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Native Plant Society

March 5, 2025
Dear Senator Heinrich and Senator Lujan:

The New Mexico Native Plant Society urges you to vote against the “Fix our Forests”
Act, H.R. 471. Although this Act says it supports forest management and reduces
wildfire risk, in fact it opens forests to clearcutting and removes environmental
protections for endangered species. Reducing wildfire risk to communities does not have
to come at the expense of losing our forests and their threatened and endangered species.

As written, the bill removes science from land management decisions, substantially
weakening the Endangered Species Act, National Environmental Policy Act, and
National Historic Preservation Act. It favors the short-term interests of extractive
industries over the long-term restoration of forest resiliency.

Among the most concerning provisions of this bill, it would:

« Provide unprecedented 10,000-acre categorical exclusions from NEPA and the
National Historic Preservation Act.

o Under emergency authority, it would allow forests to be logged before
considering the science and impacts on wildlife. The definitions in the legislation
are so vague that covered projects are not required to be for the purpose of fire
risk mitigation.

« Provide no standards to protect old growth forests or long-term health and
resilience.

« Inappropriately interfere with the power of federal courts to review projects,
limiting litigants from seeking justice in court, and preventing courts from
ordering the review required by law unless the proponents entirely failed to
prepare an environmental document.

« Lead to increased logging and related road-building and an increase in road
density when roads are linked to human-caused fires, fragment forest habitat, and
are sources of chronic sediment that impairs water quality in rivers and streams.

e Section 122 of the bill exempts the Forest Service and Bureau of Land
Management from regulatory requirements of the ESA to reinitiate consultation



when new information indicates that implementation of land management plans
may harm threatened or endangered species in a manner that was not previously
anticipated.

o The Act incorrectly deems livestock grazing as a type of “vegetation
management,” despite clear science that demonstrates that livestock grazing is a
key vector for spreading invasive weeds, particularly cheatgrass (Bromus
tectorum), which tend to exacerbate, rather than reduce, the likelihood of wildfire.

The Native Plant Society of New Mexico recognizes and supports the great need to
reduce wildfire risk to communities and to support projects that increase the resiliency of
forests, but unfortunately this bill would likely lead to a disregard of threatened and
endangered species and for the best science available on managing the long-term health
of forests.

There are many ways of reducing wildfire risk without upending our system of careful
environmental review and judicial recourse that have protected public lands across New
Mexico and throughout the West—including carefully planned and executed prescribed
burns, agency practices and guidance to reduce the spread of invasive weeds that provide
fine fuels for fires (including restrictions on livestock grazing to reduce that activity’s
contribution to the spread of noxious weeds), and government encouragement and, if
appropriate, subsidy of home and community hardening efforts (including installation of
screened vents, non-flammable roofs, removal of flammable vegetation from the
immediate home footprint, community-level removal of vegetation pathways for wildfire
spread).

Please vote “no” on this bill and work to develop new legislation that will reduce wildfire
risk without causing greater damage to our public lands and thwarting public efforts to
ensure that wildfire mitigation complies with our important environmental laws.

Sincerely,

Sylvan Kaufman
Conservation Chair



