
Native Plant Society of New Mexico

P O. Box3与388

AIbuquerque, NM 87176-5388

∪.S. Department ofthe lnterioI Director (630)

Bureau of Land Management

1849 C St. NW Room 5646, Washington, DC 20240

Attention: 1004-AFO3.

RE: 89職40308 Rescinding the Conservation andしandscape Hea看th RuIe

November 8, 2025

Dear Secretary Burgum:

The Native Plant Society of New Mexico (NPSNM) respectfuIiy submits these comments into the

public record, St「Ongly disagreeing with the Bureau of Land Management proposaI to rescind

the Conserva寄On and Landscape HeaIth Rule (Public Lands Ruie) (89 FR40308〉・ 2025-17537 (90

FR 43990) 9/11/202与.

The NPSNM strives to educate the pubIic about native plants by p「omoting knowIedge of pIant

ident清cation, eCOIogy, and uses直Stering pIant conservation and the preservation of naturai

habitats; SuPPOrting botanical research; and encouragingthe appropriate use of native pIants to

conserve wate引and, and wiidiife. Our members have been active with landscape resto「ation

and conserving federa=ythreatened and endangered pIant species in the state of New Mexico,

includingon BLM lands.

BLM lands in New Mexico are hometo51 speciesofpiants listed asSens砧ve bvthe BしM and a=

butthree ofthese are =sted as rare in the state, With 17 ofthe species =sted as endangered by

the state ofNew Mexico. Additiona=Y, With morethan 13 m冊on acres ofBLM land in the state,

it ofcourse provides habitat forthousands of other native plant species. These plants′ in tum,

supportthe state’s w冊Iife, graZing animaIs, and ecosystem services such as cIean a亘Clean

Water, and healthy so=s.

The recission ofthe 2024 Conservation and Landscape Heaith Rule wouid be detrimental to the

BLM’s goaIs ofsustained use of lands for current and future generations and overIooks

important uses such as maintaining cIean water, maintaining healthy fish and wild=fe habitat as

we= as healthy rangelands, COnSerVation of rare species, and providing quality outdoor

recreation experiences.

Restoring streams and wetiands and reducing habitat fragmentation through conserving intact

landscapes and restoring disturbed Iandscapes benefits plants, animaIs, and makes water

resources available to future gene融ions. As an exampIe, the Pecos River watershed could



benefit from restoration, Offse蘭ng impacts from oii and gas extraction・ Restoring grazing

a=otments and timing g「azing to favor native plants reduces invasion by non-native grasses that

increase fire risk and reduce the quaiity ofgrazing iands.

BLM lands across the United States provide more than 80 m冊on visitors opportu輔es for

recreation each year (BLM Restoration BIueprint)・ There are more than a dozen BLM lands in

New Mexico with more than 5000 acres that provide important wiIdemess recreationai

opportu両es (New Mexico W冊i=VentOry) in ad舶on to areas like Caja Dei Rio nearSanta Fe;

San Lorenzo Canyon south ofAIbuquerque; Quebradas Mountains in Socorro仁he FIorida

Mountains near Deming; and Montezuma Crest near PIacitas. These recreationaI opportunities

are enhanced when visitors can experience heaIthy, reStOred landscapes・

The PubIic Lands RuIe received overwheIming support in pubIic comments in 2023 (92% in favor

ofthe ruie accordingto the Centerfor Westem Prio油es). Public lands are extreme事mportant

he「e in New Mexico and this ruIe strengthened the long-term Viab冊y of BLM’s public lands.

The Pu輔c Lands Rule app"es a balanced, long-term PerSPeCtive by consideringthe needs of

both human and plant and wiIdIife populations. The rule modemizes and streamIines the BLM’s

management framework by, for exampIe, eXPandingthe use of Iand health assessments and

establishing an adaptive managementframework in which land managers periodica=y assess

resource cond砧ons and iden苗y corrective actions when land health is failing. 1t includes

lndigenous Knowledge in decision-making and protects cu!turaI resources. This isjust good

management, nOt reStrictions on extractive uses・

Sincerely

D購 van Kaufman

了三_-三-

Conservation Chair

Native Plant Society of New Mexico


