April is National Native Plant Month, also recognized as New Mexico Native Plant Month.
Currant bushes, buffaloberry, willows and New Mexico olives have been flowering, attracting
early pollinators. Grasses are coming back to life, their dense roots preventing the soil from
blowing away in the wind. Wildlife graze on tender shoots, and migrating and nesting birds feast
on the protein-rich caterpillars these native plants support.

New Mexico’s varied geography supports amazing plant diversity, including over 100 species of
plants that occur only in New Mexico and more than 200 rare and endangered plant species.
Sixteen of these species are federally listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The Native
Plant Society of New Mexico (NPSNM) strives to act as a voice for native plants, encouraging
their recognition, protection and appropriate uses. This year, our native plants face new threats
from the federal government.

First, the US Fish and Wildlife Service is proposing to rescind the definition of "harm" from the
ESA, removing protection endangered species have from habitat disturbance. NPSNM will be
submitting comments strongly opposing this change.

Another threat to native plants is the proposed federal budget cuts to staff and funding of the
National Center for Genetic Resources Preservation in Ft. Collins, CO, a program within the US
Department of Agriculture. This center stores seeds of traditional crop plants from NM as well
as seeds of native plants, ensuring their availability for restoration projects including those after
wildfires. Dismantling the ark that provides a safety net for the genetic diversity of crops and
native plants is short-sighted and life-threatening.

Approximately 35% of New Mexico’s lands are managed by the federal government. These vast
properties are home to a rich diversity of native plants. NPSNM is deeply concerned about the
rescinding of the Public Lands rule, cuts to the staff that manage and monitor these properties,
and the increased threat of deregulated natural resource extraction projects on federal lands.

This is occurring at a time when support for native plant protection in NM is growing. NPSNM
members help to support many great botanical conservation, research and education projects.
We also support herbaria around the state, those treasure troves of historical and present-day
information on plant life. Botanists continue to discover new plant species in New Mexico, and
to learn how to better protect plants. For example, volunteers and staff from the State Botany
Program are already in the field this spring monitoring some of the state’s endangered plant
populations. This program was able to add one new staff member this year, although two of the
three positions are largely federally funded and may be at risk. Three organizations in New
Mexico are part of the Center for Plant Conservation’s nationwide efforts to conserve rare
plants — the Albuquerque BioPark, Santa Fe Botanical Garden, and Institute for Applied Ecology.



NPSNM applauds the passing of SB5 to update the State Wildlife Commission and Department
of Wildlife. Plants are at the base of the food chain, supporting wildlife species, and the
updates will allow for better habitat management for all wildlife.

Many native plants show great resilience in the face of drought, pestilence, and habitat loss, but
they need our support in a world increasingly dominated by human activities and interests.
Plants have sustained human life for as long as we have been on the planet, and now it's our
turn to think about how our actions impact the plant diversity around us.

Tagline: Sylvan Kaufman is the Conservation Chair for the Native Plant Society of New Mexico.



