New Mexico’s varied geography supports amazing plant diversity, including more than 200
threatened and endangered species, sixteen of which are federally listed under the Endangered
Species Act (ESA). New plant species continue to be discovered in New Mexico.

The Native Plant Society of New Mexico (NPSNM) acts as a voice for native plants, encouraging
their recognition, protection and appropriate uses. Our members support conservation through
research and education projects. NPSNM applauds the recent passing of SB5 to update the
State Wildlife Commission and Department of Wildlife. However, our continued vigilance is
needed because our native plants face new threats.

Drastic budget cuts to agencies that manage federal public lands in NM increase the threat of
deregulated natural resource extraction. The NM State Botany Program, which monitors the
state’s endangered plant populations, risks losing federal funding. Budget cuts to the National
Center for Genetic Resources Preservation threaten their efforts to protect and provide seeds of
traditional crops and native plants. Astonishingly the US Fish and Wildlife Service is proposing to
rescind the definition of "harm" from the ESA, removing the protection of endangered species
from habitat disturbance. The Public Lands rule may also be rescinded. NPSNM strongly
opposes these changes and funding cuts.

Plants have supported human life for as long as we have been on the planet. The NPSNM urges
commitment to preserve and protect these vital resources.
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