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Annual Report 2025

Part I. Board of Directors

President: Donna Stevens

Vice President: Cara Staab

Treasurer: Naava Koenigsberg

Secretary: Betty Spence

Past President: Margie Gibson

At Large Board Members: Marty Eberhardt, Elroy Limmer, and David Phillips

Beginning in January, the Board of Directors met eight times in person (with some Zoom
participation). There were no meetings in February, May, October, or December. Between
meetings, chapter business was conducted by email.

Committee Chairs and Core Volunteers
Agave Planting: Don Graves Member Communications: Betty Spence

Book Sales: Rick Lass NPSNM State Board Representative: Dinah

Demers, followed by Dave Phillips
Bulletin: Betsy Kaido, Donna Stevens

Plant Sale: Don Graves
Field Trips: Andrew Tree, Don Graves

Programs: Don Graves, Cara Staab
Education Committee: Steve Blake

Publicity Coordinator: Betty Spence
Conservation Committee: David Becker,

Phil Hastings Silva Creek Botanical Garden Management

Team: Margie Gibson
Kiosk: Margie Gibson

. Silva Creek Botanical Garden Steering
Membership: Ann Butler Committee: Marty Eberhardt



The Conference Planning Committee for the 2026 conference met several times. The
conference, which marks the 50 anniversary of NPSNM, is planned for September 11-13 with
the theme “Roots of Resilience: Native Plants in the Next 50 Years.” We have reserved space at
the Grant County Veterans Memorial Business and Conference Center and have confirmed
several speakers, receptions, and workshop and field trip leaders.

Part I1. Evening Programs

Most programs were held in person at Harlan Hall on the WNMU campus at 7:00 p.m. on the
third Friday of the month. All programs were also on Zoom, and most were recorded and posted
on our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWbwzLgBuQ1el1Q4sjsn8ZXw/playlists

January 17, “NMDOT Vegetation Management and our Gila Highways: Working on a plan to
improve what’s being done” Bill Hutchinson, NMDOT Roadside and Community Design
Manager Andrew Alderete, NMDOT Integrated Vegetation Management

February 21, “Native Landscaping Is Not a Crime” Val Weston and J Courtney Brandon, Silver
City Homeowners and GNPS Members

March 21, “The Night Shift: Moths as Nocturnal Pollinators” Kaitlin Hasse, Xerces Society for
Invertebrate Conservation, Southwest Pollinator Conservation Specialist

September 19, “Pollination, fermentation, and distillation: The biocultural coevolution of
mezcales, bats, and humans" Dr. Carlos Martinez del Rio. This presentation was originally
scheduled for April 18, but a cyber-attack at WNMU forced its rescheduling to the Hearth.

October 17, “Research on Penstemon metcalfei (Metcalfe's Penstemon)” Eduardo Saldana

November 21, "What's New in New Mexico." New state plant records, by Russ Kleinman

Part I11. Elections

In 2025, for the first time, we held elections electronically. The following new at-large board
members were elected for two-year terms beginning January 1, 2026: Carol Martin, Ceci
McNicoll, and Sheila Williams. In addition, three incumbents, Marty Eberhardt, Elroy Limmer,
and Dave Phillips, were re-elected. At the same time, we also voted to amend our bylaws to
reflect that elections will be held electronically.

Part IV. Field Trips

2025 was not a stellar year for field trips, due to very dry conditions and, therefore, a scarcity of
native plants. Most of our field trips limited the number of participants and filled up very
quickly.


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWbwzLgBuQ1e1Q4sjsn8ZXw/playlists

January 24, “Granite Gap” led by Andrew Tree

February 15, "An Introduction to the Trees, Shrubs and Succulents of Boston Hill" led by
Andrew Tree

The home landscaping tours originally scheduled for May 17 and June 7 were postponed until
after the monsoons kick in, and then cancelled altogether because of the lack of precipitation.

May 31, “Spring in the Gila” led by Andrew Tree

Unfortunately for the Gila chapter, field trip leader extraordinaire Andrew Tree moved back to
England in summer 2025. We are working on 2026 field trip leader recruitment.

Part V. Other GNPS Events and Activities
On April 19, we had an informational table at the annual Continental Divide Trail Days.

We participated in Give Grandly, a fundraising event for local non-profits, and had a booth for
the in-person event on May 3 at the Maker’s Market.

Our annual picnic in conjunction with Bird Alliance of Southwest New Mexico (formerly
Audubon) was held at the Gomez Peak Pavilion on May 19 and was well attended, despite the
windy, miserable weather.

GNPS had a table at the annual Hummingbird Festival, July 26-27, featuring information and
hands-on activities about the importance of native plants to hummingbirds.

On August 1, we sponsored a presentation by Tucson botanist Jack Dash, featuring photos and
information from his newly published book The Southwest Native Plant Primer.

GNPS hosted a successful workshop titled “New Mexico's Native Bees: Exploring Ecosystem
Services, Ecology and Identification,” taught by Olivia Messenger Carril. Attendees came from
all over the state.

We held another very successful Native Plant Sale on August 16.

Our annual Holiday Party at the Hearth (a community gathering space) on December 7 had about
40 attendees, including some new members.

Part VI. Silva Creek Botanical Garden (SCBG)

2025 was an important year for the Silva Creek Botanical Gardens, involving many, many
volunteer hours for new improvements and maintenance. We finished the improvements for



Phase One of our Master Plan, including a new front entrance, interpretive signage for the
Habitat Thicket, a wall around the iconic tank, and tiled murals interpreting our three themes of
the relationships between native plants and the people, wildlife, and climate of the region. We
revised the Chihuahuan Desert Garden and started work on a new Front Yard Garden. To
celebrate our accomplishments, we held a family-friendly event on October 12, and were pleased
that about 75 people came, despite the fact that there were hurricane-generated rains just before
and after our activities.

Part VII: Financial Statement
Our financial report will be submitted by Naava Koenigsberg, Treasurer.

Donna Stevens, President of the Gila Native Plant Society, respectfully submit this annual report.



