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U.S. Department of the Interior, Director (630)

Bureau of Land Management
1849 C St. NW, Room 5646, Washington, DC 20240
Attention: 1004-AF03.

RE: 89 FR 40308 Rescinding the Conservation and Landscape Health Rule

November 8, 2025
Dear Secretary Burgum:

The Native Plant Society of New Mexico (NPSNM) respectfully submits these comments into the
public record, strongly disagreeing with the Bureau of Land Management proposal to rescind
the Conservation and Landscape Health Rule (Public Lands Rule) (89 FR 40308). 2025-17537 (90
FR 43990) 9/11/2025.

The NPSNM strives to educate the public about native plants by promoting knowledge of plant
identification, ecology, and uses; fostering plant conservation and the preservation of natural
habitats; supporting botanical research; and encouraging the appropriate use of native plants to
conserve water, land, and wildlife. Our members have been active with landscape restoration
and conserving federally threatened and endangered plant species in the state of New Mexico,
including on BLM lands.

BLM lands in New Mexico are home to 51 species of plants listed as Sensitive by the BLM and all
but three of these are listed as rare in the state, with 17 of the species listed as endangered by
the state of New Mexico. Additionally, with more than 13 million acres of BLM land in the state,
it of course provides habitat for thousands of other native plant species. These plants, in turn,
support the state’s wildlife, grazing animals, and ecosystem services such as clean air, clean
water, and healthy soils.

The recission of the 2024 Conservation and Landscape Health Rule would be detrimental to the
BLM'’s goals of sustained use of lands for current and future generations and overlooks
important uses such as maintaining clean water, maintaining healthy fish and wildlife habitat as
well as healthy rangelands, conservation of rare species, and providing quality outdoor
recreation experiences.

Restoring streams and wetlands and reducing habitat fragmentation through conserving intact
landscapes and restoring disturbed landscapes benefits plants, animals, and makes water
resources available to future generations. As an example, the Pecos River watershed could



benefit from restoration, offsetting impacts from oil and gas extraction. Restoring grazing
allotments and timing grazing to favor native plants reduces invasion by non-native grasses that
increase fire risk and reduce the quality of grazing lands.

BLM lands across the United States provide more than 80 million visitors opportunities for
recreation each year (BLM Restoration Blueprint). There are more than a dozen BLM lands in
New Mexico with more than 5000 acres that provide important wilderness recreational
opportunities (New Mexico Wild inventory) in addition to areas like Caja Del Rio near Santa Fe;
San Lorenzo Canyon south of Albuquerque; Quebradas Mountains in Socorro; the Florida
Mountains near Deming; and Montezuma Crest near Placitas. These recreational opportunities
are enhanced when visitors can experience healthy, restored landscapes.

The Public Lands Rule received overwhelming support in public comments in 2023 (92% in favor
of the rule according to the Center for Western Priorities). Public lands are extremely important
here in New Mexico and this rule strengthened the long-term viability of BLM’s public lands.

The Public Lands Rule applies a balanced, long-term perspective by considering the needs of
both human and plant and wildlife populations. The rule modernizes and streamlines the BLM’s
management framework by, for example, expanding the use of land health assessments and
establishing an adaptive management framework in which land managers periodically assess
resource conditions and identify corrective actions when land health is failing. It includes
Indigenous Knowledge in decision-making and protects cultural resources. This is just good

management, not restrictions on extractive uses.

Sincerely,

=

Dr.
Conservation Chair
Native Plant Society of New Mexico

van Kaufman



