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March 11, 2025

Secretary Doug Burgum
Department of the Interior
1849 C St. NW Washington, DC 20240

Re: Review of National Monuments and Land Withdrawals Under Secretarial Order 3418
(Feb. 3, 2025)

Secretary Burgum:

The Native Plant Society of New Mexico writes to state its strong support for New
Mexico’s National Monuments, in particular, Rio Grande del Norte and Organ
Mountains-Desert Peaks, which may currently be under review in accordance with
Secretarial Order 3418(4)(c). These spectacular natural areas support vital cultural
resources and habitat for native plants and animals. The New Mexico national
monuments established under the Antiquities Act were proclaimed by both Republican
and Democratic Presidents, who acted to carefully protect the landmarks, structures, and
objects of historic and scientific interest within the designated areas. There is no
Justification for reducing the size of, or eliminating, these protected areas.

The New Mexico Native Plant Society (NPSNM) was founded in 1976. NPSNM strives
to educate the public about native plants by promoting knowledge of plant identification,
ecology, and uses; foster plant conservation and the preservation of natural habitats;
support botanical research; and encourage the appropriate use of native plants to conserve
water, land, and wildlife.

Rio Grande del Norte National Monument has two BLM sensitive plant species, Taos
spring parsley (Cymopterus spellenbergii) and Ripley’s milkvetch

(Astragalus ripleyi) as well as over a hundred species of native bees important for
pollination. It is also an area that supports monarch butterflies. The area provides critical
winter habitat for big game as well as many other animal species. And of course it has
riparian habitat along the Rio Grande, one of New Mexico’s most important waterways.

Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument has more than 900 plant species,
including threatened and endangered species, several endemic species, and four species
described in the last decade. Plant communities provide important habitat for wildlife in
the area, including grassland birds, nesting sites for diverse bird species in arroyos,
grazing for bighorn sheep, javelinas, and the Organ Mountains Colorado chipmunk.




Bandelier National Monument’s wonderful landscape of mesas and canyons are
populated by more than 700 species of plants. This area has been an important site for
understanding changes in plant communities as collections date back to the 1930s. The
monument is home for three endangered animal species whose habitats require native
plants.

Approximately 336,000 acres were withdrawn in 2023 from mineral location and leasing
for 20-years as a buffer around Chaco Culture National Historic Park. The buffer area
does not have much overlap with Important Plant Areas (IPAs) identified in the NM Rare
Plant Conservation Strategy, but it is located to provide connectivity between the Bisti
Oil Field, Nageezi Badlands, Borrego Pass, and Fallen Timber Ridge IPAs. Conserved or
improved habitat will benefit rare plant species by allowing for reproductive connectivity
and better resilience to climate change. Oil and gas drilling is known to produce adverse
impacts on vegetation through generation of dust, direct habitat removal, weed
introduction, and increases in atmospheric ozone concentration and nitrogen deposition.

These National Monuments and the others in New Mexico are of immense cultural and
ecological significance to the residents of New Mexico and beyond. Please let us
proceed with stewarding these monuments and withdrawn lands as the special places they
are rather than removing or revising their status or size.

Sincerely,
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Conservation Chair




