
Size HQ | A3dK E mMyé 2ARS

ey Blooms Blue flowers in spring

Water Medium

¢4 Exposure Part shade

| Areas East Mountain

B Like the cultivated varieties, this lightue to purple iris has three erect
standard petals and thregpreading yellowstriped sepals. Dense clumps of
swordshaped leaves spread in a fike arrangement similar to those of
garden irises. The Rocky Mountain Iris, however, is smaller and more deli
Perennial.
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. Gayfeather Aster family

Liatris punctata

& Pollinator Shorttongued bees

S WA Ssize Myé | A3IK E myé 2ARS

Blooms Purple flowers in September

i Water Low

Exposure Sun

Areas All

DI @FSIGKSNRa FEt26SNAYy3I aSlazy Aa
leaves, spikes of purple flowers burst into bloom. After growing a few yeal
Gayfeathemill give a truly impressive flower display. Birds flock to the fluf
seeds after flowering. Plant in walrained soil. The huge taproot is difficult 1
@ transplant once established. Monthly deep watering encourages more
flowers. Gayfeather is a lodgging cut flower and, when dried, stays purple
for several months. Perennial.

Blue Flax Flax family
Linum lewisii

Pollinator Flies, bees, Variegated Fritillary Butterflies
Host plant to Variegated Fritillary butterfly

Size H nHigh and Wide

Blooms Sky blue flowers in spring

Water Medium low

Exposure Part shade

Areas All

Stiff erect stems are covered by fine narrow leaves. The whole plant take
a graceful vase shape withe blue blossoms at the top. The flowers last or
one day, but another set opens the next day. As a mountain meadow pla
Blue Flax does best with some shade and extra water in the lower elevati
Perennial
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