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People and Native Plants: A Journey Through Time
2021 NPSNM STATE CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM

Please send a separate form for each attendee OR register individually and pay online at www.npsnm.org

Name NPSNM Chapter

Address City State Zip

E-mail Address Home Phone  Mobile Phone

Included in conference fee for in-person participants: Snacks during conference breaks, Friday & Saturday lunches, Friday 
evening reception (appetizers & drinks).

Meals will include meat and vegetarian choices.

The Saturday evening banquet includes two drinks and is an additional $30.  
Please list any special dietary needs _________________________________________________________

Field Trip/Workshop Preferences (Please register early; space is limited.) 
Use numbers/letters listed for field trips/workshops:

Saturday 8/21 8:00 am–noon 1st Choice   2nd Choice   3rd Choice 

Sunday 8/22 starts 8 am 1st Choice   2nd Choice   3rd Choice 

Registration Date NPSNM Member Non-Member
On or Before July 26 $100 $130
*After July 26 $115 $145
Saturday banquet including 2 drinks $30 $30                         TOTAL DUE $ 
* Registrations received after August 13 will not include meals

Please check one:    _____  Total enclosed
        _____   Paid in 2020

Plan to attend the conference:  _____ In person     _____ Virtually     _____ Undecided

Any questions, contact Jennifer Gruger 505-710-2924 or npsnmotero [at] gmail.com 
Send form(s) with check (payable to  NPSNM/Otero Chapter) to: 

Jen Gruger  
712 2nd Street   

Tularosa, NM 88352

If the history of the people and plants of Otero county have taught us anything, it’s resilience and adaptability: from the tradition-
ally nomadic Mescalero Apaches adapting to the harsh winters of the Sacramento Mountains to Skunkbush Sumac taking root 
despite the harsh winds on the dunes of White Sands. This image is fitting, too, for 2020, as we all learned to adapt to a global pan-
demic. I spoke with Jen Gruger of the Otero County chapter of NPSNM about the trials, tribulations, and silver linings of planning 
and “re-planning” the annual conference in the midst of the Covid-19 crisis.

With the theme, A Journey Through Time in Otero County, Jen reinforces that the relationship between people and plants 
isn’t just about our benefits or our ability to learn from their teachings, but about the cost to the plants of our habitat-destructive 
behavior. “Our relationship to the land is so important. We have a lot of work to do because of all the damage done,” says Jen. 

Aldo Leopold has been referenced in previous announcements about the annual conference, and for good reason. His writings 
on plants, although mostly originating during the 1940s, are just as relevant today. They touch on this central idea of our human 
impact on plants. To emphasize our relationship to land, the conference agenda traces the plant-human interactions in Otero 
County over several millenia.

The Making of a Conference: Take Two
by Hannah Eisenberg, Santa Fe Chapter


