Roadless Area Conservation Rule letter of support

Dear Governor Lujan Grisham,

We, the undersigned New Mexico non-profit organizations, stand together in opposition to

Secretary Rollins’ proposal to rescind the Roadless Area Conservation Rule. We respectfully
request that you stand with us and speak out publicly against this proposed rollback and in

support of New Mexico’s wild forests.

The plan to rescind this rule jeopardizes nearly 1.6 million acres of undeveloped, wild forests on

the national forests in New Mexico.

Wild forests in New Mexico protected by the Roadless Area Conservation Rule provide the

following benefits to New Mexicans:

Habitat for Imperiled Species: These lands provide important habitat for many of our
nation’s most vulnerable species. In the national forests of New Mexico and Arizona,
57% of threatened, endangered and proposed species can be found within or affected
by roadless areas. A few imperiled species that rely on these lands are Mexican spotted
owls, Gila trout, Mexican gray wolves, and Grace’s warblers.

Migration Corridors and Game Habitat: Roadless areas offer some of the best hunting
experiences thanks to the undisturbed habitats they support. The undeveloped nature
of roadless areas also ensures that habitat connectivity vital to the wellbeing and
survival of many species remains intact.

Clean Drinking Water: Roads are a significant source of water pollution in our forests
and as such, roadless forests protect our headwater watersheds, maintaining clean
drinking water for communities across the state. For example, roadless areas protect the
headwaters of the Pecos, Rio Grande, and Gila Rivers and more than 108,000 acres of
roadless forests surround the Pecos Wilderness in watersheds that provide 40% of Santa
Fe’s drinking water.

Subsistence and Cultural Values: Roadless areas and the culturally important sites they
safeguard are critical to food security and cultural activities for many indigenous groups
and other traditional communities, including hunting, gathering, fishing, ceremonial
uses, and sustaining traditional acequias.

Outdoor Recreation: Roadless areas offer abundant outdoor recreation opportunities
such as hunting, fishing, hiking, biking, camping and other activities. Across the country,
roadless areas protect 11,337 climbing routes and boulder problems, more than 1,000
whitewater paddling runs, 43,826 miles of trail, and 20,298 mountain biking trails. More
than 420 miles of the Continental Divide Trail run through Inventoried Roadless Areas,



including 40 miles in New Mexico. Roadless areas protect some of New Mexico’s most
beloved recreation destinations, such as the Windsor Trail on the Santa Fe National
Forest.

Climate mitigation: Roadless areas are crucial for absorbing and storing carbon,
mitigating the effects of climate change. This is especially true for roadless areas with
significant stands of mature and old-growth trees like the mixed conifer forests of the
Gila Wilderness.

Rescinding the Roadless Area Conservation Rule would undermine all of the benefits listed

above as well as endanger communities and put a financial burden on New Mexican

communities and taxpayers:

Increased risk of wildfires: The construction of new roads only leads to more wildfires.
New research by the Wilderness Society that analyzed data from 1992-2024 has
concluded that wildfires were four times as likely to start in areas with roads than in
roadless forest tracts. Another study showed that increased wildfires follow road
networks and that human ignitions account for more than 84% of all wildfires. New
Mexico is very vulnerable to wildfires as evidenced by numerous recent fires. We do not
need more roads in our forests nor the associated increased risk of more human-caused
fire starts.

Water Quality Degradation: Roadbuilding and the harmful activities that come with it
like logging and mining can have devastating effects on drinking water quality and fish
habitat. Roads are susceptible to erosion, delivering sediment to streams and reducing
water quality. With so many challenges to water resources in our state, there is no
capacity for the increased sedimentation and pollutants that accompany roads. It will fall
upon communities to clean up polluted water for their water supply.

Loss of Access to Public Lands: The financial burden of building new roads in national
forests falls onto the taxpayer. The Forest Service already has a 368,000-mile road

system that isn’t properly maintained, resulting in a maintenance backlog worth billions

of dollars in needed repairs. The building of more roads crisscrossing our national forests
would once again fall on the taxpayer to foot the bill and/or result in a functional loss of

access due to fewer dollars to maintain a growing road network.

New Mexicans and all Americans have the right to enjoy the benefits of the 1.6 million acres of

roadless and wild backcountry lands in New Mexico and tens of millions of acres more across
the country. Indeed, these benefits and the protection against harms that roadless areas
provide are integral to the wellbeing of our communities statewide.

We ask you to lead the way by speaking up for our roadless forests.


https://www.wilderness.org/sites/default/files/media/file/Summary%20NFS%20roads%20fire%20paper%20-%202025.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1617394114
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/fs-fy26-congressional-budget-justification.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/fs-fy26-congressional-budget-justification.pdf

Sincerely,

Environment New Mexico Research and Policy Center
New Mexico Wild

WildEarth Guardians

The Wilderness Society

Defenders of Wildlife

Western Environmental Law Center
Heart of the Gila

Santa Fe Forest Coalition

Latino Outdoors

New Mexico Trout

The Forest Advocate

Wildlife For All

Native Plant Society of New Mexico



